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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


PREAMBLE. 


WHEREAS, A struggle is going on in all 
the nations of the civilized world, between 
the oppressors and the oppressed of all coun- 
tries, a struggle between the Capitalist and 
the Laborer, which grows in intensity from 
year to year, and will work disastrous results 
to the toiling millions if they are not com- 
bined for mutual protection and benefit: . 

It therefore behooves the representatives of 
the Trades and Labor Unions of America, in 
Convention assembled, to adopt such measures 
and disseminate such principles among the 
mechanics and laborers of our country as will 
permanently unite them to secure the recog- 
nition of the rights to which they are justly 
entitled. 

We therefore declare ourselves in favor of 
the formation of a thorough Federation, em- 
bracing every Trade and Labor organization 
in America, organized under the trade union 
system of the organization. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ArTIcLE I.—NameE. 


This association shall be known as “The 
American Federation of lLabor,’’ and shall 
consist of such Trade and Labor Unions as 
shall conform to its rules and regulations. 


ArticLe II.—Osyects. 

Section 1. The objects of this Federation 
shall be the encouragement and formation of 
Local Trade and Labor Unions, and the closer 
federation of such societies through the or- 
ganization of Central Trade and Labor 
Unions in every city, and the further com- 
bination of such bodies into State, Territorial! 
or Provincial organizations, to secure legisla- 
tion in the interest of the working masses. 

Sec. 2. The establishment of National and 
International Trade Unions, based upon a 
strict recognition of the autonomy of each 
trade, and the promotion and advancement of 
such bodies. 


Sec. 3. An American Federation of all Na- 
tional and International Trade Unions, to aid 
and assist each other; and, furthermore, to 
secure National Legislation in the interest of 
the working people, and influence public opin- 
ion, by peaceful and legal methods, in favor 
of organized labor. 

Sec. 4. To aid and encourage the labor 
press of America. 


ArticLe III.—Convention. 

Section 1. The Convention of the Federa- 
tion shall meet annually at 10 A. M., on the 
second Monday in December, at such place as 
the delegates have selected at the preceding 
convention. 

Sec. 2. At the opening of the Convention, 
the President shall take the chair and call the 
Convention to order, and preside during its 
sessions. 

Sec. 3. The following committees, consist- 
ing of five members each, shall be appointed 
by the President: 1st, Credentials; 2d, Rules 
and Order of Business; 3d, Report of Presi- 
dent; 4th, Report of Secretary; sth, Resolu- 
tions; 6th, Laws; 7th, Organization; 8th, 
Labels and Boycotts; oth, Grievances; roth, 
Local or Federated bodies. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council shall have 
the power to appoint from the delegates-elect 
to the Convention three delegates, who shall 
compose an Auditing Committee, and this 
committee shall meet at the place for holding 
the Convention, three days prior to the con- 
vention, and they shall audit the accounts of 
the Federation for the preceding twelve 
months. The expenses of said committee 
shall be paid out of the funds of the Federa- 
tion. 

ArticLe IV.—REpPRESENTATION. 


Section 1. The basis of ‘representation in 
the Convention shall be: From National or 
International Unions for less than four 
thousand members one delegate, for four 
thousand or more, two delegates; eight thous- 
and or more, three delegates; sixteen thous- 
and or more, four delegates; thirty-two thous- 
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and or more, five delegates, and so on; and 
from each Local or District Trade organiza- 
tion or federated body, not connected with, 
or having a National or International head, 
affiliated with this Federation, one delegate. 
The delegates shall be elected at least two 
weeks previous to the annual Convention of 
the A. F. of L., and the names of such dele- 
gates shall be forwarded to the Secretary of 
this body immediately after their election. 

Sec. 2. Questions may be decided by divi- 
sion or a show of hands, but if a call of the 
roll is demanded by one-tenth of the dele- 
gates present, each delegate shall cast one 
vote for every one hundred members, or ma- 
jor fraction thereof, he represents; but no 
City or State Federation shall be allowed more 
than one vote. The Secretary ‘shall prepare 
for use of the Convention printed poll lists, 
containing the number of votes the delegates 
from National and International Unions are 
entitled to, based upon the last reports made 
to the office of the Federation. 

Sec. 3. No organization which has seceded 
or has been suspended or expelled from any 
National or International organization con- 
“nected with the Federation shall be allowed a 
representation or recognition in this Federa- 
tion. 

Sec. 4. No organization shall be entitled to 
representation unles such organization has ap- 
plied for and obtained a certificate of affilia- 
tion at least one month prior to the Con- 
vention, from the President of the Federation. 

Sec. 5. No Central Labor Union or City or 
State Federation of Labor or any other cen- 
tral body of delegates shall admit to their 
councils delegates from any local organization 
that owes its allegiance to any other body, 
National or International, not connected with 
this Federation, or hostile to any affiliated or- 
ganization or that has been suspended, or ex- 
pelled by a National or International or- 
ganization of their trade, under penalty of 
being denied representation 
ventions of this Federation. 

Sec. 6. When a Local, National or Interna- 
tional Trade Union shall send to a convention 
a delegate who is not a bona-fide craftsman 
of the trade he represents on the face of his 
credential, said Union’shall also send a state- 
ment to that effect to the convention stating 
‘the fact and giving reasons therefor. 


ArticLe V.—Orricers. 


Section 1. The officers of the Federation 
shall consist of a President, two Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to be 
elected by the Convention, who shall consti- 
tute an Executive Council. 


in general con- . 
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Sec. 2. Should a vacncy in any office occur 
between the annual meetings of the Conven- 
tion, such vacancy shall be filled by the Presi- 
dent of the Federation, by and with the con- 
sent of: the Executive Council. When a va- 
cancy occurs in the office of President, the 
Vice-Presidents shall succeed in their respect- 
ive order. 

Sec. 3. The President and Secretary shall 
be members of the succeeding Convention in 
case they are not delegates, but without vote. 

Sec. 4. All elective officers shall be mem- 
bers of a local organization connected with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 5. The terms of the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor shall expire on 
the first day of January succeeding the con- 
vention. 


ArticLte VI.—Duvuties orf OFFICERS. 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to preside at all general Conventions; to 
take general supervision of the Federation 
throughout its jurisdiction; to publish a quar- 
terly circular on February 28th, May 31st, 
August 21st, and November 3oth, of each 
year; to sign all official documents; to travel, 
with the consent of the Executive Council, 
whenever required, in the interests of the 
Federation; to submit to the Secretary, at the 
end of each month, an itemized account of all 
moneys, traveling and incidental, expended by 
him in the interest of the Federation; and at 
the end of his term of office he shall report 
his acts and doings to the annual Convention 
of the Federation. The President, if not a 
delegate, shall have the casting vote in case of 
a tie, but shall not vote at other times. He 
shall be required to devote all his time to the 
interests of the Federation. He shall call 
meetings of the Executive Council, when 
necessary, and shall preside over all their de- 
liberations, and he shall receive for his ser- 
vices such sum as the annual conventions may 
determine, payable weekly. 

Sec. 2. In case of a vacancy in the office 
of President, by death or other cause, the 
Vice-President shall perform all the duties of 
the President, as stated in Section 1 of this 


_ Article. 


Sec. 3. The duties of the Secretary shall be 
to take charge of all books, papers and effects 
of the general office; to conduct the corre- 
spondence pertaining to his office; to furnish 
the elective officers with the necessary station- 
ery; to convene and act as secretary of the 
annual Convention, and furnish to the com- 
mittee on credentials at each convention a 
statement of the financial standing of each af- 
filiated body with the Federation; to keep all 
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letters, documents, accounts, etc., in such 
manner as the annual convention may direct; 
to receive and collect all moneys due the Fed- 
eration, and to pay them to the Treasurer, 
taking his receipt therefor; Provided, that he 
may retain in his hands a sum not exceeding 
$250, for current expenses, which money shall 
only be paid out on the approval of the Presi- 
dent; to submit to the Finance Committee, for 
their inspection, vouchers for all moneys ex- 
pended; to close all accounts of the Federa- 
tion on October 31st of each year, and all 
moneys received or disbursed after said date 
shall not be reported in the general balance 
account of the ensuing convention; to pub- 
lish a financial report in the quarterly circular, 
and send ten copies to each affiliated body, 
and such additional number of copies as may 
be ordered and paid for by any organization 
connected with the Federation. His office 
shall be located in the same office with that of 
the President. He shall give a bond of $1,000 
for the faithful performance of his duties, 
and for his services he shall receive such sum 
as the annual conventions may determine, pay- 
able weekly. 

Sec. 4. The Treasurer shall receive and take 
charge of all moneys, property and security 
of the Federation delivered to him by the Sec- 
retary. He shall deposit all moneys belong- 
ing to the Federation in bank, in his name as 
Treasurer of the American Federation of La- 
bor, and before any moneys thus deposited 
can be drawn, each check shall be signed by 
him as Treasurer. He shall pay through the 
Secretary, all warrants regularly drawn on 
him, signed by the President and _ counter- 
signed by the Secretary, as required by this 
Constitution, and none others. He shall sub- 
mit to the annual Convention a complete 
statement of all receipts and disbursements 
during his term of office, and at the expira- 
tion of his term of office he shall deliver up 
to his successor all moneys, securities, books 
and papers of the Federation under his con- 
trol, and for the faithful performance of his 
duties he shall give a bond in the sum of 
$5,000. The annual salary of the Treasurer 
shall be $100. 

Sec. 5. All books and financial accounts 
shall, at all times, be open to the inspection of 
the President and Executive Council. 


Articye VII.—Executive Covuncir. 
Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Execu- 
tive Council to watch legislative measures di- 
rectly affecting the interests of working peo- 
ple, and to initiate, whenever necessary, such 
legislative action as the Convention may di- 
rect. 
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Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall use 
every possible means to organize new Na- 
tional or International Trade Unions, and to 
organize local Trade Unions and connect them 
with the Federation until such time as there 
are a sufficient number to form a National or 
International Union, when it shall be the duty 
of the President of the Federation to see that 
such organization is formed. 

Sec. 3. While we recognize the right of 
each trade to manage its own affairs, it shall 
be the duty of the Executive Council to secure 
the unification of all labor organizations, so 
far as to assist each other in any trade dis- 
pute. 


ArticLte VIII.—Strixes anp Locxouts. 


Section 1. The Executive Council shall have 
the power and are directed to levy a strike 
assessment of two cents per member on the 
1st of January, 1891, on all National and In- 
ternational bodies under the jurisdiction of 
the Federation. 

Sec. 2. In case any National or Interna- 
tional body affiliated with this Federation shall 
order a strike, or are locked out, and by 
reason of financial distress it shal lbe neces- 
sary for it to call upon the Federation for aid, 
the Executive Council, if they deem that such 
organization is entitled to receive such assist- 
ance, shall make an assessment, not exceeding 
two cents per member per week, upon every 
other National or International body so af- 
filiated with the Federation. Such  assess- 
ment shall remain in force for a period not 
exceeding five continuous weeks, unless other- 
wise ordered by a general vote of all National’ 
and International Unions affiliated. 

Sec. 3. Any National or International or- 
ganization, or other body connected with this 
Federation, failing to comply with the require- 
ments of Sec. 2 of this Article, within a period 
of 30 days, shall be suspended, and shall not 
be reinstated until all arrearages are paid in 
full. Provided, however, that organizations 
represented in this Convention whose dele- 
gates have been instructed to oppose the levy- 
ing of an assessment shall not be liable to 
suspension until the matter is acted on at their 
next National or International convention. 

Sec. 4. Accompanying a call for an assess- 
ment shall be a circular from the President of 
the Federation, giving a detailed account of 
the strike or lockout. 

Sec. 5. No affiliated body of the American 
Federation of Labor shall be entitled to bene- 
fit from the strike fund of the Federation un- 
til they have been six months affiliated, have 
paid six months per capita tax to the Federa- 
tion, and are in good standing. 
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ARTICLE IX.—REVENUE. 


Section 1. The revenue of the Federation 
shall be derived as follows: From _ Interna- 
tional and National Trade Unions a per cap- 
ita tax of one-fourth of one cent per member 
per month; from Local Trade Unions and 
Federal Unions, one cent per member per 
month; and from Central Labor Unions of 
City and State Federated bodies, $25 per an- 
num. All moneys shall be payable to the 
Secretary of the Federation. 

Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled to a 
seat in this Federation unless the tax of their 
organization, as provided for in Section 1 of 
this Article, has been paid in full. 

Sec. 3. Any organization affiliated with this 
Federation not paying its per capita tax on 
or before the 15th of each month, shall be 
notified of the fact by the Secretary of the 
Federation, and if at the end of three months 
it is still in arrears, it shall become suspended 
from membership in the Federation, and can 
only be reinstated by vote of the Convention, 
when such arrearages are paid in full. 

Sec. 4. Whenever the revenue of the Fed- 
eration shall warrant such action, the Execu- 
tive Council shall authorize the sending out 
of Trade Union speakers, from place to place, 
in the interests of the Federatton. 

Sec. 5. The remuneration for loss of time 
by members of the Executive Council or 
speakers engagéd by them shall be $3.50 per 
day and traveling and hotel expenses. 


ArTICLE X.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


Section 1. The Executive Council shall have 
power to make rules to govern matters not in 
conflict with this Constitution or the consti- 
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tution of affiliated Unions, and shall report 
accordingly to the Federation. 

Sec. 2. Certificates of affiliation shall be 
granted by the President of the Federation, 
by and ‘with the consent of the Executive 
Council, to all National and _ International 
Unions and local bodies affiliated with this 
Federation. 

Sec. 3. Any seven wage workers of one 
trade of good character, and favorable to 
Trade Unions, and not members of any body 
affiliated with this Federation, who will sub- 
scribe to this Constitution, shall have the 
power to form a local body, to be known as 
a “Federal Labor Union,” and they shall hold 
regular meetings for the purpose of strength- 
ening and advancing the Trades Union move- 
ment, and shall have the power to make their 
own rules in conformity with this Constitu- 
tion, and shall be granted a local certificate 
by the President of this Federation, provided 
the request for a certificate be endorsed by the 
nearest Local or National Trades Union of- 
ficials connected with this Federation. 

Sec. 4. The certificate fee for affiliated bod- 
ies shall be $5, payable to the Secretary of the 
Federation, and which shall accompany the 
application. 

Sec. 5. Where there are one or more Local 
Unions in any city, belonging to the National 
or International Union, affiliated with this 
Federation, they may organize a Trades As- 
sembly or Central Labor Union, or join such 
body, if already in existence. 


Article XI.—AMENDMENTS. 

This Constitution can be amended or al- 
tered only at a regular session of the Con- 
vention, and to do so it shall require a two- 
thirds vote. 
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF DELEGATES ATTENDING THE TENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, THE NAMES OF THE ORGANIZATIONS, THE NUMBER OF 
UNIONS REPRESENTED, AND THE NUMBER OF VOTES EACH DELEGATE IS ENTITLED TO. 
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Numer | NUMBER 
NAME OF SOCIETY OF Dete-| °F VOTES NAMES AND ADDRE-SES OF 
REPRESENTED. GATES FOR EAcu DELEGATES. 
‘ DELEGATE 
Bakers’ International Union... 1 30 August Delebar, 150 Nassau street, 
New York City, N. Y 
Brewery Workmen National 
ee earn 1 17 Ernest Bohm, ag East 57th street, 
New York City, N. Y. 
Boilermakers’ National Union. 1 5 Philip J. + Sammie 212 Forquer street, 
Chicago, Il 
Barbers’ International Union.. 1 8 William Hahn, 1418 Michigan street, 
Toledo, Ohio 
Boot and Shoe Workers’ In- 
ternational Union............. 2 21 H. J. Skeffington, 325 Washington st., 
1 Boston, Mass. 
20 H. Phelan, Cochituate, Mass. 
Brotherhood Carpenters and 
Joiners of America............ 5 72 W. H. Kliver, Grand Crossing, Ill. 
2 Francis Fildew, 31? Crawford street, 
Detroit, Mich. 
72 H. H. Blackmore, 2507 Dodier street, 
{ St. Louis, Mo. 
72 W. J. Shields. 10 Cheshire street, 
Jamaica Plains, Mass. 
72 Thomas J. Fiemming, 310 Walnut 
street, Camden, N. J. 
Cigarmakers’ International 
PEED oxis.c. UbdeKe aaewases cidees 4 60 Samuel .Gamoers, 21 Clinton place 
New York. 
60 John S. Kirchner, 437 N. 4th street, 
Philadelphia. Pa 
60 | J. F. Mahoney, 14 Dale street, Spring, 
field, Mass. 
60 W. J. Cannon, 40 Parkman street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
Carpenters and Joiners’ Amal- 
gamated Society.. : 1 19 William H. ieee. * a 9th avenue, 
Clothing Operatives’ ‘Nationai New York City, N 
1 eee 1 4 John Crowley, 134 errison avenue, 
Furniture Wanueee National Boston, Mass. 
Union ; 1 42 Richard Braunschweig. 127 E. 
Glass Employeés’ “Nationai’ street, New York City, N. Y 
Association ................0.. 1 4 Levi J. Regan, 67 Excelsior street, 
Glass ee (American Pittsburg, Pa. 
MINERS aah c 66k 6 stan? whe avas doanes 1 67 W. J. Dillon, Room 16, Excelsior Block, 
— Vollarinakers National Pittsbur 
Reha ae doe seed sinin Gaeeee 1 4 W. H. Taibere 13 Chase street, De- 
Iron and Steel Workers troit, Mich. 
Peds-ccvapocnGdps.wevesses 3 70 William A. Carney, 2715 Carson st., 
S.S.. Pittsburg, Pa. 
69 Jeri. Deperty. 670 24 avenue, Pitts- 
bur, 
69 io Rees We Prosser, 68 W. 4th street, 
ny, 
Iron Moulders of North er eee 
PRION 5 oi vics crac Stsssen seve 3 48 ( Martin Fox, Box 388, Cincinnati, O. 
48 | R. H. Metcalf, 590 Queen street, West 
{ Toronto, Ont. 
48 | Thomas Wisdom, J14 Grace street 
Pittsburg, Pa. 
Mine Workers (United)......... 5 67 John B. Rae, 53 Clinton Building, 
Columbus, Ohio. 
67 William Scaife, Coal City, Grundy 
County, Ill. 
67 John Kane. Coal Bluff, Vigo Co., Ind. 
67 Patrick McBride, Shireoaks, Pa. 
67 | John McBride, Massillon, Ohio. 
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NUMBER 
NAME OF SOCIETY NUMBER | oF VoTES NAMES AND ADDRES<ES OF 
REPRESENTED. GATES FOR EACH DELEGATES. 
’ DELEGATE 
Painters and Decorators, 
(Brotherhood of)............... 1 60 Morris Lipe, 187 Preston street, De- 
troit, Mich. 
Quarrymen’'s National Union.. 1 19 J.J. Byron, Quincy, Mass. 
Saddle and Harnessmakers 
(National Union).......... ... 1 14 A. L. Swain, Jackson, Mich. 
Sailors and Firemen’s Inter- 
national Union ... |.......... 1 13 John F, O’Sullivan, 258 Commercial 
street, Boston, Mass. 
Shoe Lasters’ Protective 
ene Ree 2 37 { Edward F. Deecney. | 154 Main street, 
j Marlborough, Mas 
36 eoy L. Daly, P. ©. Box 219, Lynn, 
Tailors’ Poarneyanaes Union 
We BBTIER «6s csc cicncne concweee 1 4 John B. Lennon, Po 80, Station D, 
New York City. N. Y. 
Tile Layers’ National Union... 1 4 James J. Daly, 209 East 83d street, 
Table Knife Grinders’ Na- New York City, N. Y 
tional Union.. ............... 1 3 John J. Eagan, Bay State, Northamp- 
ton. Mass. 
Tackmakers’ Protective Union 1 1 Frank K. pamer, 134 Harrison street, 
Typographia (German-Amer- Boston, Ma 
EE bvoskeunen tune suaeeen donee 1 12 Charles 'Vollbrecht, 180 Fort street, 
East Detroit, Mich. 
pean (International) 
ROS 9 ER LET 4 53 Frank L. Rist, in care of Evening 
Post, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
53 Alexander B. Mullen, incare of Daily 
i Times, Minneapolis, Minn. 
52 \ Thomas R. White, in care of Jimes- 
Democrat, New Orleans, La. 
52 G. B. M. Houston, 11 Collins avenue, 
| Lynn, Mass. 
Architectural ee Workers, 
Indianapolis, I RAR, Senee: 1 1 Frank Huber, 241 Union street, In- 
Brickmakers’ Union, Pind- dianapolis. Ind. 
lay, Ohio. 1 1 William McKensie, Rox 806, Station A, 
Carriagemakers’ ‘Union, ‘Col: Findlay, Ohio. 
umbus, Ohio............. 0008 1 2 F.C. Ashinger, 79 West Lane avenue, 
Coopers’ ae Union, Columbus, Obio. 
Sandusky, Ohio................ 1 1 Jacob Holl, Jr., 122 24 streei Sandusky, 
bay od Union (etal Duluth, Ohio 
SLs. sna dink inten eals aw ia-te ta 1 1 George» M. mby, 119 3d street, East Du- 
clerk’ qWaion (Retail), St. luth, Min 
PME, MNO cxncevesivce. coadces 1 1 James Morrow, 265 Nelson avenue, St. 
clerks’ Union Retaiiy, Logans- Paul. Min 
SC ase 1 1 W.S. Pittman, 218 West Market street, 
clerks’ Union needs Find- Logansport, Ind. 
_ | er eon 1 1 Miss yA Burke, P. O. Box 734, Find- 
Ciothing Cutters (United), lay, Ohio 
New York and Brooklyn..... 1 2 John J. Zuber, 19% Cedar street, Brook- 
Coremakers’ Union, Detroit, lyn, N. Y. 
aes 1 1 Andrew MclIlwain, 52 Harrison ave- 
Electric press Cae Renployees, nue, Detroit, Mich 
Wheeling. W. Va.............. 1 1 P. Harrington, 89 o7th street, Wheel- 
— Union, Pittsburg, ing, W. Va. 
eabdibe mohs.e sek wen Pian cnn t 1 1 C. C. Thomas, 69 Franklin street, Pitts- 
Electrical Workers, Detroit, ss tare, Pa. 
h. - 1 1 R. Relyea, 2532d street, Detroit, Mich. 
Federal Labor Union, ‘No. . 
3861, New Brighton, Pa....... 1 1 J. W. Barnes, Box 133, Beaver Falls. 
Federal Labor Union, No. Pa. 
3873, Boston, Mass.. “ 1 1 George E. McNeill, Box 2406, Boston, 
Federal Labor Union, ‘No. Mass. 
3798, Greene, N. Y.... ......... 1 1 A. C. Houck, Box 217, Greene, N. Y. 
Filemakers’ Union, Beaver ’ 
Falls, Pa..... oa 1 1 George Vorhauser, Beaver Falls, Pa. 
Hod Carriers’ Union, ‘Fort 
Wayne, Ind..................65 1 1 Cc. Retret, 108 Clinton street, Kort 
Hod Carriers’ Union, Toledo, Wayne, Ind. 
SMR 5 65 s0dokane, avornuustocas’ 1 1 Adam Siani, 1636 Wisconsin street, 
Leather Shavers and Split- Toledo, Oh 
ters’ Union, Milwaukee, Wis. 1 + 








John E, Cougttin, 649 Island avenue, 





Milwaukee, Wis. 
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NAME OF SOCIETY 
REPRESENTED. 


NUMBER 
OF DELE- 
GATES. 


NUMBER 
OF VOTES 
FOR EACH 
DELEGATE 


NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF 
DELEGATES. 





Lathers’ Union, Columbus, O.. 


Machinists (United) N. Y.City.. 

Musical Mutual Protective 
Union, Pittsburg, Pa.......... 

Musician's Protective Union 
Indianapolis, Ind...........++ 

Polishers (Metal), Detroit, 
Mich 


Polishers (Metal), Toledo, O.. 
Plasters and Laborers’ Union, 
Memphis, Tenn ............-- 


Pavers’ Union, Toledo, Ohio.. 
Salone s Union, Indianap- 
Olis, ING. ... © cece ee cere eeee ee 
Sewer aa ‘Building Brick- 
layers, Cleveland, Ohio....... 
Stone Masons’ Union, New 
GEE CHEN, cxicicc esas 60d eines 
Stove es and Drillers, 
Quincy, Ill....... ceeecsseee cece 
Teamsters (German), Sagi- 
naw, Mich . 
Teamsters and Yardmen, 
Pittsburg, Pa..... ...... ..- 
we orkers, Wheeling, 


Waiters (German), N. Y. City.. 


Waiters’ Union, Chicago, Ill... 
Wagon and Carriage ork- 
ers. Allegheny Co., Pa....... 
Willow, Reed and Rattan 
Workers, Toledo, Ohio....... 
Wire Drawers and Diemak- 
ers, Cleveland, Ohio........... 


State Branch, Massachusetts... 


State Branch, Pennsylvania.. 
Central Labor, Union, Cleve- 
BUI CI xk vovece<ccvcveves 


Central Labor Union, Erie, Pa. 
= Labor Union, Boston, 
comerey Lge Union, Sheboy- 
Fedeation of Labor, Balti- 
I TG 6 666.0 obs wa cncey en cane 
Federated Trades and Labor 
Council, Milwaukee, Wis.... 
Trade and Labor Council, 
a aaa ere 
Trade and Labor Assembly. 
DORVER, COk..... osig cscs ccvccese 
Trade and Labor Assembly, 
Louisville, Ky..............06. 
Trade and Labor Assembly, 
St. Louis, Mo.. : 
en Birmingham, 


Trades Assembly, Chicago, Ill. 
tak ag Assembly, Rochester, 








ae a lel fae ewe Oe Oe 


E. J. Bracken, 24% Spiuce street, 
Columbus, Ohio 

Aug. Waldinger, 122 Broome street, 
New York City, N. Y. 

J. ee Rea, 136 5th avenue, Pittsburg, 


H_D. Beissenherz, 773 N. Illinois st., 
Indianapolis, Ind 

R. A. Thullen, 361 Elmwood avenue, 
Detroit, Mich. 

W. J. McNamara, 5°5 Locust street, 
Toledo, Ohio. 

Edward Lage ya 7 Adams street, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Alonzo A. Reilly, 558 Vance street, To- 
ledo. Ohio. 

A. B. Lochenberg, 41 West Washing- 
ton street, Indianapolis. Ind. 

J FP. Moxley, 73 Webster street, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

N. Conforti, 233 East 114th street, New 
York City, N. Y. 

-P. Overling, 521 South 10th street, 

Quincy, Til. 

Joseph Klein, 414 Walnut street, Sagi- 
naw, E. S., Mich. 

— Watts, Mt. Oliver, Allegheny 


,Pa 

Gus ‘Frederick, 85 17th street, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va 

Harry = Bo d, 2206 Market street, 
Wheeling, . Va. 

Julius Weiner, 533 East 83d street, 
New York City. N. Y. 

F. i: Lewis, 72 Walton place, Chicago, 


A. La og 47 South lith street, Pitts- 
PH ‘Whalen, P. O. Box 417, Toledo, 


William Clavey, 27 Lyon street, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

George W. ‘Clark, 7 Medford street, 
Chelsea. Mass. 

John F. Schreck, Box 103 Ephrata, Pa. 


Robert peer. 33 Davis court, Cleve- 
land, Oh 

W. L. "Mueller, 320 West 20th street, 
Erie, Pa. 

Henry Abrahams, 134 Harrison street, 
Boston. Mass. 

John G. Reidel, 717 8th street, Sheboy- 
gan, Wis. 

James Duncan, 
Baltimore, Md. 

J. — 130 14th street, Milwaukee, 


H. J. <eikhoff, 2 Larned street, East 
Detrvit, Mich 

A. Menche, 1431 South 1ith street, Den- 
ver, Col. 

Thomas J. Hennesecy, 1820 Lytle st., 
Louisville, Ky. 

W.S. DeVaux, ex 72, St. Louis, Mo. 


748 McHenry street, 


Samuel R. Freeman, 1404 5th avenue, 
Birmingham. Ala. 





wt Morgan, Box 67, Woodlawn Park 
Joseph Bauer, 7 Mark street, Roches- 
ter. N. Y. 





The above list shows 103 delegates, representing 83 organizations, 27 
Federal labor unions, 2 State branches, and 13 Central labor bodies. 


7 National, 38 local. 3 











TENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
1890 


Report of Proceedings. 


FIRST DAY—Morning Session. 


Clawson’s Hall, 
Detroit, Mich., Dec. 8, 


The Tenth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor was called to 
order at Clawson’s Hall, Detroit, Mich., on 
the morning of December 8, 1890, with Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair and Chris Evans,, 
Secretary. P 

President Gompers ascended the platforia 
and asked for the attention of the delegates 
present. Tables and writing materials had 
been placed about the hall, and the delegates 
grouped themselves around them. As soon as 
quiet was obtained, Mr. Francis Fildew 
stepped forward and introduced Mr. Thomas 
M. Dolan, President of the Trades Council in 
this city. Mr. Dolan expressed his pleasure 
at seeing the Convention assembled in_ De- 
troit, and introducing Acting Mayor S. A. 
Griggs, announced that that gentleman would 
formally, extend to the visitors a welcome to 
Detroit. Mr. Griggs explained to the Con- 
vention that he had had but a few moment’s 
notice of the Mayor’s absence and had not 
prepared any remarks. He, however, ex- 
pressed his appreciation of the importance of 
the business of the Federation and wishes 
that they might be guided to wise actions in 
their deliberations. He declared it a pleasure 
to welcome them to Detroit, but added that 
they had come at the worst possible season 
to see the beauties of the city. He com- 
mended the great work before the American 
working people, and welcomed the delegates 
in the name of the mayor (who was com- 
pelled to leave the city owing to severe illness 
in his family) to the great city of Detroit 


1890. 


‘very kind and 


with all its privileges and the hospitality of its 
people. 

Mr. Dolan then addressed the Convention, 
giving a running sketch of the history of 
Trades Unions in Detroit. He said Detroit 
was a seat for Trades Unions, was the found- 
ing place of the old Labor Union Party, and 
that there were- now about thirty live unions 
connected with the Trades Council of the 
city. He reviewed the trials and strugfles of 
that body to aid the wage-workers to main- 
tain the principles of labor aloft. How essen- 
tial it was to always keep in touch with the 
interest of the toilers in order to earn and 
deserve their confidence, to attain material 
and moral improvements in their condition. 
He concluded by suggesting a per capita tax on 
the half million members of the order, to be 
used as a strike fund for the support during 
strikes for an eight-hour day. 

President Gompers responded, and on be- 
half of the delegates returned thanks for the 
cordial welcome tendered 


them. In the:+course of his remarks he said: 


We understand, or believe we do, the dif- 
ficulties which surround us in this great strug- 
gle of ours. We understand that there are 
obstructions to be overcome. We know that 
deep-seated ignorance and prejudices must be 
fought. And we also know that it is only 
through our own acts and our own expres- 
sions that we can overcome these obstructions 
and live down these prejudices; that through 
our own unity only can we achieve victory. 
There have, in all great movements in the his- 
tory of the world, been rallying words and 
watchwords which tended to raise the down- 
hearted and cheer the weary toilers. Upon a 
memorable occasion in the dark hours of the 
Revolution for Independence one of these was: 
“This is the time that tries men’s souls.” 
Another at a critical period was: “Put none 
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but Americans on guard to-night.” Later, 
during the great struggle to free the black 
man and to sunder the shackles from his 
wrists, a crisis arose, when a command —_ 
given which touched the hearts of the 7 
and restored confidence atong | the line, 

“Michigan’s on guard to-night.” So say I to 
you in this the greatest contest of the human 
family for justice and right, “Put none but 
Union men on guard.” We have a hard row 
to hoe, a hard struggle to meet. We have 
also a grand end in view. ‘To the attainment 
of that end the best im ulses of our beings go 
forth, and its pootlbon + re calls for the 
best efforts of which the human race is capable. 
We know what we want and we know how to 
go about to get it. We are practical in our 
plans and deserve the support of all mankind. 


What we propose to do is to go our own way 
and to do the best we can to attain the great- 
est good for the greatest number, keeping in 
view that permanent amelioration and the final 
“emancipation of the working classes must be 
achieved by the working classes themselves.” 


Mr. Gompers concluded by again returning 
the thanks of all for the welcome accorded 
them, after which the President declared the 
Convention open for business, and appointed 
the following Committee on Credentials: 


H. Phelan, Patrick McBryde, J. J. Egan, 
Edward Fleeharty, J. J. Zuber. 


On motion a recess was taken until two 
o’clock P. M. 


FIRST DAY—Afternoon Session. 


The Convention was called to order at 2 
o’clock P. M., with President Gompers in the 
chair. 

The Committee on Credentials not being 
ready to report, Mr. Frank K. Foster moved 
that some time be devoted to hearing a report 
of the condition of the trades unions and the 
movements in the localities represented by the 
delegates present. The timely advantage of 
Mr. Foster’s suggestion was taken, and a gen- 
eral call was made for him to give his views 
on the situation which was cheerfully com- 
plied with. 

Mr. Adam Menche, of Denver, was next 
called upon by the chair to give his views on 
the situation in the West. After which the 
Committee on Credentials made their report as 
follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


Detroit, Mich., Dec. 8, 1890. 
Mr. President—We, your Committee on 
Credentials, beg leave to report that the fol- 
lowing delegates are entitled to seats in the 
Convention. 
(See list of delegates on pages 7-9). 
erg E = 


H. 
PATRICK McBRYDE, 


+» EDWARD FLEEHARTY, 
J: J. ZUBER, Committee. 

Mr. John B. Lennon moved that the re- 
port be received and delegates seated. Agreed 
to. 

After considerable discussion on the cre- 
dentials of J. F. Willard, of the Brotherhood 
of Painters and Decorators, his admission as 
a delegate was refused on the grounds that 
the National Union had not authorized him to 
act as their delegate. 


The seating of Mr. S. M. Chilton was on 
motion refused, owing to the union not hav- 
ing a charter in accordance with the constitu- 
tion, on a division vote of 7 for and 73 
against. 

The credentials of Mr. Lucien Sanial, as a 
delegate from the Central Labor Federation 
of New York City was next considered. 

On motion by Mr. John McBride that Mr. 
Sanial be allowed the privilege of the floor 
for the purpose of explaining his case to the 
Convention. Amended to refer the question 
back to the committee on credentials for a 
written report. Amendment withdrawn. 

Frank Foster moved to amend to refer the 
subject matter to a special committee of five. 

At this stage of the proceedings Governor 
Luce entered the hall and was introduced to 
the President, who requested the discontinu- 
ance of the debate and presented Governor 
Luce to the Convention. The Governor ex- 
pressed his pleasure at greeting the assembly 
and his regret at the mistake by which he had 
arrived so late. He said that he was heartily 
in accord with the labor movement; in fact he 
was a member of one of the earliest labor 
organizations himself. He had labored all his 
life up to his ascendency to the gubernatorial 
seat, four years ago. He went on to review 
his labors; how he had gone into the woods a 
young man and penetrating to the wilds had 
cleared his own farm and built a small cabin. 

“Then,” he said, ‘fas my next step, I mar- 
ried the best girl in the world, and we to- 
gether built and furnished our home.” 

He could get no further for the cheers that 
rang through the room. 

It was several moments before the applause 
died down so that he could resume. When 
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he could, he said, with a pleased expression, 
“Every word I said is true, and I meant it.” 
This brought another storm of applause. The 
Governor concluded by welcoming them heart- 
ily and expressing again his sympathy. 

President Gompers responded fittingly. The 
Governor’s earnest remarks had moved the en- 
tire Assembly, and the President assured 
Governor Luce that, although he had heard 
many formal addresses of welcome, it had 
never been his pleasure to listen to one which 
pleased him more, or of the earnestness of 
which he was more certain than the present 
one, and he again and again expressed his ap- 
preciation of the Governor’s good will. Gov- 
ernor Luce again adddressed a few remarks 
to the meeting, and then requested to be ex- 
cused, being overrun with business at the close 
of his term. 

After the Governor’s departure the discus- 
sion upon the amendment was resumed. 

After a very spirited debate Mr. Sweeny 
moved the previous question. 

Delegate Foster raised the point of order 
that no one had seconded the motion. The 
point of order was well taken and discussion 
again followed on the J. McBride motion 
which was then agreed to by a vote of 47 for 
and 33 against. 

Mr. Saniel then took the floor and ex- 
plained his position by reading a statement 
prepared for that purpose. 

He said substantially that his mission was” 
not to disrupt but to tender his co-operation. 
That the C. organized Feb, 12, 1889, 
obtained a charter from the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, that they again sent delegates 
to the N. Y. Central Labor Union and ceased 
to meet for a time, but no resolution was 
passed surrendering the charter. This unity 
of the C. L. F. and the C. L. U. he regretted 
to say was not lasting, and the organizations 
formerly constituting the C. L . resumed 
the weekly sessions. One of the first acts of 
Secretary Bohm was to call upon Henry Em- 
rich, one of the trustees for the charter which 
had been left in his hands for safe-keeping.* 
that hdving been referred by Mr. Emrich to 
President Gompers, to whom the charter had 
been surrendered. That President Gompers 
stated the charter had been surrendered and 
application for a new one would have to be 
made; that an appeal was taken to Executive 
Council which sustained President Gompers 
position. 

The C. IL. F. then made application. for a 
new charter. President Gompers wrote that 
inasmuch as the N. Y. American Section of 
the Socialist Labor Party was part of the C. 
L. F. it was sufficient reason for not granting 
a charter in a central body of Trade Unions, 
and the matter was left to the decision _of this 
convention. Sanial held that the Socialist 


Labor Party was not a political party as un- 
derstood by workingmen, hence ouRyt to be 
admitted in a central body of the American 
Federation of Labor. He stated that the S. 
P. was represented in the Baltimore Fed- 
eration ef Labor, holding a charter from the 
Federation. He held that this was a prece- 
dent. He argued that the political character of 
the S. I. P. was not so understuod in_Ger- 
many, France and Austria where the Trade 
Unions are the creation and branches of the 
Socialist Labor Party, nor in England where 
the Socialists organized numbers of Trade 
Unions, where the Socialists have overcome the 
conservatism of corrupt leaders, sho were 
bending the knee to the liberals and tories of 
England. There were great differences be- 
tween their plutocratic peepee and the S. L. 
P. That the S. L. P. is now ooptaing 
Trade Unions, and claimed that the S. L. P. 
was a bona fide labor organization and ought 
to have a charter. 


Delegate Sullivan moved that when the con- 
vention adjourns it meet to-morrow morning 
at 9 o'clock. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. Morgan moved that Mr. Sanial be ad- 
mitted as a delegate. The President ruled 
the motion out of order on the ground that no 
charter had been granted to the organization 
Mr. Sanial represented. 

Delegate Morgan moved that the decision 
ot the Executive Council in refusing to return 
the original charter to the Central Labor Fed- 
eration of New York be reversed. 

The motion was ruled out of order ,on the 
ground that the Convention was not yet fully 
nor properly organized. 

Delegate John McBride then moved to post- 
pone further consideration of the question un- 
til after the reports of the officers had been 
received, when immediate action should be 
taken on the question. 

Delegate Foster moved to amend that the 
entire subject matter be referred to a com- 
mittee of five. The motion to amend was 
ruled out of order. 

Delegate Morgan then moved as an amend- 
ment that the question be referred to a spe- 


m 


. cial committee of five, said committee to re- 


port before 12 o’clock to-morrow. 
The question being asked by Delegate Dil- 
lon, whether the convention could act on the 


question after the Executive Council had al-. 


ready decided the question, the chair ruled 
that he thought the Convention céuld take ac- 
tion, since it was the superior of the Executive 
Council. Delegate Morgan’s motion was then 
agreed to. ; 

President Gompers and Secretary Evans 
t..en made their reports, as follows: 





*In a letter of August 11, 1890, from Ernest 
Bohm, Secretary of the C. .» to President 
Gompers the following occurs: “It was re- 
solved to leave the question of the charter to a 
vote of the joint Unions, meanwhile deposit- 


ing said charter for safe-keeping with the 
President of the American Federation of La- 
bor. Mr. Henry Emrich, the delegate of the 
C. L. F. of N. Y., was entrusted with this 
mission.” 
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PRESIDENT GOMPERS’ REPORT. 
Delegates to the Tenth Annual Convention of the American Federation of Labor: 


Fellow Wage-Workers.—Pursuant to the requirements of our constitution, we meet to-day 
again in annual conclave as the representatives of the bona fide labor organizations—the Trade 
nions of this Continent. We meet to review the past and to take counsel of and with each 
other as to the best course to be pursued, not to bolster up or to further the purposes of an 
individual or a few, but to promote and advance the great cause which engrosses the interests 
of the whole wage-earning class; which seeks to make the destiny of the working men and 
women brighter and their burdens lighter, and to throw an arm of protection around the young 
and innocent children. In endeavoring to carry on this work we are met by opposition on many 
sides. We have the opposition of interested antagonists who recognize in the success of our 
movement a diminution in their rates or profit or interest, a curb to their avarice and greed. 
There are those who, failing to comprehend the economic, politic and social tendencies of the 
Trade Union movement, regard it is entirely “too slow,” “too conservative,” and desire to hurl 
it headlong into a path which, while struggling and hoping for the end, will leave us stranded 
and losing the practical and beneficial results of our efforts. I maintain that the —e peo- 
ple are in too great a need of immediate improvements in their condition to allow them to forego 
them in the endeavor to devote their entire energies to an end however beautiful to contem- 
plate. I maintain further, that the achievement of present practical improvements for the toil- 
ers places them on so much vantage ground gained and renders them more capable to deal with 
the various omc naa it is their mission to solve. In the language of that foremost of economic 
and social thinkers, Ira Steward, “The way out of the wage system is through higher wages, 
resultant only from shorter hours.’”’ In working upon this line it is not necessary to oppose 
any school of thought upon the labor problem, but to carry out the solemn duties imposed, upon 
us is imperative. 

At several of our previous conventions I called attention to the necessity of avoiding as far 
as possible all controversial questions, and to concentrate our whole efforts upon such as we 
are most agreed. That such a course is most calculated to achieve the gredtest success for the 
working people the past year has demonstrated by the 


EIGHT-HOUR MOVEMENT. 


When the last Convention adjourned and the delegates returned to their respective homes, 
the great movement ohtlined had to be put into execution. There is no period during my more 
than twenty-five years’ connection with the labor movement that I can remember having been 
inactive; but since the Boston Convention my energies, both mental and physical, were strained 
to their utmost. To combat our avowed and covert enemies, to encourage the weak, to urge on 
the —— and to secure the means to conduct the campaign and contest, was a task I trust 
the future has no repetition for me. The press and platform were utilized to the greatest 
possible extent, in order to place our position fairly and fearlessly before the whole people. A 
number of special organizers were appointcd to address meetings all over the country. Blanks 
were issued to the affiliated organizations to obtain statistical information upon their condition, 
and readness to make the demand for the enforcement of the eight-hour workday, May ist, 1890. 
I called the Executive Council together several times for consultation and advice, and after 
great deliberation, on March 17th, selected the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
of America to make the first demand. The organization in question responded with alacrity to 
the Executive Council’s decision, and of its own accord put a number of lecturers in the field. 
The call for the assessments was ordered, and the entire machinery of the organizations put into 
motion to secure the best possible results. pte! Aare was in readiness for the movement to 
begin, and required but the courage and the manhood to bring ultimate victory. 

the immediate results of the movement I prefer to quote Secretary P. J. McGuire’s 
official report to the Convention of the Brotherhood of Carpenters, held in Chicago last August. 
Among other things he says: ‘‘A summary of the situation shows that the trade movement for 
shorter hours among the carpenters this season has been successful in 137 cities, and it has 
benefited 46,197 workmen in that trade, and countless others in every branch of the building 
trades have also been the gainers.””’ Not only among the carpenters and the building trades, 
but in almost every trade and calling the movement was taken up and fought to a successful 
termination. ‘ . 

From statistical blanks issued within the past two months to the Trade Unions, I learn 
that there are few trades or callings throughout the whole country that have not obtained a 
reduction in the hours of their labor, or an increase in their wages. In some, where formerly 
it had been held that the enforcement of the Eight-Hour rule was entirely incompatible with the 
interests of the industry, notably among the iron and steel workers; a few of the largest concerns 
have made a test of the three-shifts system with entire success. 

There is no question but that the near future is bright for the eight-hour movement, if the 
organized wage-workers will but concentrate their efforts upon its achievement. 

am fully aware that the establishment of the eight-hour work-day will not be the end of the 
efforts of the working people for economic and social improvements and reform, and that many 
things demand our attention in the meantime; yet the great good a substantil reduction in the 
hours of labor will bring to the toilers of our country, the rane a of thousands it will save 
from poverty and degradation will clear the path and Peete the working people to see the 
wre and injustices practiced upon them in subtle and ingenious ways. 

his movement of ours finds a as chord in the hearts and minds of the overworked 
and unemployed, It is at once a watchword and a rallying cry which will enable the men and 
women of our time, and make the progress and civilization of the future more secure. I there- 
fore fervently hope that this convention will continue to carry on this battle for a shorter work- 
day until victory is assured, and eight hours inscribed upon the banners of the Trade Unions of 
our country as a limitation of a day’s work. 
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THE NEXT TRADE. 


The Executive Council of the American Federation of Labor last March selected the coal 
miners of the country to make the demand for the enforcement of the eight-hour work-day 
immediately after the contest of the carpenters would close, and so notified the officers. 

The time was deemed unpropitious and they declared for its enforcement May rst, 1891. 
In consequence of that decision, it upset the plans of the Executive Council to continue in the 
selection of one trade after another, since none other of a national character was in a position 
of preparation to enter the contest upon so short a notice, hence we have decided to refer the 
entire subject to this convention for further consideration and approval, 


OUR GROWTH. 


The past year has witnessed the expansion among and the greater recognition on the part 

of the wage-workers of America, that the Trade Union form of organization is the best to 

rotect and advance their interests. The National Trade Unions reported having established 913 

ocal branches throughout the various parts of the country, while 274 charters for local unions 

were issued from the office of the American Federation of Labor to such wage-workers who have 
no National Union of their trade or calling. 

he membership of all organizations except one has increased from five to thirty-five per 

cent. The non-increase in the one (the Lasters’ Protective Union of America), is attributable 

to the fact that a disastrous conflagration devastated the center of their industry at Lynn, Mass. 


NEW NATIONAL UNIONS. 


Following the purposes and policy of our organization, I have always endeavored, as soon 
as a sufficient number of local unions of any trade were formed, to bring them into correspond- 
ence with each other, and either to hold a conference or convention to form a National Union. 

To my mind it was better to have the National Union started and set on its way to progress, 
though weak at first, than to have a fragmentary number of local unions of the same trade or 
calling without any central head or common concert of action among them. As a consequence 
twelve ney national and international unions were formed within the past year, and two are 
about to hold a convention for the same purpose within a few days. 

Of the above number, eight have affiliated to the American Federation of Labor, and the 
remainder propose to do so at their next convention. 

here have been cases of local unions of certain trades that were directly affiliated to the 
American Federation of Labor, which, when a National Union of their trade was organized, 
desired to retain their direct affiliation with us and refused to join the National Union. After 
repeated efforts to persuade them to attach themselves to the National Union, and their failure 
to comply, I have felt it incumbent upon me to revoke their charters. 


STRIKES. 


From the statistical blanks before referred to, the national organizations reported 1,163 
strikes having taken place authorized by them. 
f this number 989 were successful, 76 lost and 98 compromised. 
Many were the concessions gained without the necessity of resorting to a strike, and in 
most cases the answers came too numerous to mention: “‘cannot mention them all, etc., etc.” 
The strikes were generally for a reduction in the hours of labor and increase of wages, or 
the maintenance of the rights of the workers. 
All report an increase of wages from seven to twenty-five per cent., except one, the silk- 
workers, who report lesser earnings, owing to dullness of trade. 
The increase in wages and improved conditions were shared in proportionately by those who 
were not members of the organization. 
hus it will be seen that our organizations are continually succeeding in making their mem- 
bers larger sharers in the product of their toil and doing that work for them which no other 
organization on earth think it worth their while to deal with. 
am more than convinced that as the bagi | people learn to appreciate the necessity of 
organization and the federation of all, steadier and larger gains will be forthcoming as the result 
of our joint efforts, and we shall be so much nearer the end—justice to all mankind—for which we 
so earnestly strive. 


STRIKE ASSISTANCE. 


Several applications have been made to this office for financial assistance during strikes by 
et organizations, the members of which went on strike first and applied for assistance after- 
wards. 

In many instances, upon the mere statement’ of the fact that they were affiliated to the 
American Federation of Labor, their demands were acceded to; in others, with what assistance 
we could give them, ge 4 were successful, but there were instances in which the men were so 
thoroughly unprepared that they were immediately compelled to make application for financial 
assistance, which we could not give. 

Those most persistent in their applications were generally those who had paid nothing but 
the small per capita- tax to the office for the mere running expenses of the organization. 

desire to impress upon the minds of the working people the absolute necessity that they 
should keep in view that it is not bluster nor ostentation that will win victories for them. 

Such organizations of labor may at times win victories from their employers, but they are 
generally of a transitory character. We must not only be right, but possess the power to enforce 
that right, and there is no argument so potent with unwilling or unfair employers to grant reas- 
onable demands as a well-organized Trade Union, with a well-filled treasury, to stand them in 
need should a strike be necessary to enforce the demand. 
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The payment of fair dues in a union, regularly contributed in times of peace, is much more 
valuable than assessments enforced during strikes. The workers are then always prepared to 
meet any attack and give their organizations the character of permanency so essential to success. 


ASSESSMENTS. 


_ With the last convention a new area was opened up in one of the methods of our organiza- 
tion. 

We inaugurated a system by which all the National Trade Unions affiliated were required to 
assess their members or pay directly a certain sum towards helping affiliated unions in conflict tuo 
maintain their rights in difficulties with their employers. 

Most of the organizations responded to the call at once, while others were bound to await 
the decision of their convention and then responded, and a few others from various causes 
(mainly their own poor condition), have not yet been able to remit them. 

The amounts received will be reported to you by the secretary. That the nearly $12,500 
paid by the Federation to the Carpenters in their struggle was of great assistance in aiding them 
to victory, the secretary of that organization frankly natalia with appreciation in his 
report to their convention. 

I submit to your consideration the advisability of a continuance of this system, and the 
extension of it to the local Trade Unions directly affiliated to the American Federation of Labor, 
and which have no National Trade Unions. I propose, however, that if this proposition is 
approved the fund when created be kept separate from the National Trade Unions assessments in 
order that practical assistance may be given to both, and neither have cause to complain of 
entrenching upon the moneys appropriated or paid by the other. 


INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONGRESS. 


Immediately after the United States Congress decided upon the city in which the World’s 
Fair should be held, in compliance with the resolution of the last Convention, I issued an invita- 
tion to the organized he. workers of the world to be represented at an International Labor 
Congress, to be held at Chicago in 1893. I urged that no other International Labor Congress 
be held that year, and asked for the appointment of temporary committeemen for the purpose 
of making the preliminary arrangements. I cannot say that the invitation has met with much 
encouragement. Whether this is due, that for a time all were in doubt that the World’s Fair 
would be held at all, or whether it is due to the fact that since our resolution was adopted several 
separate invitations, emanating from wholly different sources independent of each other, have 
led to confusion in the minds of wage-workers of other countries, or, owing to the great distance, 
cost, or indifference to the whole scheme, is more than I can say. Iam convinced, however, that 
if we are desirous of holding a successful International Labor Congress in 1893, we must be very 
energetic and by all means be represented at the one previously held in Europe. 

In connection with this subject, it becomes my duty to call your attention, that a bill was 
introduced in Congress looking toward the holding of a World’s Congress of Labor, under the 
auspices of the United States Government. The matter has not received the endorsement of the 
Executive Council, nor has anything been done to commit the American Federation of Labor to 
it. The circulars, bills and other papers are herewith submitted for such action as you may 
deem most advisable to take. 

EIGHT-HOUR LAW. 


The Law, passed in 1868, stipulating that eight hours shall constitute a day’s work for 
laborers and artisans in the employ of the United States Government, is not yet enforced, and 
it seems that special efforts in each instance are necessary to secure the extension of the law to 
apply to every class of employment. Then again, the officers entrusted with the enfercement 
of the law overcome its provisions by letting out work to contractors whe are not required to 
enforce the law. 

ALIEN CONTRACT LABOR. 


Upon the demands of our representatives Congress discussed amendments to the Alien Con- 
tract Labor Law. It passed the House of Representatives in satisfactory form, but in the Senate 
amendments were tacked to the bill to such an end as would thwart the very purposes of the law. 

Recognizing the danger that threatened us, I wired a protest aginst the adoption of the 
amendments referred to, urging that it were preferable that the law remain as it is, rather than 
to further destroy its intention, thus opening up the flood gates for hordes of laborers, to be 
brought to this country like slaves under contract. 


LABOR DAY. 


The first Monday in September, the day set apart by several states known as Labor Day, has 
been snore —— observed than ever before. 

I would suggest that efforts be made to have all the States enact a similar law, and to urge 
the governments of our several States to follow the example set by the Governor of Kansas, by 
issuing a proclamation calling upon the citizens of the State to observe it. , 


CHILD LABOR. 


Of all the ills that mankind suffers from, the unjust and cruel tendencies of modern methods 
of A a elataaeainas the one that seems to me to rise to horrible proportions ts that of Child 

abor. 

Our centers of industry with their mills, factories and workshops, are teeming with youn 
and innocent children, bending their weary forms with long hours of daily drudgery, wit 
pinched and wan cheeks, and emaciated frames, dwarfed both physically and mentally, and_fre- 
quently driving them to premature decay and death. The innocent smile of youthful happiness 
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is soon transformed into wrinkles and other evidences of early decay. The life’s blood of the 
youth of our land is too frequently sapped at the foundation. 

The hope of a perpetuity of free institutions is endangered when the rising generation is 
robbed of the opportunity to enjoy the healthful recreations of the play grounds or the mental 
improvements: of the school house. 

* The children of the workers have none to raise a voice in their defense other than the 
organized wage-workers, and I appeal to you to take such action as will protect them from the 
contemptible avarice of unscrupulous corporations and employers. 


SAILORS AND FIREMEN. 


The Sailors’ and Firemen’s International Union, whose efforts to effect a unity of the 
seafaring craft throughout the civilized world seem likely to be crowned with success, is deserv- 
ing of our assistance. While this union seeks to aid the men who traverse the sea to improve 
their condition, it also desires to remove the chief cause of the present low standing of the 
United States as a maritime power. These men ask the endorsement of a measure now pendin 
in Congress, entitled, “‘A bill to regulate the employment of able seamen on_board ee 
R. 11273.” The union further suggests that Section 1 of the bill be amended to provide, “that 
vessels be properly manned and be entirely seaworthy.” I commend their cause to your earnest 
consideration, oat trust that from our action on this question will arise an American Plimsol. 


BUREAUS OF LABOR STATISTICS. 


The Bureaus of Labor Statistics of the General Government and the several states should 
devote more of their investigation to the influence of the labor organizations upon the moral 
and material welfare of the wage-workers in particular, and the whole community in general. 

I have been in correspondence with the chiefs of all the bureaus with this object in view. 
I am pleased to say that several of them show a readiness and have complied, while others have 
been working in on this line since their inception. 

I am satisfied that if the organizations will but make manifest their desire for its enforce- 
ment, the Bureaus of Labor will be more than willing to respond with cheerfulness. 


A. F. OF L. LABEL. 


I am in constant receipt of letters from organizations affiliated, asking for the Federation’s 
label. From my experience I am led to’ believe that if this convention should authorize the 
incoming executive to prepare a union label to be issued under such regulations as may be 
deemed most advisable, much good would result. Of course, the label must not either supersede 
or be in antagonism to any label already issued by any affiliated organization. 


INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT LAW. 


At the request of the International Typographical Union the Executive Council endorsed 
the bill pending before Congress for an International Copyright Law, and insisted that one of 
the provisions of the law shall be the protection of the compositors and of other wage-workers 
in the printing trade. ‘ 

: The bill is still pending before Congress and we have reason to believe will be enacted into 
aw. 
. BALLOT REFORM. 

In several states a reform in the method of voting, by which the citizen protected from 
scrutiny and open coercion in casting his vote, has been enacted into law. 

*I trust that we will not relax our energies to extend its beneficent effects until all the 
States in the Union are brought into line upon this question, 

In speaking upon this subject it will be well to bear in mind that notwithstanding all the 
safeguards that human ingenuity can devise for a secret ballot, political intimidation and free- 
dom of action can only result from economic independence. 


AUDITORS. 


Pursuant to the Constitution, the Executive Council appointed a Finance Comimittee of 
three from the delegates elect to this convention, to meet in his city prior to the convention 
to audit the accounts. 

ORGANIZERS. 


The several hundred general organizers angeteed for their respective districts have con- 
tinued to work faithfully and zealously in the Trade Union cause. o them large measure of 
credit is due for the success with which our movement is meeting. Thousands of our fellow- 
workmen and women who formerly were working long hours and receiving a miserable pit- 
tance therefor, treated with contempt and without the slightest respect in consequence of their 
disorganized condition, have been brought within the fold of union and almost immediately 
resulted in an approved change surprising to themselves. 

In view of the prevalent selfishness of so large an amount of people, it is but a faint 
measure of praise to say that these men have made sacrifices of both time and money in the 
interest of their fellowmen, without reward or hope of reward, other than the consciousness and 
satisfaction resulting from having performed a noble duty. 


COMBINATIONS, 


Recently the movement among the corporate and employing classes to combine has taken 
more rapid strides than ever before. 


e frequently hear of the formation of organizations among them with the avowed purpose 


le. This movement has not only 
en directed to give it an international 


of antagonizing and thwarting the efforts of the working people. 
been going on in any one country, but the efforts have be 
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character. Many an expression have I heard of fear of such a growing power, and it becomes 
my duty to call attention to the fact that, as wage-workers, we have nothing to fear from such 
combinations, — we have the intelligence, the energy and the courage to meet the 
combinations of our employers wilth the organizations of labor. 

There is no greater power to deal with the exactions or to curb the tendency to injustice 
of corporations than the well disciplined and prepared grand army of organized labor. 

o extend the beneficent influences of organization to the wage-workers throughout the 
entire length and breadth of our country should be our first purpose, and to ally our forces with 
those of the organized wage-workers of other countries appeals to our best judgment and deserves 
our best efforts. ’ 

The working people of the world suffer from the same ills and have a common interest In 
the struggle to remove them. Patriotism, love of country, is one of the noble traits of the human 
character, but a recognition of the fraternity of all mankind is the highest aspiration of the 
human* family. 

Acting upon this thought, I have continued the correspondence with the active men in the 
labor movement of other countries, and have opened up relations of amity and good will with 
many new ones. 

suggest that this policy be continued in order that the near future may witness a triumph- 
ant phalanx of the world’s toilers. 

Cc. L. F. CHARTER, 


Some few months ago the Central Federation of Labor of New York City made an applica- 
tion for a certificate of affiliation. It was accompanied by a list of the organizations attached to 
that body. At the head of the list was the name of the American Section of the Socialist Labor 
Party. The matter received my keenest thought and best judgment. I consulted the constitution 
and saw there clearly defined which organizations were entitled to affiliation with the American 
Federation of Labor. The Socialist Labor party or any other party or section of a party is not 
included among the number. But, apart from any constitutional considerations, I believed then 
and am convinced now that the Socialist Labor party, as a party, is not entitled to representation 
in a purely trade union organization. 7 

t indocmed the Central Labor Federation of the above fact, and they declared their deter- 
mination not to ask the Socialist Labor Party to withdraw and renewed their request for the 
charter. I reiterated the opinion expressed in my former letter and resolved to refer the entire 
matter to this convention to decide whether the position I took was correct. 

Since this matter was first broached a number of people, glad to clutch at anything that 
promises something to “talk about’? and sow the seeds of dissension, have ascribed to me all 
sorts of opinions and motives. It has been charged that I am trying to drive the Socialists out 
of the movement; that I am intolerant of others’ opinions, and other insinuations —— ridicu- 
lous and untrue and too numerous to mention. I desire to take this opportunity of saying that 
I have.ever held that the trade unions were broad enough and liberal enough to admit of any 
and all shades of thought upon the economic and social question; but at the same time the 
conviction is deeply rooted in me that in the trade union movement the first condition requisite 
is jen mm membership in a trade union, regardless of which party a man might be a 
member of. 

Those who have had any experience in the labor movement will admit the great work and 
forbearance, tact and judgment requisite to maintain harmony in organization. The trade unions 
are no exception to this rule. In the trade union movement I have ever endeavored to attain 
that much desired end, and recognize that that in itself is of a sufficiently important nature and 
requirement as to preclude the possibility of jointly acting with organizations based upon differ- 
ent practical workings or policy. : 

if am willing to subordinate my opinions to the well being, harmony and success of the 
labor movement; I am willing to sacrifice myself upon the altar of any phase or action it may 
take for its advancement; I am willing to step aside if that will promote -our cause, btu I can 
not and will not prove false to my convictions that the trade unions pure and simple are the 
natural organizations of the wage-workers to secure-their present material and practical improve- 
ment and to achieve their final emancipation. 


OFFICIAL JOURNAL. 


It is now three years since the Union Advocate, our official journal, ceased publication. I 
suggest the consideration of the advisability of its re-establishment. 
here are many matters of trade and general interest which will require your attention, to 
which mere allusion in this report would make it too voluminous. 


CONCLUSION. 


In closing my term of office, permit me to assure you that my every thought and every act 
has ever been in the direction of that one goal we hold so dear in common. If at any time I 
have been depressed, the nobility of the hopes and aspirations of our great cause has stirred 
me to energy and action. The misery, the degradation of so many thousands of our fellow 
human beings, the result of their poverty, cries out and becomes a wail upgn the ears of the 
lovers of mankind, who yearn and struggle year after year in that contest which can know no 
ending until man’s inhumanity to man shall cease, and the injustice, evils and despair of the 
people shall live only in history as episodes in the development and the social regeneration of 
man. As the representatives of the organized workers of our country, let us lay aside all per- 
sonal differences, and arise to the dignity and loftiness of the great problem and cause that con- 
fronts us, and work out the emancipation of labor from the thraldom that cunning and chicanery 
have enmeshed us. sms 

The President closed the reading of his report amid enthusiastic applause.. 

ba report of the President was referred to the Committee on President’s report when ap- 
pointed. 
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SECRETARY EVAN’S REPORT. 


To 5 og and Representatives of the Tenth Annual Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor: 


Fellow Workingman—In accordance with constitutional provisions, we are again assembled 
in Annual Convention for the purpose of legislating upon’ questions that are of special interest 
to our constituents and the wage-workers in general. S representatives intrusted with responsi- 
bilities that will outline the future movements of the various trades represented, it is a duty 
incumbent upon all delegates present to guard well the interest involved, and make an extra 
effort to do honor to the trust confided in them. Incidents have presented themselves during the 
past year that have placed the American Federation of Labor in a position to test the real 
merit of Trade Union principles. How far it has succeeded in demonstrating its ability to play a 
leading ay in the work of labor reform can be best illustrated by the work it has accomplished. 
At the last Annual Convention, held in Boston one years ago, the question of a reduction in 
the hours of labor was fully discussed, and methods determined upon by which it could be 
put into practical operation. 

The advisability of selecting the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners to lead in 
the movement has been made manifest to all, and the successful result is one which all Trades 
Unionists can well feel proud of. 

The constitution provides that the Secretary shall publish financial reports and send them 
to each affiliated body. In compliance with this provision I have published reports for the 
eleven months commencing December 2d, 1889, ending October 31st, 1890, and have sent them 
to all National and Local Unions entitled to receive them. As the Secretary’s report is confined 
to a financial statement, as above referred to, it necessarily follows that my present report will 
be very brief. I trust, however, that it will not lose any of the essentials necessary to make it 
interesting, so far as a presentation of the present condition of our organization is concerned. 

During the term ending October 31st, 1890, 274 charters have been issued to unions in 
thirty-three States, as follows: 







NS sas. os SNES TAN OER EAS WO 2 Maryland .. .......66. cia ks tae ha alee we I 
PE Ls ces SRRCRPRERSee KUNE Er RORe EN I ER ee ar een en eS ae . 6 
ER. os. 2g ss wk See c wap Pee eWewe Canes 3 Montana ....  cescccccsnececcccevccccccs I 
Sarre ee 2 New York .....ccscccceccsccssccscecccces 36 
COREIOUE ng ce cencccscceecesiscoccvess 6 New wey S905 VORUSS CCE nSSS RE OSSD ECE E.S 3 
District of Columbia..........cccccccsces I New ampshire ....... PO ee I 
South Dakota Ohio .. 

Georgia > Oregon ... 

Illinois cant Pennsylvania 

EE us| cana p ude ahs 0bd0s ke edhe baba blee Rhode Island 

EEE Seas shane c sch ban VER DEST OSES Tennesee 

ET Sere pO re ee ere 
Massachusetts Virginia 

Michigan Wisconsin | 

Missouri West Virginia .....cccccsescocescvceveess 9 
Minnesota Washington OE RR Pe ee Er PE 3 
Mississippi 





In addition to the above, eight charters have been issued to National Unions, making a total 
of 282 during the term. , 
he following statement will show the financial receipts and expenses from December 2d, 
1889, to October 31st, 1890: 








RECEIPTS. 
Per Capita Tax and Supplies ........cccccccccccccecces $9,522.84 
Agitation Fund .......... sees. J 619.02 
Voluntary Assessment ...... vite 1,220.94 
SE PP eet rr rr + 12,486.94 
‘Balance on hand Dec. 2d, 1889........2eeeeeeeeceeeevece 864.90 
re re re errr ee errs Pere $24,714.64 
Printing ...... 9.50 
Supplies 8.35 
Stationery .. 2.94 
Fixtures, etc., ° 98.55 
Telegrams, ...... ; a 87.16 
Expressage ...... 180.66 
Postage and Stamped Envelopes 707.04 
Rent, Fuel, Gas, etc. ....cccccccccccccccvsccccensscccees 363.50 
Salaries and Clerk Hire ........ccccccecsccccccccecscecs 3,569.15 
Traveling and Organizing .........csceeeeceeecceeeceece 1,216.53 
Ae PRMUNMIOD © 5 sinc iv 0600 00c0nspereverersas bees aweee 12,060.64 
PONONG. oc ccs cheep errneceres erry Cre ee reer ee 43-00 
PERAOTIRTIOUD «560 5:0:0.0:0:510 5.0.0.0 9:10.65 56 woe 6009. 0:00 9:00.00. 6080 16.55 
Ms: sede is Levitan nk ve dédabs 6 4neR eH Pee ree sa eas $21,073.57 i 


I an 0:5. 09.950 6ASN98 6 6584.66 4:5 ON Ue 0 5 d509426808 $3,644.07 
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It will be observed by the above’ statement that $13,707.88 have been received for assess- 


ments and $12,060.64 paid out, leaving a 


lance of $1,647.24 from the assessments, and 


$1,996.83 in the general fund, leaving a total balance in the treasury of $3,644.07. 


COMPARATIVE SUMMARY. 





1887. 

WCRI. dideadcneuvicnseesoalecnscuuceceevacaecte $2,100.34 

“* Expenses 2,074.39 

Balance ..... —— $25.95 
Total Receipts $4,538.50 

i xpenses 3,933.67 

PEE St KRG Cin cdcncleccepenedingedteaneaetienessees -———. $604.83 
Total Receipts $7,443.23 

i xpenses .... 9578.33 

Balance .......... -————_ $864.90 
*Total Receipts $24,714.64 

m xpenses «+ 21,070.57 

Balance ?..... ——--—--— $3,644.07 





The Committee on Secretary’s Repdrt at the Boston Convention recommended that tne 
Executive Council issue an appeal for voluntary contributions to cover the expenses of sending 
out lecturers to push on the work of the short-hour movement. In compliance with this recom- 
mendation, appeals were issued and sent to the affiliated unions. In response to the appeals, the 
amount of money received did not cover the expenses that were incurred by the speakers engaged 
for this purpose, and in consequence $53.23 had to be taken from the general fund to make 
up the deficiency. The necessity for an agitation fund, as recommended by my predecessor, 
Brother P. J. McGuire, last year, has forced itself upon my mind as being one of the most 
—— things necessary to advance the short-hour cause and the Trades Union Movement in 
eneral. 

. The pulse of workingmen in almost every trade throughout the country is beating very fast 
for a shorter workday, and unless some preparations are made to meet the issue during the 
coming year we cannot expect to be as successful as we should. The wheel has been set in 
motion by the American Federation of Labor to bring about this much-needed reform, and let 
us hope that it will continue until every workingman in the land can enjoy the benefits that wifl 
accrue from a fair share of recreation and rest. 

In concluding this brief report I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to President Gompers 
and all my colleagues on the Executive Council for kind advice and friendly assistance rendered 
during my term of office. Our relations in office have been such as to command my greatest 
admiration and respect for them. To the officers and members of National and Local Unions 
that I have come in contact with through correspondence, I wish to return many thanks for 
fraternal kindness received at their hands; and now that my term of cffice is closed, believing 
as I do that I have made every honorable effort to do justice to the trust reposed in me to the 
full extent of what ability I possess, I leave it in your care, and trust thatno act of mine has 
contributed anything to retard the onward progress of the American Federation of Labor or the 
Trades Union movement. Very truly yours, CHRIS. EVANS, Secretary. 





(UM 


At the close of the reading of the report, 
which was received with applause, it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Secretary’s report 
when appointed. 

President Gompers appointed a special com- 
mittee of five, as per resolution by Delegate 
Morgan, as follows: 


W.. J. Shields, F. K. Foster, J. B. Lennon, 
W. J. Cannon, F. L. Rist. 

Committee on Rules—J. Doherty, J, W. 
Barnes, J. Wiener, J. Bauer, Geo. W. Clark. 

The hour of six having arrived the Presi- 
dent then declared the Convention adjourned 
until 9 o’clock A. M., Dec. 9, 1890. 





* Report for eleven months. 
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SECOND DAY.—Morning Session. 


The Convention was called to order at 9:20 
A. M., with President Gompers in the chair, 
and Chris. Evans, Secretary. 

Minutes of previous day’s session were read 
and approved. 

Telegrams from Thos. I. Keddgens and 
E. G. Debbs were read to the Convention by 
the Secretary as follows: 


Denver, Colo., Dec. 9, 1890. 
To Samuel Gompers, Clawsen’s Hall: 


The Machine Wood Workers’ International 
Union of America sends fraternal greetings 
to the American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion and wish it God speed. 


THOS. I. KEDDGENS, Supt. 


Terre Haute, Ind., Dec. 6, 1890. 


Hon. Samuel Gompers, President American 
Federation of Labor, Detroit, Michigan: 
My Dear Sir and Brother: Permit me to ex- 

press the hope that the approaching Conven- 

tion of the great Labor Organization of which 
you are President will, in its deliberations and 
final conclusions, meet every expectation of 
yourself and co-workers. 

he American Federation of Labor is now 
of such vast numerical strength and influence, 
that its debates and decisions are of vital in- 
terest to all other labor organ:zations, and to 
the country. This being true, it requires no 
prophet to foresee, that the interests of labor 
are, to a degree which it would be difficult to 
state, confided to your organization. 

Taking into consideration the phenomenal 
growth that has marked the Order from its 
incipiencv. the wisdom that has distinguished 
its councils, and the success that has attended 
its movements, I do not doubt that its future 
achievements will be still more cheering. 

The victories secured from the eight-hour 
day, which have been won under the banner 
of the American Federation of Labor, have 
given it a place in the regards of all organ- 
ized workers, and that more battles are to be 
fought for increasing the blessings of the 
eight-hour day under your leadership, is an 
assurance that more victories are to be won. 

The principle of federartton which your 
great Order so spledidly champions is every- 
where gaining ground, and is no longer op 
posed by workingmen of eo ce The 
name of your Order is in itself a tower of 
strength, and wishing you a harmonious ses- 
sion and future success equal to your most 
sanguine expectations, I am, in the bonds of 
fellowship, very truly yours, 

EUGENE V. DEBS, 
Grand Sec. B. of L. F. 


President Gompers then made the follow- 
ing appointments: 

Messenger—Samuel Goldwater. 

Assistant Secretary—Robert Y. Ogg. 

Moved by Mr. Lennon that the nominations 
be confirmed. Agreed to. 


Delegate Menchie of Denver announced the 
birth of a new child, viz.: The Clerks’ Na- 
tional Union. Delegate Delabar announced 
the birth of a twin, The Waiters’ Nationar 
Union—both of which were ushered into ex- 
istence by all delegates amidst tumultuous 
applause. 

President Gompers appointed committees 
as follows: 

On President’s Report.—H. 5 Skeffington, 
Wm. H. McCord, Edward L. Daly, John S. 
Kirschner, James Duncan. 

On Secretary’s Report.—John McBride, Wm. 
A. Carney, August Delabar, J. J. Byron, N. 
Con forti. 

On Constitution—Wm. H. Kliver, Martin 
Fox, John B. Rea, Wm. J. Dillon, Ed. Mc- 
Sweeney. 

On Resolutions.—G. B. M. Houston, John E. 
Coughlin, C. C. Thomas, Thos. J. Flemming, 
John F. O’Sullivan. 

On Grievances.—T. J. Morgan, T. J. Hen- 
messy. a Kane, August V aldinger, Harry 

. Boyd. 

On Organization.—R. Prosser, F. Fildew, 
Robert Bandlow, Adam Menche, W. De Vaux. 

On Labels and Bo Sotte. james J. Daly, 
Alex. Mullen, Ernest Bohm, H. H. Blackmore, 
R. H. Metcalf. 

Committee on Credentials reported favorably 
on credentials of George E. McNeill, for Fed- 
eral Labor Union No. 3873. Recommendation 
was concurred in and delegate seated. 

Committee on Rules made the following re- 
port: : 

To the Officers and Delegates of this Conven- 
tion: 

Your Committee on Rules beg leave to pre- 
sent the following rules for the government 
of this Convention: 

1. The Convention shall be called to order 
at 9 A. M., adjourn at 12 to reasemble at 2 
P.M. and adjourn at 6 P. M., and at the _ap- 
pointed time the Chairman shall call the Con- 


vention to order. 


2. During the hours of meeting no dele- 
gate shall be allowed to leave the room unless 
by permission from the chair. 

3. Every delegate when he rises to speak 
shall respectfully address the chair. While 
speaking he shall confine himself to the ques- 
tion. 

4. Should two or more rise to speak at the 
same time, the chair shall decide who is en- 
titled to the floor. 

. No delegate shall interrupt another in 
his remarks, unless it be to call him to order. 

6. a delegate while speaking be called 
to order, he shall at the request or the chair, 
take his seat until the question of order is 
determined, when, if permitted, he may pro- 
ceed again. 

J. delegate shall not speak more than 
once on the same subject or question, until all 
who wish to speak shall have had an opportunity 
to do so; nor more than twice without permis- 
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sion from the house; nor any longer than five 
minutes at one time, without permission. 

question shall not be subject to de- 
bate until it has been seconded, and stated 
from the chair, and it shall be reduced to writ- 
ing at the request of any member. 

9. When a question is before the house no 
motion shall be in order, except to adjourn, to 
refer, for the oe uestion, to postpone 
indefinitely, to postpone for a certain time, to 
divide, or to amend, which motions shall sev- 
erally have precedence in the order herein 
named. 

10. A motion to lay on the table shall be 
put without debate. 

11. A motion for a reconsideration shall not 
be received unless made by a delegate who 
voted in the majority and shall require a 
two-thirds vote. 

12. Any delegate who may not be present 
to answer his name at roll-call shall be marked 
—_— by the Secretary. 

he previous question shall only be put 
ween called for by at least ten delegates. 

All questions not herein provided for 
shail be decided according to Cushing’s Manual. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
1. Roll-call of officers and delegates, 


_ 2. Reading minutes of previous day’s ses- 
sion. 


3. Report of Committees on Credentials. 
4. Reports of Officers. 
5. Reports of Regular Committees. 
6. Reports of Special Committees. 
7. Unfinished business. 
8. New business. 
9. Election and installation of officers. 
10. Good of the Federation. 
11. Adjournment. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 
JERE. DOHERTY, Chairman. 
. W. BARNES, panne 
mo eS BAUER 
WIENER. 
EKOREE W. CLARK. 
Moved’ and seconded that report be received 
and taken up seriatim. Lost. 
Moved and seconded that report be received 
and adopted. 
Moved and seconded to strike out Rule 2. 
Adopted. 


Moved that report be adopted as amended. 
.\dopted. Moved that Secretary be instructed 
to have rules printed for use of delegates. 
Withdrawn. 


REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE. 


Detroit, Mich., December 8, 1890. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the A. F. of L.: 


Gentlemen :—We, your committee, appointed 
by the Executive Council to audit the accounts 
of the Secretary and Treasurer of this body 
for the past eleven months beg leave to state 
that we have carefully examined the same. 
We have found the books in good order and 
carefully kept, and the finances in such shape 
as to leave no doubts in our minds as to the 
efficiency and trustworthiness of your Secretary 


—5 


and Treasurer. The result of our labors are 
as follows: 
Balance in treasurer’s hands at last 


TON cic Sedtccased Seterescs $ 864 90 
Per Capita Tax and Supplies....... 9,522 84 
SRNR TOE Sacosv kneies ve dense 619 02 
Voluntary Assessment ............ 1,220 94 
FEE rae eee 12,486 94 

A ae Oe CET ee $24,714 64 


Total amount of expenditures.. 21,073 57 


Balance on hand Nov. 1, 1890..$ 3,644 07 


Thanking your worthy Secretary for valuable 
assistance, your committee respectfully submit 


the above report. 
ij; STIPPICK. 
M. BURKE. 
M. LIPE 
Committee. 

Moved that the report be approved as read. 
Agreed to. 

Presdent Gompers read a letter from Hugh 
McGregor, General Secretary Amalgamated 
Sailors and Firemen, which was afterwards 
referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolutions from Delegates named were read 
and referred to the following committees: 


COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION. 
Resolutions by Abrahams, Clark, _ Eikoff, 
Lipe, Morgan, Pittman, Lennon, Vorhaur, 
Braunschweig, (2), Barnes. 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 
Resolutions by Bauer, Bandlow, Rist, Mor- 
gan (3), Duncan, Lewis, Lennon, Kirschner, 
Braunschweig (3). 


COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION. 
Resolutions by Lennon, Sweeny, Bracken, 
Lipe (2), Morgan (2), Foster, Holl, Jr., Re- 
gan (2), Menche, Hueber, Clavey, J. Daley, 
Barr, Vorhauer, Braunschweig. Tile Layers’ 
Progressive Union. 


COMMITTEE ON LABELS AND BOYCOTTS. 


Resolutions by Zuber, Foster, Egan, Barnes, 
Braunschweig, J. H. Rea. 


Resolutions by Mr. Lochenberg, referred to 
incoming Executive Council. 

Delegate Delabar was called to the chair, 
and Frank K. Foster, Secretary of the Special 
Committee, made the following report: 

Mr. President and Delegates: 

The committee appointed to consider the 
subject matter of the Central Labor Federation 
of New York City in its relation to the A. F. 
of L., has attended to its duty and begs leave 
to report as follows: 

Organization was effected by the choice of 
W. J. Shields as chairman and Frank K. Fos- 
ter_as secretary. 

The committee listened to extended state- 
ments by President Gompers, Lucian Sanial, 
A. Waldinger and Ernest Bohm, and from the 
evidence adduced and arguments submitted 
reached the following conctusions: 

1st. That we recommend the cordial ac- 
ceptance of the proffered fraternity of the S. 

«+ P., as embodied in the address of Mr. 
Sanial. The hope and aspiration of the trade 
unionists is closely akin to that of the socialist, 








That the burden of toil shall be made lighter, 
that men shall possess larger liberty, that the 
days to be shall be better than those that have 
been, may property be the ideal of those in all 
movements for labor reform. 

2d. We recognize, however, that men of 
different schools of rage oe ht, often seek 
to arrive at the same end ifferent roads. 
This right of difference aoe be considered. 
This is the logical outcome of variation in 
circumstances, of birth, education and temper- 
ament. We affirm the trade union movement 
to be the legitimate channel through which 
wage-earners of America are seeking present 
amelioration and future emancipation. Its 
methods are well-defined, its functions special- 
ized, its work clearly mapped out. 

3d. We further hold that F og trade unions 
of America, comprising the A. F. of L., are 
committed against the introduction of matters 
pertaining to partisan politics, to the religion 
of men or to their birthplace. We cannot log- 
ically admit the S. I. P. to representation, 
and shut the door in the face of other political 
organizations formed to achieve social prog- 
ress. We are of opinion that a political party 
of whatsoever nature is not entitled to re vn 
sentation in the American Federation of La 
While, therefore, deprecating the meceseity 
which has arisen of refusing to admit those 
who seek our comradeship, we feel compelled 
to make the following recommendations: 

First.—That the credentials of Lucian Sanial, 
from the Central Labor Federation of New 
York City, be returned. 

Second.—That the position taken by Presi- 
dent Gompers and the Executive Council in 
regard to the old charter or the C. L. F. of 
N. Y. be affirmed on the ground that the C. 
L. F. did virtually cease to exist and forfeited 
thereby its charter. 

Third.—That the decision of President Gom- 
pers against granting a new charter to said 
organization be affirmed, as the decision by this 
body is in accord with ‘the meaning and intent 
of our constitution. 

Fourth.—That the delegates to this Conven- 
tion, while declining to admit representatives 
from the S. L. P. as a political party, declare 
themselves tolerant of all phases of the reform 
movement, and would bar no delegate as an 
individual, because of his belief, whether radi- 


cal or ameneeanien:” 
J. SHIELDS. 
JouN be L, a 


PRANK ty 
FRANK K. POSTER. 
Secretary. 


President Gompers resumed the chair. 

At the close of the reading of the Special 
Committee’s report Mr. Morgan offered the 
following motion: 


That the Special Committee’s report, to- 
gether with the statement of President Samuel 
Gompers and Lucian Sanial, ‘be printed and 
referred to the respective organizations repre- 
sented in this convention, with the request that 
their Delegates to the next National Convention 
of the Federation of Labor be given special 
instructions regarding this matter in anticina- 
tion of the subject being again presented for 
the action of the National Convention. 


Delegate Houston was called to the chair, 
and President Gompers and others addressed 
the Convention on the Morgan resolution. 
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Mr. Delabar hoped that charter would be 
granted the C. L. F. on account of the great 
interests involved. 

Mr. Skeffington thought much injury would 
be done shoemakers’ organizations if charter 
was not granted. 

Mr. Daley stated that although instructed to 
vote against admission of delegate, yet hoped 
resolution of Mr. Morgan would be adopted. 

President Gompers opposed the resolution 
and stated from information of Mr. Sanial to 
postpone consideration of the entire subject 
for a year, in his opinion it would only tend 
to widen the breach and embitter the feeling 
much more a year hence than if it was finally 
acted upon at this convention. 

Mr. Lennon thought the convention was 
strong enough, possessed common _ sense 
enough, and had courage enough to take the 
proper stand upon this question at once. The 
constitution of the A. F. of I. convinced him 

beyond a doubt that no political party is en- 
titled to representation in the convention. 
The only way anything of this character can 
be overcome would be by amendment of the 
constitution at the proper time. 

r. Fox hoped the convention would not 
defer action but come to a direct vote upon it 
indorsing action of Executive Council. 

Mr. Kirschner thought it would be a fatal 
error to defer action for a year as it would 
bring discord and strife, that the end would 
never be heard, and would end in the destruc- 
tion - a large ‘number of organizations. 

r. Duncan thought matters should not be 
»ostponed; the sooner the issue was made the 
hetter for all concerned. Delay would gain 
nothing. 

Mr. Morgan thought the motion he offered 
ought to be adopted. the charter was not 
granted it would ceertainly hurt the Shoemak- 
ers and other organizations in N. Y. City. 
That the S. L. P. is not knocking at the door 
of the convention, but that the Trade Unions 
are. He thought it was not a question of 
courage but discretion, and deferring the reso- 
lution would only have a tendency to having 
the subject more fully discussed. The matter 
ought to be printed in order to avoid biased 
statements—that the C. L. F. of N. Y. was 
practically in the same position as the labor 
organizations of Europe. 

{r. Foster was in favor of immediate action. 
If he had not such regard he would be in- 
clined to believe Delegate Morgan guilty of 
a bit of sophistry. He (Morgan) stated at one 
time that the Socialist Labor Party did not 
ask representation here, and a moment after- 


_ wards says that the Socialist Labor Party would 


carry on an extended propaganda to show that 
they are entitled to be represented here. That 
the” organizations represented at the convention 
debated, discussed and deliberated and already 
assume a position in a my to the principles 
and methods of the S. L. P.. The S. L. P. is 
admittedly an integral part of the labor move- 
ment, but we must decline to permit it as a 
political organization to engraft itself and its 
methods upon the American Federation of 
Labor. We accept ,the offers of fraternity, and 
upon the propaganda of the principles we are 
agreed. The question is a matter of reason, 
evidence and fact. It is the business of our 
organizations to debate matters of practical 
policy, rather than fling a bone of contention 
between the different wings of the labor move- 
ment. We do not reject the C. L. F. of N. 
Y., but the delegate from any political organ- 
ization. 

Mr. McNeill held that the reports of the 
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President and Secretary of this convention 
demonstrated the truth of the theory that prog- 
ress of the whole movement depends upon con- 
centration of all power and energy in some 
given direction. The Eight-hour movement had 
resulted in added membership, propagation of 
great economic questions such as no other year 
in the century has given. That if the proposition 
of Morgan would be adopted it would postpone 


- the results of our movement for Eight Hours 


this year to some other year, and as a socialist 
protested against the attempts to introduce 


socialist party methods into this historic, nat- 
ural development of economic questions. If 
Mr. Morgan’s motion would tend to the dis- 
cussion of economic questions pure and simple, 
it would elicit truth and light, but he was 
familiar with affairs of labor organizations and. 
knew it would lead to discussions of political 
questions by political methods. 


The hour of twelve having arrived a recess 


was declared until 2 o’clock P. M. 


SECOND DAY—Afternoon Session. 


The Convention was called to order by 
President Gompers at 2 o’clock P. M. 

On roll being called the following delegates 
were found absent: 

Mueller, McIlwain, Relyea, Klein, Beizen- 
herz, Moxly. 

Minutes of morning session were read and 
after a few corrections declared adopted. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Morgan on vote it was lost. 

J. J. Daley was called to the chair, and 
President Gompers addressed the Convention 
on the report of the committee. 

Delegates Duncan, Reidel, Klein, Morgan 
also took part in the discussion. 

Moved that Delegate Morgan be given un- 
limited time to discuss the question. Agreed 
to. 

after further discussion by delegates Kirsch- 
ner, Morrow and Dillon, the previous question 
was called for, and on motion was lost by a 
vote of 34 for and 44 against. 

Delegate Dillon moved as a substitute that 
the subject matter be referred to the incoming 
Executive Council to report at the next An- 
nual Convention. An interesting debate was 
indulged in by Delegates Foster, P. McBride, 
Wisdom, Delabar, Brandlow and McNeill. 

Delegate McNeill moved that debate close 
upon the entire subject at 5:15 o’clock P. M. 
Agreed to. Further discussion was continued 
by Delegates Abrahams, Dougherty, J. J. 
Daley and Kliver, after which a vote was taken 
on the motion to refer and was lost. 

The following is the substance of the discus- 
sion on the committee’s report: 

President Gompers gave a detailed account 
of the question of the old charter and the 4 
ae for a new one by the C. L. F. of N 

. and said in substance, that when the differ- 
ences in the labor organizations of New York 
occurred and the Central Labor Federation 
organized, they applied for a charter, which 
was granted. 

The delegate of that organization, represent- 
ing them at the Boston Convention, declared 


that the C. L. F. would cease to exist upon 
the following day. The fact wy published 
in the official papers of the C. L. F. that they 
had adjourned sine die and became reunited 
with the Central Labor Union. That a short 
while thereafter Mr. Henry Emrich, Trustee 
of the C. L. F., and treasurer of the "American 
Federation of Labor, surrendered the charter 
with a statement that the organization had 
ceased to exist. Owing to renewed _ dissen- 
sions, several of the organizations, formerly 
constituting the C. L. F., were suspended from 
the C. L. U. for holding clandestine meetings. 
They then organized the C. L. F. anew, and 
called upon him (the President) for the old 
charter, which could not be complied with, since 
the official books and accounts noted that the 
charter had been surrendered. They appealed 
from that decision to the Executive Council, 
who sustained the, decision of the President. 

The C. L. F. then applied for a new char- 
ter. With the list of organizations accompany- 
ing the application was the American Section 
of the Socialist Labor Party, and that he could 
not, upon constitutional as well as Trade Union 
grounds, consistently grant it. 

He so informed the Secretary of the C. L. 
F. that the American Section of the Socialist 
Labor Party, as a party, could not be_recog- 
nized in a central labor organization of, trade 
unions, and rather than have a local dispute 
he would refer the entire subject of granting 
the charter to the Convention. e claimed 
that the application for a new charter was a 
bar to any question as to the right of the C. 
I. F. to the old one. That Mr. Sanial was 
wrong in saying that_the charter was placed 
in the hands of Mr. Emrich for safe keeping, 
for he (the President) held a letter from Mr. 
Bohm stating it was placed in his (the Presi- 
dent’s) hands by resolution of the C. L. F. 
The acrimony was brought into the discussion 
of this question by the parties claiming admis- 
sion in publishing scandalous and false state- 
ments through the press. 

He denied either that the condition of the 
working people or of the labor movement in 
Austria, Germany, France, and Switzerland 
should be held up as the ideal of the working- 
men of America to follow, and based his 
statement that the poor condition of a people 
socially and economically could be measured 
generally by their lack of organizations, based 
upon an economic, as well as a social or polit- 
ical character. 

Supposing Socialists did organize large num- 
bers in England, we never heard that John 
Burns, Tillet or Mann, or others, coming to 
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the Trade Union Congress or Trades Councils 
as the representatives of the Social Democratic 
Federation of England. No! They never 
made so preposterous a claim. They came as 
representatives of Trades Unions, immaterial 
whether they were Socialists or not; and so he 
urged, no matter what school of thought a man 
might be in favor of or hold as his principles. 
The condition upon which representation in a 
Trade Union Council, such as here the ques- 
tion, must be good standing membership in a 
rade Union. 

He defended the Unionists of England. It 
was easy to charge all of them with corruption. 
These same parties ng the officers of the 
railroad organizations, because they refused 
to order their members on strike recently, with 
having the “boodle” of the Vanderbilts in their 

ockets. Such wholesale charges fall flat when 
urled indiscriminately. 

It was not fraternal to say that if the S. L. 
P. was not admitted there would be war, and 
threaten us with destruction for doing what 
we think right. We do not antagonize S._ 
P., nor has anyone given utterance to anything 
that could be so construed. We insist upon 
doing our work as Trade Unionists. Spread 
the fight of any school of economic, social, po- 
litical and scientific thought, but it must be 
through the Trade Unions. He had his hopes, 
aspirations, and held the highest ideals as the 
result of the labor movement. But the meth- 
ods of the Trade Unions and the S. L. P. are 
inherently different. 

He_ spoke of principles and_ constitutional 
considerations, and would now discuss expedi- 
ency. He said the Federation had grown to 
wonderful proportions, yet there were power- 
ful National Trade Unions not yet affiliated. 
Even if the claim of the L. P. could be 
justified later, it was entirely not so today. All 
should first aid to convince the railroad and 
other organizations to join with the A. F. of 
IL. in the great’ work before it, to help lift up 
the large mass who, as yet, fail to comprehend 
the benificent effect of organization. He was 
sure if the S. L. P. of N. Y. would withdraw 
and allow the C. L. F. to obtain their charter 
a great local movement would be inaugurated 
which would benefit the labor movement of the 
entire country. 

Mr. Duncan _ held that there were two ar- 
guments put forward for the granting of a 
charter to the C. L. F. One was answered by 
the President, and the other he desired to 
answer by saying, that, as a representative of 
the Baltimore Federation of Labor, the state- 
ment is untrue that the Socialist Labor Party 
is represented therein, as alleged by Mr. Sanial. 

hey would not tolerate K. of L. assemblies, 
and crtainly would not allow the Socialist 
Labor Party to be represented. In fact, it 
was well known that he would go to this Con- 
vention and vote against the issuance of a 
charter to the C. L. F., and that, in itself, 
ought to be an answer to Sanial’s statement. 

Mr. Riedel gave his experience of the work 
of the Socialists in Sheboygan in organizin 
unions and connecting them with the C. L. u 
They had done a great deal of work to agitate 
the eight-hour movement and_ secure reduc- 
tions in the hours of labor. Socialism is not 
against Trade Unionism. He regretted that 
all the great work done by the Socialists 
should be ignored, and they to receive the 
kicks and cuffs, and it much hurt him to re- 
ceive the same treatment at this Convention. 


Mr. Morgan said he was not in favor of the 
Socialist Labor Party being grafted into or- 
ganizations represented in this body at this 
time, and that it was one of the greatest 
mistakes that the New York men have made. 
He hoped for harmony, but regretted to see 
that destroyed by attacks upon Socialists and 
foreigners. That this discussion will go be- 
yond the Convention and create bitterness and 
strife. The conditions in the old country 
were the result of despotism, which the Social- 
ists are eliminating. hat the organizations 
of this country are not subject to monarchial, 
but monopoly, rule. It would have been of 
gest importance if the President of this body 

ad done what he implied he would do, in 
having every word down in writing,* instead 
of what he said here verbally, extemporane- 
ously, and that he will be sorry for his utter- 
ances. He (Mr. Morgan) had left the Trade 
Unions and gone so far away that he found 
himself alone. He came back in touch with 
his fellow-men. There seems to be a fear in 
the minds of great Unionists that the Socialist 
movement should not be recognized or sup- 
ported in any form. The labor unions in 
Chicago, and other cities, have been sold out 
eriodically, to the other parties and never 

n denounced. In 1886, the Trade Unions 
and K. of L. assemblies came together and 
rolled up 35,000 votes for a labor man. 
Powderly sent orders suspending all K. of L. 
assemblies who contributed out of their funds. 
In less than two years the K. of L. movement 
was dead in Chicago. The President of the 
Federation appealed to know-nothingism and 
he declared it alike to Powerdly’s waving of 
the American flag. 

Mr. Kirchner believed this was the first time 
he saw the Constitution enforced in reference 
to this'matter. There are forty or fifty per- 
sons connected with this Socialist section who 
are held up as a scarecrow. The Socialist La- 
bor Party stands for the emancipation of the 
working classes. 

It would be an error to exclude the C. L. F. 
There could be no harm in seating the dele- 
gate. He felt satisfied that if the delegate was 
seated, in a week or two the S. L. P. would 
withdraw. 

Mr. Holl believed that the monopolists would 
be the only persons interested by this discus- 
sion. If the report of the committee bad 
been put without discussion it would have been 
adopted within a few moments. 

Mr. Dillon as a Trade Unionist, believed in 
solidifying every link in the chain of labor. 
He did not feel prepared to adopt the report 


. of the committee in its present shape. He 


thought there was a way out without entirely 
ignoring the claims of the Socialists. We had 
previously handled questions just as delicate 
and received beneficial results, and proposed 
that the entire subject matter be referred to 
the incoming Executive Council. 
. Mr. Foster thought this would be an error 
since the Executive Council, the Committee on 
Credentials and the Convention had referred 
it to a special committee to report it back after 
deliberation, and action should now be taken. 
It was not held that the Socialists should not 
join Trade Unions, or Federal Labor Unions, 
but that they cannot be represented on the floor 
of the American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion as a party. Sentiment was.all right but it 
should not be permitted .to obscure clear 
thought. We welcome every phase of the re- 





*An expert official stenographer was present who took down the speeches verbatim. Evi- 


dently, Mr. Morgan did not know this. 
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form movement to assist us, but a man without 
a Trade Union card is not a Trade Unionist. 

That if a distinction is made in favor of the 
Socialist Labor Party every variety of the 
reform movement, single taxists, anarchists and 
Greenbackers have a right to be admitted. We 
do not refuse a charter to the unions repre- 
senting the C. L. F., but that as a matter of 
fact the S. L. P. deprives these unions of that, 
charter. 

Mr. E) McBride argued that the A. F. of 
L. encouraged home rule, and that the safe- 
guards in the constitution prevented the de- 
struction of it by the small vote such organiza- 
tions as the C. L. F. could wield. 

If the C. L. F. would subscribe to the con- 
stitutional provisions it would be sufficient for 
all purposes. He was get both to the 
committee’s report and the motion to refer, 
and believed the old charter should be re- 
turned. 

Mr. Wisdom—It seemed to him that the ac- 
tion of those who favored the S. L. P. being 
placed before the organizations represented here 
was not just. 

He called attention to the movement of the 
Trade Unions of Great Britain to work out re- 
forms and improvement in the condition of 
the working people before the Socialists were 
known. Shorter hours, higher wages, and 
other concessions were the result of ay 
Baiigaeon Union movements. Our first new Bh 

.- our trade, our callings and ourselves 

unite them all to obtain greater social 
ca hccoay 

Mr.Delabar claimed it would be a_ mistake 
not to grant the charter to the C. L. F. They 
aided the Bakers’ organizations, and prevented 
the destruction of their National Union. If 
the A. F. of L. allowed local central organ- 
izations it should allow them to decide for 
themselves who are to be represented. It was 
wrong to say that they should not come in as 
the S. L. P. and allow them as Federal Labor 
Unions. 

Mr. Cannon claimed that we had the right 
to decide to whom a charter should be granted 
in accordance with our constitution. It is 
clear that Trade Unions only should be ad- 
mitted. 

We do not debar men from becoming mem- 
bers because they are Socialists, but insist 
that they must be members of a Union. If 
they would withdraw in a month, why not 
withdraw now and remove the bone of con- 
tention. The delegate from Chicago said, 
“When he left Trade Unionism he was alone.” 

Thy not teach this to the men who claimed 
admission here. No, they want to be recog- 
nized as a Socialist Party, and Trade Union- 
ists to follow in their lead. 

Mr. Gompers replied to the aspersions cast 
upon him and resented the idea of placing 
him in the position of an advocate of know- 
nothingism, he himself a foreign-born citizen 
and a factory operative from his eleventh year, 
working every day at his trade until he was 
thirty-seven. 

He did not antagonize Socialism, and drew 
a distinction between Socialism and the So- 
cialist Labor Party. 

He did not want to detract ‘from the good 
work and the battles fought in Europe in fa- 
vor of progress and advancement, but he dis- 
puted that the labor movements of Europe 
should be held up as the ideal for the Ameri- 
can working people to follow, and maintained 
that the movements of America and_ Great 
Britain were in advance of those of other 
countries. 


Mr. Morgan felt badly that some plain 
speaking had been indulged in, but why did 
not his blood boil with indignation when 
Sanial indulged in his tirade of abuse of the 
Trade Unionists? 

He (Gompers) spurned the idea that he 
would regret anything he had said. He was 

a Trade Unionist pure and simple. He would 
ps An his opinions, but when it comes 
to a deep-seated conviction to maintain the 
purity of the Trade Union movement, even if 
to maintain that stand drove him from the 
Presidency of the American Federation of La- 
bor (the greatest honor and gift at the com- 
mand of organized labor) he would not prove 
false to it. 

The delegates had heard speeches under the 
guise of a but did not note the venom 
that had been interjected by the advocates of 
the claimants for admission in their utter- 
ances through their own papers and the _pub- 
lic press. He was willing to follow the Trade 
Unionists in whatever direction the move- 
ment would tend. He was willing to give 
credit for work done, but it must be borne in 
mind that there was a labor movement before 
the S. L. P. was ever in existence, and that 
Burns, Tillett, Mann and other Socialists of 
Great Brjtain were the graduates of the Trade 
Unions of Great Britain and challenge proof 
that they ever claimed to represent the So- 
cialist Party in a Trade Union Conoeress. 

They organized unions other than their own 
trades, and while not disparaging their work, 
so have Trade Unionists her and deny that the 
Socialist Labor Party were the exclusive or- 
ganizers. We desire to cultivate the friend- 
ship of all schools of thought in the labor 
movement, radical or conservative. We want 
to continue our movement in the future upon 
the lines already laid down and carry it on to 
success. 

Mr. Abrahams: believed that the Trade 
Unions were the proper schools to educate 
the trade workers. We have no antagonism to 
the S. L. P., but thought the efforts against 
the organization would accomplish the reverse 
of the object sought. When the Trade Unions 
of our country have achieved the Eight-Hour 
~ we can then take a step further. 

{r. Doherty thought there was something 
beneath the surface of the claim made for a 
mission. It was evident to him that. the in- 
tention was to declare in favor of Socialism 
and to take a partisan stand as a Socialist La- 
bor Party. Many organizations here _repre- 
sented declared positively against the introduc- 
tion of politics in any shape or form. 

It has been claimed that so much was done 
by the Socialist for the labor movement, and 
the appeal to the sentiment of the convention 
regardless of the interests involved and threat- 
ening the destruction of the organizations un- 
less they are admitted. 

Mr. Daley thought it would be judicious not 
to refer the matter to the Executive Council. 


The motion then recurred on the adoption 
of the committee’s report. The ayes and nays 
were called for by a sufficient number of dele- 
gates and ordered with the following result: 


Ayes—Carney, Doherty, Prosser, McCord, 
Huber, Hain, Skeffington, Phelan, Kliver, Fil- 
dew, Shields, Blackmore, Flemming, Lipe, 
McKenzie, <Ashinger, Bandlow, Abrahams, 
Gompers, Mahoney, Cannon, Crowley, Holl, 
Jr., Eby, Harrington, Thomas, Relyea, Dun- 
can, Barnes, McNeill, Vorhauer, Dillon, Voll- 
brecht, Klein, Regan, Stahl, Redruff, Wisdom, 
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Talbot, Rist, Mullin, White, Houston, Fox, 
Metcalf, Lennon, McSweeney, Ed [L. Dal 
Coughlin, Clark, Thullen, oe J. oe 
Rea, Sharkey, Fleehearty, Pm Reill yron, 
Morrow, Pittman, Burke, Swain, O'Sullivan. 
Lochenberg, Moxley, rg yontere, Ober- 
ling, Egan, Foster, Watts, J. Daley, Fred- 
erick, Bauer, Freeman, redk Hennessy, 
Eickoff, Boyd, Stippick and Zuber (represent- 
ing. 9574 iso 

ays—Reidel, Kirschner, Braunschweig, 
Wiener, Delabar, Bracken, Bohm, Morgan, De 
Vaux, Waldinger, John Rea, Patrick Mc- 

ryde, Kane, Scaife, John McBride, Lewis, 


Whalen and Clavey or leggy ng 496 votes.) 
Mis Perna tld Kibler, Mueller, 
ssocghe and MclIlwain (5) 
The committee’s report was declared 
adopted. 


On motion the following committee was ap- 
pointed to see about having a photo taken of 
the delegates in front of the City Hall: 


Committee—Fielden, Lipe and Eickhoff. | 
Delegate Delabar was excused from acting 


on Committee on Secretary’s Report, and 
Delegate Reidel appointed to fill the vacancy. 

The following resolutions presented by dele- 
gates were read and referred to committees 
named: * 

Committee on Labels and Boycotts—Reso- 
lutions by Crowley, McGill, De Vaux and 
others. 

Committee on Resolutions—Resolutions by 
Crowley and Delabar. 

Committee on eaten See by 
Oberling, Waldinger, Menche and Eby. 

The local committee of arrangements on be- 
half of the Detroit Council of Trade and La- 
bor Unions,. extended an invitation to the 
delegates and newspaper men to attend a com- 
plimentary banquet to be held at Clawson’s 
Hall, Wednesday evening at 9 o’clock. The 
invitation was accepted, and convention ad- 
journed until 9 o’clock A. M., Wednesday, 
December 10, 1890. 


THIRD DAY—Morning Session. 


Detroit, Mich., Dec. 10, 1890. 


The Convention was called to order at 9:15 
A. M., with President Gompers in the chair. 
Chris. Evans, Secretary. 

Roll called and following absentees noted: 
Shields, Lipe, Abrahams, McIlwain, Eby, Har- 
rington, Thomas, Relyea, Stippick, Klein, Fox, 
Wisdom, Rist, Metcalf, Lennon, McSweeney, 
Clark, McNamara, J. H. Rea, Beissenherz, 
Reilly, Morrow, Pittman, O’Sullivan, Foster, 
J. J. Daley, Frederick, Kibler and Whalen. 

Minutes of previous afternoon’s session 
read and approved. “ 

Mr. Dillon called to the chair. Telegrams 
were read from Henry Ark, Secretary Sea- 
men’s Union of the Pacific Coast, and Presi- 


dent Council Federated Trades of the Pacific | 


Coast. Referred to Committee on  Resolu- 
tions. 


Telegrams from Birmingham, Ala., asking 
that next Convention be held in that city. 

Received and filed. 

Resolutions presented by the following dele- 
gates were read and referred to committees 
named: 

Committee on Resolutions—Resolutions b 
Lipe (2), Thomas, Fildew, Scaife, Duncan (2 
and Bandlow. 

Committee on Organization—Resolutions by 
A. Reilly, Sharkey, Barnes, Fox, Ashinger, 
Bohm and Coughlin. 

Committee on Labels and Boycotts—Reso- 
lutions by Vorhauer, Bohm, Duncan, Band- 
law, Trades and Labor Assembly of St. Louis 
and vicinity, Morgan and Hain. 

Vice-President P. J. McGuire was called to 
the chair. 

Moved that the rules be suspended and the 
Convention take a recess until 2 P. M. Agreed 
to. 


THIRD DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Ny 
Detroit, Mich., Dec. 10, 1890. 


The Convention was called to order by 
President Gompers at 2:20 P. M. Chris. 
Evans, Secretary. 


On roll being called the following delegates 
were found absent: Crowly, Harrington, Rel- 
yea, Beissenherz and Morrow. 


Minutes of morning session were read, and, 
after a few corrections in the absentees, were 
approved. 

A telegram to Patrick McBryde, from the 
striking mifiers of Birmingham, Ala., stating 


that the members of the Executive Board. 


were in jail, was read. 
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The Committee on Resolutions reported fa- 
vorable on the appeal from Rochester, N. Y., 
Trades Assembly to aid the locked out shoe- 
makers. 

Report of committee concurred in. On 
resolution by Lochenberg, in reference to fees, 
committee recommends reference to Commit- 
tee on Constitution. Agreed to. 

On Braunschweig resolution referring to 
politicians addressing conventions, committee 
reports adversely. Report concurred in. 

On Braunschweig resolution. No. 2, on the 
abolition of the wage system should be the 
aim of the A. F. of L., committee reports ad- 
versely. Report concurred in. 

On resolution by Delabar, referring to boy- 
cotts, committee recommends reference to 
Committee on Labels and Boycotts. Agreed 
to. 

On resolution by Kirschner, in reference to 
Pinkerton men, committee reports favorable. 
After considerable debate the resolution was 
on motion recommitted to committee. ~ 

On Braunschweig resolution, “That the 
Convention recommends to the members of all 
the organizations affiliated with the A. F. of 
I. to join the S. L. P. in its contest against 
capitalism upon the field of independent poli- 
tical action.” 

Committee reports adversely. 

Report amended by Foster, that we con- 
sider it inexpedient to act in the matter at 
this time. Amendment adopted. 

On Lewis resolution, that next meeting be 
held at some point as far south as the Ohio 
River. Committee report adversely. Dele- 
gate Morgan moved to concur in resolution. 
Resolution ruled out of order. * 

On Lennon resolution, that this Conven- 
tion authorize, the publication of an official 
journal of the A. F. of I, Committee report 
favorable. Moved it be referred to Commit- 
tee on President’s report. Amended that it 
be referred to Committee on Constitution. 

Motion withdrawn. Moved to concur in re- 
port of committee. 

Miss Mary Burke was called to the chair. 

Motion to concur in committee’s report was 
lost, and a motion to table Mr. Lennon’s reso- 
lution was adopted by a vote of 44 for and 19 
against. 

Resolution by Morgan, “That in future con- 
ventions of the Federation of Labor all ad- 
dresses to be made by other than delegates be 
limited to union men Committee reports ad- 
versely. Report concurred in. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

Resolution by Bandlow: 

WHEREAS, In the interest of organized 
labor, it is essential that the literature, docu- 
ments, constitutions, proceedings of conven- 


tions, etc., be published in such foreign 
languages as may be required and demanded 


by meen et the various unions affiliated in 
the / A 

WHEREAS, At the present time more than 
one-third of the membership of the American 
Federation consists of brothers speaking the 
German language, and there is a desire on 
their part to receive the above-named publica- 
tions in a language conversant to them. 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Board of 
the American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed and empowered to have printed in the 
German language a sufficient number of copies 
to supply the demand made for the same. 

RESOLVED, That whenever there is a suf- 
ficient demand for literature, etc., in any for- 
eign language other than German the Execu- 
tive Board shall have printed such matters in 
the language desired. 


Committee reports favorable. 

Mr. Foster moved to amend that the mat- 
ter be referred to the incoming Executive 
Council for favorable consideration. Mr. Mc- 
Sweeny was called to the chair. A vote being 
taken on the Foster amendment showed the 
following result: Ayes, 33; nays, 35. Amend- 
ment lost. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

A motion was then made to concur in the 
committee’s report, and was adopted by a di- 
vision vote of 49 for and 12 against. 

The ayes and nays were then called for by 
delegate J. B. Rea. 

The point of order was raised that as the 
chair had announced the result before the 
ayes and nays were called for, the point of 
order was well taken. 

Moved that the rules be suspended and 
the Convention adjourn at 5:15 P. M. 
Adopted by a vote of 53 ayes and 12 nays. 

By unanimous consent Mr. Foster moved 
that a special committee of seven be appointed 
to consider the action of the Federation 
toward the eight-hour matter. Agreed to. 

Moved that so much of the President’s re- 
port as refers to the eight-hour movement be 
referred to the special committee. Adopted. 

Committee report favorable on the petition 
of Sailors and Firemen, presented by General 
Secretary Hugh McGregor, as follows: 


Benjamin Harrison, President of the United 

States: 

Mr. President: The humble petition of the 
delegates of the American Federation of La- 
bor, in National Convention assémbled. 
Sheweth: 

That E. W. Clark and George Miller, now 
confined in the State prison at Thomaston, 
Me., sailed on March 2, 1875, from New Or- 
leans on board the schoqner “Jefferson Bor- 
den,” of Boston, Mass., bound for the port of 
London, England. 

Undermanned and overloaded, the “Jeffer- 
son Borden” went to sea. The crew’ were 
starved. The vessel had been forty-eight (48) 
days out from New Orleans, with constantly 
rough weather, shipping every sea, under 
water most of the time, leaking badly, with 
only four (4) men before the mast to work a 
vessel of six hundred (600) tons burden. They 








then were strung up in the rigging by the 
thumbs, their toes just touching the deck. 
Agonized and parched with thirst, for the cap- 
tain had said that salt water was good enough 
for them to drink; frenzied by drinking sea- 
water, by abuse and torture, the crew made a 
rush to get possession of the vessel. Armed 
only with handspikes, they were shot through 
and through, overpowered and ironed, but in 
that frenzied rush the mates were kilied. The 
men were taken to London, sent to hospital 
until sufficiently recovered, and were then 
brought to Boston, Mass., where, in the Curet 
Court, they were tried before Judges Clifford 
and Lowell and sentenced to hanged. 

the three men of this crew who were tried for 
mutin one was an Englishman; and he, 
wounded and crippled for life, England stood 
by, with the result of a sentence of ten (10) 
years’ imprisonment. 


Commutation of the death sentence, passed 
upon E. W. Clark and George Miller was, 
on petition ” presented by Senator Morrel, 
granted by President U. S. Grant, to impris- 
onment for life; and at the request of Senator 
Farwell, the condemned were consigned to the 
State prison at Thomaston, Me. 


That the conduct of E. W. Clark and George 
Miller during the fifteen (15) years of im- 
prisonment they have suffered, has been exem- 
plarv. 

Your petitioners pray earnestly that in con- 
sideration of the undermanning of the “‘Jeffer- 
son Borden,’ the inhuman treatment of her 
crew, of the long atonement of the condemned 
and the invariable patience of the men of our 
commercial marine, that you will exercise the 
noblest prerogative of your exalted position 
and extend clemency to the unfortunate _men, 

W. Clark and George Miller, now in Thom- 
ohian Prison, Me. 


And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray, etc. 


276 Spring St., N. Y., Dec. 6, 1890. 
Samuel Gompers, President American Federa- 
tion of Labor and Delegates to the Tenth 

Annual Convention: 

Brothers—Unable to assist in your delibera- 
tions, I have the honor of transmitting for 
your consideration documents in the case of 
the “Jefferson Borden” mutiny. The first is 
a copy of a letter received from one of the 


condethned mutineers, in which the cause of , 


that mutiny can be clearly traced to the vi- 
cious practice of “‘undermanning,” a practice 
judicially denounced by Mr. Justice Butt as 
the worst of maritime crimes, and for the 
abolition of which Mr. Samuel Plimsoll, the 
President of the British Seamen’s Union, is 
bravely struggling; the second is a form of 
petition to the President of the United States 
asking pardon for the two, victims of ship 
owners’ cupidity and quarter-deck brutality 
involved in this case. 


Hoping you will exert your powerful in- 
fluence in this matter, and that the toilers of 
land and sea will march shoulder and shoulder 
to the conquest of their social destiny, I re- 
main, fraternally yours, 


HUGH McGREGOR, General Secretary. 
International Amalgamated Sailors’ and Fire- 
men’s Union. 
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(Copy.) 
State Prison, Thomaston, Me. 


Hugh McGregor, General Secretary Interna- 
tional Amalgamated Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
nion: 


Dear Sir: Your kind, brotherly letter came 
duly to hand. With pleasure I received it 
feeling as I do the need of kind hearts and 
willing hands in time of distress; incarcer- 
ated within prison walls, and suffering for a 
crime, of which, if the facts were known, the 
United States would pardon me—quickly set 
me free. But I am a poor sailor, without 
money or hope, except in the efforts of a few 
sympathizing friends, who pity me in my mis- 
fortune. 

In 1875 I _ shipped in the __ three- mosted 
schooner, “Jefferson Borden,” belonging 
and hailing from Boston, Mass. We sailed 
from New Orleans, with a cargo of cotton-seed 
oil cake, on March 2, bound for London, Eng- 
land. The vessel was commanded by Wm. M. 
Patterson, who was also part owner thereof. 
The first mate was brother to the captain and 
the second mate was the captain’s cousin. 
The captain’s wife sailed with her husband. 
The reputation of the captain was bad. He 
having had trouble with his previous crew, was 
arrested in New Orleans and committed for 
trial, but furnishing bonds, he was allowed his 
liberty and then he set sail. I - ~~ with 
the captain at his request, and, hough I 
had been told he was a bad man, yet I did not 
think he was so bad that I could not get along 
with him. He told me he was a Maine man; 
I also was a Maine boy, born in Rockland. I 
shipped. I had sailed in ships, barks, brigs 

ro schooners; had rounded Cape Horn four 
dened, and had been to all parts of the world. 
An able seaman, I had served as second mate, 
knew a sailor’s duty thoroughly and never had 
trouble on board any ship ‘uring seven years’ 
constant life at sea. I had had experience in 
both American and English ships ut I soon 
found the “Jefferson Borden” o be a floating 
hell and Captain Patterson a es devil incar- 
nate. 

Short-handed, undermanned and overloaded 
we went to sea. The crew were starved. The 
vessel had been 48 days out from New Orleans 
with constantly rough weather, shipping every 
sea, under water most of the time, leaking 
badly, with only four men before the mast to 
work a vessel of 600 tons. We were then 
strung up in the rigging by the thumbs, our 
toes just touching the deck. Agonized and 
parched with thirst, for the captain had said 
that salt water was good enough for us to 
drink. Such was our condition, when driven 
to a state of frenzy by starvation, constant 
abuse, torture and the drinking of sea-water, 
I headed a rush to get possession of the ves- 
sel. We fought armed only with handspikes, 
till shot through and through, we were over- 
powered and ironed; but in the fight the mates 
were killed. Brought to London, we were 
sent to hospital until sufficiently recovered, 
then taken to Boston, where, in the Curet 
Court, before Judges Clifford and Lowell, we, 
George Miller and myself, were sentenced to 
be hanged. Of the three men tried for mu- 
tiny, one was an Englishman. He, wounded 
and crinnled for life, England stood by. He 
was not sentenced to be hanged like us; he 
got ten years’ imprisonment. 

Sympathizing friends petitioned the Presi- 
dent | the United States to commute our sen- 


tence. The petition was signed by the jury. 
by the Mayor and the Bishop of Boston, and 
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many other prominent men, also by hundreds 
of sea-captains, the United States Marshal and 
Senator Farwell, of Maine. President Grant 
commuted our sentence to imprisonment for 
life; and at the request of Senator Farwell we 
were taken to the State prison at Thomaston, 
Me., where he have now laid for fifteen years. 


By the kindness of the warden I am now 
writing the story of that mutiny, and I take 
this opportunity of again thanking you for 
your kind attention in my behalf. I remain, 
yours truly, E. W. CLARK. 

December 5, 1890. 


Mr. Kirschner moved that the report of the 
committee be so amended as to place the mat- 
ter in the hands of the President of the A. 
F. of L. for consideration. 

Mr. Morgan moved that the matter be con- 
veyed to the President of the United States. 
By a risng vote, the motion was unanimously 
adopted. 


Convention then adjourned to meet at 9 
o’clock A. M., December 11, 1890. 


FOURTH DAY.—Morning Session. 


Detroit, Mich., Dec. 11, 1890. 


Convention was called to order at 9 o’clock 
A. M., with President Gompers in the chair 
and Chris. Evans, Secretary. 

Roll being called absentees were ane as 
follows: 


Carney, Doherty, Skeffington, Phelan, Ash- 
inger, Kirch hner, Crowley, Hall, Mcllwain, 
Harrington, Stippick, McNeill, Regan, Redruff. 
Rist, White, Houston, Fox, Wisdom, Metcalf, 
Beissenherz, Sharkey, Fleeharty, Byron, Mor- 
row, Pittman, O’Sullivan, Moxley, Schreeck, 
Foster, Watts, Frederick, Freeman, J. B. Rea, 
P. McBryde, Kane, Scaife, J. McBride. 


Minutes of previous afternoon’s session 
read, and after correcting the wording of 
Braunchweig resolution, on labor organiza- 
tions joining the S. L. P. in its contest against 
capitalism, were approved as corrected. 

Delegate J. B. Rea read the following tele- 
gram from Birmingham, Ala.: 

Executive Board released on bail. Freedom 
of (Gee) utterly denied potfanized members. 

ER FINDLAY. 

The following telegram was .also_ received 
from William Martin, ex-Secretary A. A. of I. 
and S. W. 

Pittsburg, Pa., Dec. 10, 1890. 


Samuel Gompers, Clawson’s Hall, 96 Miami 
Ave.: 


Greetings to American Federation of Labor, 
Carry forward its unstained banner. Am with 
you in spirit if not in person. 


The President appointed the following spe- 


cial committee on eight-hour matter: 

F. Ke Foster, G. E. McNeill, Wm. Scaife, 
T. Wisdom, J. F. Mahoney, T. J. Morgan and 
T. P. White. 

Moved by McSweeny, that 2 o’clock P. M., 
Friday, be the hour fixed for the election of 
officers of this body for the ensuing year. 
Adopted. 

Mr. Blackmore moved that after the election 
of officers, the convention proceed to the selec- 


tion of the next place of meeting. Agreed 
to. 

The committee on resolutions resumed their 
report as .follows: 

The committee reports favorable on resolu- 
tion of T. J. Morgan: 

RESOLVED, That the glutted condition of 
labor market in Philadelphia, Pa., made so 
by the emigration agents in Europe, that a re- 


petition of such proceedings be prevented at 
the World’s Fair in Chicago. 


Report concurred in and resolution adopted. 

Mr. Mullen was called to the chair. 

The committee reports favorable -on the 
resolution by T. J. Morgan: 

That the convention favor submitting to the 
Legislatures an amendment to the constitution 
of the United States extending the right of 
suffrage to women. 

Report of committee concurred in and reso- 
lution adopted. 

It was further resolved that the President 
of the Federation be instructed to fill out and 
endorse a petition on behalf of the convention 
for the above last-named purpose. 

On motion of Mr. Duncan, asking for pass- 
age by Congress an act “providing for the 
adjustments of accounts of laborers, work- 
men and mechanics, arising under eight-hour 
law. Committee report favorable. Report of 
committee concurred in. 

Mr. Scaife offered the following: 

WHEREAS, The’ miners of the State of 
Alabama have been on strike, or a suspension 
of work, since December rst, demanding an 
advance ‘of five cents per ton on mining prices, 
which demand the Executive Board of the 
oe Mine 7 ows of America have decided 

a just orfe; 

SW HEREAS, athe coal operators of the State 
have seen fit, in their rage, to cause the arrest 
of the Executive Board of the Alabama miners 
for no other reason that that of doing their 
—.- as ane of a labor organization; there- 
ore, b 

RESOL VED, That this Convention emphati- 
cally condemns the action of those iron-handed 











30 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS [1890 


taskmasters as unAmerican and despotic in 
the extreme, and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention pledges 
itself to spare no effort to secure to the miners 
of Alabama and other States the right to or- 
ganize, and, if necessary, strike to secure their 
rights without their officials being subjected to 
an indignity, or sent to jail for doing their 
duty to their constituents—an organization af- 
filiated with this body. Agreed to. 


The Committee on Labels and Boycotts re- 
ported as follows: 


Committee reports favorable on resolution of 
Delegate Mullin: 

RESOLVED, That no boycott be endorsed 
by the A. F. of L. until ordered by the Execu- 
tive Council, and then only after arbitration 
and other means have been exhausted. 

Report concurred in, and _ resolution 
adopted. 

Moved that the remainder of the report be 
acted upon in executive session. Motion lost. 

The resolution of J. J. Egan, boycotting the 
goods of B. Williams, was referred to the 
Connecticut State Federation of Labor. 

The committee reports adversely on the ap- 
plication for endorsement of the label of the 
Clothing Operatives’ National Union, as no 
evidence had been presented in an official 
manner. 

On motion, the matter was recommitted to 
committee. 

Committee recommends that the following 
resolutions be referred to incoming Executive 
Council. Resolution on brewery firms of A. 
Fink & Son, New York, and Lang & Son, 
Buffalo, and on picture frame firm of Schafer 
& Rhemthald, of Cleveland, Ohio. Recom- 
mendations agreed to. 

Committee recommends that resolution re- 
ferring to strike at Beaver Falls, Pa., be re- 
ferred to Grievance Committee. Reference 
agreed to. 

Committee recommends reference of the 
grievance of Cigarmakers’ Union of Roches- 
ter, N. Y., to the Executive Council of the 


Interriational Cigarmakers’ Union. Reference . 


agreed to. 

Resolution of Mr. Duncan on the placing of 
misrepresented goods on the market. 

Committee recommends reference to Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. Reference agreed to. 

On resolution to formulate a label for local 
unions having no national ‘head, committee 
recommended reference to Committee on Con- 
stitution. Reference concurred in. 

On resolution by Miss M. Burke to have 
women factory inspectors appointed. Com- 
mittee recommend reference to Committee on 
Organization. Reference concurred in. 

On resolution asking wage-workers of Pitts- 
burg, Pa., to stay away from certain play- 


houses of that city. On motion was referred 
to the Central body of Pittsburg. 

On matter of boycott on the Buck stoves 
and ranges of St. Louis, Mo. Committee 
recommend reference to Executive Council. 
Reference concurred in. 

On resolution of I. T. U. delegate referring 
to New York Tribune and other concerns em- 
ploying non-union printers. Committee rec- 
ommend endorsement. Recommendation con- 
curred in. 

Committee recommends the endorsement of 
the Label of the Tackmakers’ Protective 
Union. Recommendation concurred in. 

On Braunschweig resolution referring to ad- 
vertisements in A, F. of IL. Souvenir, com- 
mittee recommend no action be taken. Con- 
curred in. 

On resolution referring to attack by Protect- 
ive Association, K. of L., New York, against 
Local Union No. 33 of the United Brewery- 
men. Committee recommend reference to 
Committee gn Resolutions. Agreed to. 

Committee report favorable on the continu- 
ance of boycott of the following brewery firms 
of St. Louis: Anheuser-Busch and Wm. F. 
Temp Brewing Company. Report of commit- 
tee concurred in. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GRIEV- 
ANCES. 


In the matter of grievance against the Car- 
penters’ Union of Rochester, and the Building 
Trades of that city, by the Painters’ and Dec- 
orators’ Union. Committee report favorable 
Report of committee concurred in. 

On grievance from the National Trade Or- 
ganization of Pattern-makers, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Committee report adversely. Report of Com- 
mittee concurred in. 

The committee on Secretary’s report made 
their report as follows: 
~ President and Gentlemen of the Conven- 

ion: 


Your Committee desire to say that they have 
carefully read and re-read the report submit- 
ted by the Secretary and heartily commend it 
for its excellency in diction, clearness and 
brevity of construction, and while fully agree- 
ing with the recommendations it contains as 
to the necessity of pushing the work of estab- 
lishing the eight-hour work-day, and for main- 


‘taining a fund for agitating purposes, we feel 


a delicacy about interfering with the work of 
the Committee on Resolutions whose duty it 
is to report upon some of the many resolutions 
which have been referred to them, and which 
fully cover the recommendations made by the 
Secretary and endorsed by us. 
(Signed) OHN McBRIDE, 
M. A. CARNEY. 
NICHOLAS CONFORTI, 
JOHN G. RIEDEL, 
JOHN J. BYRON. 
President Gompers resumed the chair. 
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Mr. Mullen moved that a Committee of 
Thanks be appointed. Agreed to. 

The following resolutions were introduced 
and referred to the following committees: 

Resolution by Mr. Lennon regarding con- 
gressional action on the counterfeiting of union 
labels. Referred to Committee on Labels and 
Boycotts. 

Resolutions by McNeill regarding strike of 
Federal Labor Union 3,861. Resolution by 
Kibler regarding formation of National Union 
of Carriage Workers, and resolutions demand- 
ing restoration to the people of the railroads 
and public highways. Referred to Committee 
on Resolutions. 

Mr. Moxley was called to the chair. 

The Committee on Organization then re- 
ported as follows: On resolution of Bohm re- 
garding combination of boss brewers, and on 
resolution of McSweeney referring to the 
adoption of a Federation Label. Committee 
recommends reference to Committee on Labels 
and Boycotts. Recommendation concurred in. 

On preamble from Painters and Decorators’ 
Union No. 182 of New York City. Commit- 
tee recommend reference to Committee on 
Grievances. Recommendation concurred in. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

On resolution of C. C. Thomas, regarding 
the organization of electrical wage-workers, 
committee recommend that delegates do all in 
their power to further the organization of the 
above class of workers. Concurred in. 

On resolution of Mr. Lennon, asking that 
the incoming Executive Council be a commit- 
tee to secure the holding of a World’s Labor 
Congress at Chicago, IIl., in 1893. Commit- 
tee recommend the adoption of the resolution. 
Agreed to. 

On resolution, of Mr. Waldinger, referring 
to organization of the machinists, committee 
report that there is now in existence a Na- 
tional Union of Machinists. 

Mr. Waldinger offered resolution that the 
machinists be furnished an organizer. Moved 
that the matter be referred to the Executive 
Council. Mr. Lennon presented the follow- 
ing: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
Convention, and it looks with disfavor upon 
trade unions having provisions which excludes 
from membership persons on account of race 
or color, and that we most respectfully request 
that the National Machinists’ Union remove 


from their constitution such conditions, so that 
all machinists shall be eligible to membership. 


Moved, as a substitute, that the matter be 
referred to the Executive Council, and the 
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recommendations contained in the resolution 
of Mr. Lennon be carried out. Substitute 
adopted by a vote of 51 for and 3 against. 

The President appointed the following Com- 
mittee on Thanks: 


A. L. Swain, William Haln, A. Rielly, A. 
Kibler, William Clavey, William Mueler ‘and 
J. G. Reidel. 

The Committee on Organization then re- 


sumed their report. 

On resolution of Mr. Eby, asking that dele- 
gates be instructed to use their efforts to or- 
ganize the retail clerks. Committee recom- 
mend that Executive Board issue an appeal on 
behalf of the retail clerks. Recommendation 
of committee concurred in. Also that the 
same method apply to the Waiters and Bar- 
tenders’ National Union of the United States, 
after duly organized. 

On resolution of Mr. Morgan that Geo. E. 
McNeill be instructed to draft a statement of 
the development of the industrial system of 
the United States. Committee recommend 
adoption with the following stricken out: 
“That the same be read at each regular meet- 
ing of each respective organization. 

Mr. Shields moved that the document be 
referred to the Executive Council, and that 
Mr. McNeill be compensated for his work. 
Approved. 

On resolution of Mr. Lipe regarding a pen- 
alty for subordinate Unions taking sides with 
the K. of L. Committee recommend that a 
penalty be provided in such cases. On motion 
recommendation of committee was non-con- 
curred in. 

On resolution of Mr. Menche asking that 
effort be made to organize the laundry people. 
Committee recommend concurrence in resolu- 
tion. Adopted. 

On motion of Mr, MéSweeney, that a com- 
mittee be appointed on legislation and that 
proper appropriation be made. Committee rec- 
ommend reference to the Executive Council. 
A motion to non-concur in the report of com- 
mittee was lost. 

Mr. Foster moved that the matter be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council for favorable 
consideration—providing there are ample funds 
in the treasury. 

Mr. Morgan offered an amendment that the 
matter be referred to the Executive Council 
to report at the next convegtion. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, 
the convention took a recess until 3 o’clock 
P. M. 
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FOURTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Convention called to order by Secretary 
Evans. 

On motion Delegate Vorhauer was excused 
from further attendance upon the convention 
owing to illness in family. 

On roll-call the following absentees were 
noted: 

Kliver, Holl, McIlwain, Relyea, Rist, Mul- 


len, White, Coughlin, Thullen, McNamara, 
Lochenberg, Moxley, Freeman, Kickhoff. 


During roll-cali President Gompers arrived 
and took the chair. 

The minutes of the morning session were 
then read and approved after the following 
changes were made: 

Substituting the word “legislation” in Mr. 
Bandlow’s resolution for “resolution.” 

Adding to the resolution of Mr. Eby re- 
garding retail clerks that the Committee on 
Resolutions be instructed to draft suitable 
resolutions in compliance with the spirit of 
the legislation and present to the convention. 

Debate was resumed on ,ythe matter of a 
legislative committee, which was pending at 
the noon recess. 

Moved and seconded that the convention 
proceed to vote on the motion and amend- 
ments. 

The vote on the Morgan amendment was 
then put to a vote and carried. 

Moved and seconded that the vote by which 
the Morgan matter was carried be reconsid- 
ered. Lost by a vote of 15 to 57. 

Miss Burke moved that the delegates at- 
tending the sessions of the Retail Clerks’ Na- 
tional Unions be recorded as present. Agreed 
to. 

Moved and seconded that the Waldinger 
resolutions and amendments, relating to the 
machinists, be reconsidered. Carried. 

Mr. Morgan then offered the following reso- 
lution: 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Council 
be and is hereby instructed to issue a call for 
a conference of the Organized Machinists of 


the United States, for the purpose of oy . 


ae woes into one Na ational organization; an 
e it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Execu- 
tive Board be and is hereby instructed to pro- 
vide a place for such conference and delegate 
a duly authorized representative to open such 
conference in the name and by the authority 
of the American Federation of Labor. 


Agreed to. 
Mr. Houston asked that unanimous consent 
be given to reconsider the resolution passed 


this morning restricting the time for intro- 
duction of resolutions. Consent given. 

Mr. Houston moved that 10 A. M., Friday, 
be the limit for introduction of resolutions. 
Adopted. 

Mr. Lennon moved that further considera- 
tion of the reports of Committee on Resolu- 
tions be dispensed with, and that the Commit- 
tee on Constitution proceed to report. 
Adopted. 

The Committee on Constitution then made 
their report, and on motion was acted upon 
seriatim: 


To the Delegates to the Convention: 


Mr. President and Gentlemen: Your com- 
mittee, after hours of careful work, beg leave 
to submit the following: But very few radi- 
cal changes of existing laws are recommended. 
We are of the opinion that true statesman- 
ship consists in making laws that will stand 
the test of time; to make the constitution con- 
cise and easy of comprehension, and by elim- 
ination and insertion to place as many safe- 
guards about our organization as pesaithe has 
been our aim, and to that end we have directed 
our best efforts. 

on ectfully submitted, 
W. H. KLIVER, Chairman. 
W. rf DILLO 
RA 

TARTIN FO 

EDW. F. MeSWEENEY, Secretary. 
Committee on Constitution. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTI- 
TUTION. 


Art. Sec. 2, on line 2, amended to strike 
out waite ‘until his successor is elected” and 
insert ‘‘during its session.” 

Art. .3, Sec, 3, line 3, to, po, out the word 

“constitution” and insert “law 
rt. 3, Sec. 3», line 4, to add ‘to Local or 
Federated bodies.” 

Art. 4. Committee recommend to add Sec. 
6, as follows: ‘‘When it shall be proved that 
a delegate is not a bona fide craftsman of the 
trade that he represents on the face of his cre- 
dentials, he shall be declared ineligible to a 
seat in the convention. 

On motion this section was recommitted to 
the committee. 

On recommendation of committee on Art. 
5, Mr. Shields moved that the old law stand 
as it is. A poll vote being taken shows the 
following result: 


Ayes—Fildew, Shields, Blackmore, McKen- 
zie, Kirchner, Mahoney, Cannon, Duncan, 
Barnes, McNeill, Houston, Fleeharty, O’Sulli- 
van, Moxley, W halen (representing 439 votes.) 

Nays—Carney, Doherty, Prosser, McCord, 
Huber, Skeffington, Phelan, Kliver, Fleming, 
Lipe, Ashinger, Bandlow, Mueler, Abrahams, 
Reidel, Holl, Jr., Harrington, Thomas, _Stip- 
pick, Dillon, Braunschweig, Vollbrecht, Klein, 




















XUM 














XUM 


1890] AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 33 


Wiener, Regan, Stahl, Talbert, Fox, Wisdom, 
Lennon, Delabar, McSweeney, Ed L. Daley, 
Bracken, Clark, J. Rea, Sharkey, Bohm, 
Byron, Burke, ss Schreck, Oberling, 
Eagan, Foster, Watts, Jas. J. Daley, Freder- 
ick, Morgan, Bauer, Menche, Hennesy, De 
Vaux, Eickhoff, Boyd, Zuber, Waldinger, J. 
B. Rea, P. McBryde, Kane, Scaife, J. Me- 
Bride, Kibler, Lewis, Clavey (representing 

1260 votes). 

Not Voting—Hain, Gompers, Crowley, Mc- 
Ilwain, Eby, Relyea, Houch, Vorhauer, Red- 
ruff, Rist, Mullen, White, Metcalf, Coughlin, 
Thullen, McNamara, Beissenherz, Morrow, 
Pittman, Lochenberg, Conforti, Freeman. To- 
tal, 22 


Mr. Houston moved to amend the report of 
committee. That the Executive Council con- 
sist of five members, with President, to have 
a vote in case of a tie. On a call of the ayes 
and nays, 33 voted for and 32 against. 


The roll-call was then demanded, with the 
following result: 


Ayes—Skeffington, Phelan, Mueller, Abra- 
hams, «Kirchner, Mahoney, Cannon, Duncan, 
Barnes, Houch, McNeill, a Lennon, 
Ed. L. Pay McNamara, ik H. Rea, Flee- 
harty, A. Reill Byron, Burke, O’Sullivan, 
Moxley, Schreck, Coreen Eagan, Foster, 
pacer, Menche, Bo d, Zuber, P. McBryde, 
Kane, J. McBride, Whalen (representing 606 
votes.) 

Nays—Carney, Doherty, Prosser, McCord, 
Huber, Kliver, Shields, Blackmore, pastes, 
Lipe, McKenzie, Bandlow, Crowley, Holl, 
Thomas, Stippick,, Dillon, Braunschweig, oli. 
brecht, Klein, Wiener, Regan, Stahl, edruff, 
Talbert, White, Fox, Wisdom, Dalabar, Mc- 
Sweeney, Bracken, Clark, Sharkey, Bohm, 
Swain, Watts, J. J. Daly, Morgan, Freeman, 
Hennessy, De Vaux, Waldinger, J. B. Rea, 
Scaife, Kibler, Clavey (representing 1,123 
votes. ) 

Not_ Voting—Hain, Fildew, Ashinger, Rei- 
del, Gom ers, MclIlwain, Eby, Harrington, 
Relyea, Jorhauer, Rist, Mullin, Metcalf, 
Coughlin, Thullen, Beissenherz, Morrow, Pitt: 
man, Lochenberg, Conforti, Frederick, Eick- 
hoff, Lewis. Total, 23. 


Mr. Morgan moved to adopt the report of 
committee as read. The roll was then called 
with the following result: 


Ayes—Carney, Doherty, Prosser, McCord, 
Huber, Lipe, Bandlow, Mueller, Reidel, Holl, 

, Duncan, Stippick, Dillon, Braunschweig, 
Voinnet Klein, Wiener, Reg, Redruf, Tal- 
bert. Mullin, White, Fox, Jisdom, Delabar, 
McSweeney, Daly, Bracken, Clark, Thullen, 
Bohm, Mary Burke, Swain, O'Sullivan, Loch- 
enberg, Moxley Schreck, Oberling, Foster, 
Daly, P. McBryde, Morgan, Freeman, Hen- 
nessy, De Vaux, Ejickhoff, pwovd, Waldinger, 
Rae, Kane, Scaife, McBride, Lewis, Clavey 
(representing 1,134 votes.) 

Nays—Skeffington, Phelan, Fildew, Shields, 
Blackmore, Flemming, McKenzie, Abrahams, 
Kirchner, Mahoney, Cannon, Crowley, Thomas, 
Barnes, Houck, McNeill, Talbert, Houston, 
Lennon, McNamara, J. H. Rea, Fleeharty, 
O'Reilly, Byron, Eagan, Bauer, Menche, Zu- 
ber, Whalen (representing 641 votes.) 

Not Voting—Hain, Kliver, Ashinger, Gom- 
pers, McIlwain, Eby, Hegrringion, Relyea, Vor- 
hauer, Stahl, Rist, Coughlin, Beissenherz, 
Sharkey, Pittman, Morrow, Conforti, Watts, 


Frederick, Kibler, Lochenberg, Metcalf. Total 


Mr. Menche moved that the balance of the 
committee’s report be referred back to the 
committee. Agreed to. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESI- 
DENT’S REPORT. 
Detroit, Mich., Dec. 10, 1890. 


Your Committee on President’s Address ef- 
fected organization with H. J. Skeffington, of 
the Boot and Shoe Workers, as Chairman, and 
James Duncan, of the Baltimore Federation, 
as Secretary, and beg leave to submit the fol- 
a 

We rejoice in the remarkable growth and 
enna influence of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, which, in our opinion, is due 
to the efficiency and devotion of our worth 
President and Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation, and share with them the con- 
fidence that the present policy of the Ameri- 
can Federation in future years will be pro- 
ductive of still greater beneficial results to the 
toilers of our land. 

2. Eight-hour movement. Referred to spe- 
cial committee. 

STRIKES. 


3. Strikes are continually being decried as 
failures, but only by those who are least able 
to engage in them, and who at the same time 
are continually striking and with sad results. 
We are not advocates of strikes, but believe 
them to be inevitable under existing conditions. 
The best way to prevent strikes is to prepare 
for them by thorough organization, discipline 
and money, We refer those who are always 

“mouthing” of the strikes being antiquated 
and useless Weapons to the statistical reports 
of the State Labor Bureau of New York and 
the reports of the general officers of the trades 
unions of the United States and Great Britain 
as proofs of their error. 

he recent remarkable successes of the 
working people of both America and Europe, 
as shown especially by the dock laborers of 
London and carpenters of the United States, 
are additional proofs; therefore, we recom- 
mend that the system of financial assistance 
in the event of strikes, now in our Constitu- 
tion, be not alone retained, but made still 
further effective and enlarged upon by larger 
assessments and more prompt compliance on 
the part of affiliated organizations. 

4. Inasmuch as the report of the President 
shows that his appeal to the various labor so- 
cieties for their co-operation in the matter of 
holding an International Labor Congress in 
Chicago in 1893 did not meet with such a 
response as to indicate any general desire for 
such a Congress, we deem it inexpedient for 
this Convention to take any definite action in 
the matter, but we recommend that during the 
coming year the President and Executive 
Council keep themselves in communication 
with any committees that may be appointed by 
the United States Congress,,or by any bodies 
of organized labor, for the purpose of further- 
ing the project, and that the President and 
Executive Council be authorized to act with 
such committees in such manner as in_ their 
opinion will be for the best interests of this 
Federation. 

5. Regarding the Alien Contract Labor Law, 
we recommend that while the law, in its pres- 
ent form, in inadequate, yet it is in the right 
direction; and only fails of proper amendment 
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because of lack of public opinion in that di- 
rection. We urge affiliated unions to agitate 
this matter through their trade journals and 
do all they can to have this subject put before 
the public for their endorsement through the 
public press. 

LABOR DAY. 


6. We recommend to the careful considera: 
tion of affiliated bodies the advice contained -in 
the President’s address on the observance of 
labor Day, and bringing the attention of gov- 
ernors of their respective States to the uni- 
versality of Labor Day celebrations, and re- 
quest them to proclaim the first Monday in 
“a in each year as a State holiday. 

We heartily concur in the views ex- 
sogmand by the President in condemnation of 
the evil of child labor, and we urge all af- 
filiated bodies to endeavor to have the legisla- 
tures of their respective States enact such 
laws as will prevent th employment of minors 
under fourteen years of age. 


BUREAUS OF LABOR STATISTICS. 


8. We earnestly indorse the move made to 
have Bureaus of Labor use their influence 
more directly in assisting labor organizations 
in their work of elevating the moral and ma- 
terial welfare of the wage-workers, and _rec- 
ommend all affiliated organizations to manifest 
their desire for this purpose. 


THE A. F. OF L. LABEL. 

9. We_ cordially indorse the recommenda- 
tion of President Gompers in the matter of 
authorizing the incoming Executive Council 
to issue a general Union Label for unions 
under the jurisdiction of the A. F. of L., such 
label not to supersede or antagonize any label 
already issued by affiliated Rollles. 


ORGANIZERS. 


10. In the matter of the work of the organ- 
izers appointed by the President, we feel that 
no words of ours can adequately express our 

ratitude to them for their noble sacrifices. 

he “consciousness and satisfaction resulting 
from having performed a noble duty” does not 
always compensate the organizer, and we there- 
fore recommend that the President, in a suit- 
able manner, convey to the organizers the 
thanks of this convention. 

We further recommend that the Executive 
Council be authorized to pay such sums from 
the general fund to the organizers for their 
time and expenses as their judgment may dic- 
tate. 

11. ,In conclusion we recommend that, since 


the Federation has under the present adminis- . 


tration met with such a remarkable increase in 
both a financial and numerical strength, it is 
only common justice due to our President, 
Samuel Gompers, and the other members of 
the Executive Council, that this Convention 
acknowledges the fact’ by a rising vote of 
thanks to the officials for their wise and suc- 
cessful administration of affairs of the: Feder- 
ation during _ past year. | 

Respect end papernally admitted, 
KEFFINGTON, Chairman. 

TAM ss DUNCAN, Secretary. 


DALE 
OHN S. KIRC atte 
TELIA H. McCOR 
a 
Moved and seconded that the report be 
adopted, and a rising vote of thanks be given 
to the officers. Adopted. 


Delegate Reidel was excused from serving on 
Committee on Thanks. 

The Committee on Resolutions then reported 
as follows: 

On resolution of Mr. Kibler, in reference to 
the formation of National Union of Carriage 
Workers, committee recommended reference to 
Committee on Organization. Agreed to. 

On resolution of Mr. Bandlow, referring to 
certain religious printing firms in Cleveland 
who employ non-union men, committee recom- 
mended reference to incoming Executive Coun- 
cil. Agreed to. 

On resolution (no name), referring to res- 
toration of railroads to the people, committee 
report inexpedient to act upon. 

Moved that the report of the committee be 
adopted. Agreed to. 


The committee recommend the adoption of 
the following resolution by Mr. Thomas: 


WHEREAS, It is necessary that all trades 
or crafts affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor be represented in each and ever 
National Convention held by the same, by del- 
egates duly elected thereto; and 


WHEREAS, It is necessary that every trade 
or craft affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor should take deep interest in the 
business of the Conventions, so as to promote 
not only their own but the welfare of all 
+ - aaa affiliated therewith; therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention, now 
assembled in this city, do earnestly recommend 
all trades and crafts affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to choose and send 
their representatives to every National Con- 
vention. 


Recommendation concurred in. 


Committee presented the following substi- 
tute for the resolution of Mr. Kirchner on 
Pinkerton men, which was adopted: 


By Committee on Resolutions: 


WHEREAS, One of the greatest dangers 
that present themselves to the advancement of 
Trade-Union interests in America today is the 

prostitution of the police — of the country 
io employers of labor and corporations, in in- 
timidating workingmen and _ officers of labor 
unions when engaged in strikes, etc., and also 
to the employment, for the same purpose, of 
armed bands of mercenaries, such as the coal 
and iron police of 4 ‘Wee and the Pink- 
erton pase, etc.; 
» RESOLVED, That. the incoming Executive 
Council be instructed to bring the matter to 
the attention of all affiliated bodies, and urge 
them to bring the same before the Legislatures 
of their respective states, and demand the 
enactment of laws to abolish this pernicious 


system. 
G. B. M. HOUSTON, 
J. % pe Va 


Cc. MA 
THOS, wi» MLE MING. 
F. O’SULLIVAN. 
Committee. 


Adopted by rising vote. 
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Committee report favorably on the following 
resolution by Mr. Hain: 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. indorse 
a general movement favoring the Sunday clos- 
ing of all barber shops. 

Agreed to. 


By Mr. McNeill: 

WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union No. 3861 
has been on strike for the past five months, and 
the members thereof having received no finan- 
cial aid, many of them are therefore in danger 
of being starved into subjection by the most 
bara firm of Beaver Falls, Pa.; be it 

erefore 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. render 
whatever pecuniary aid it is in their power to 
give, believing that it will instill new life and 
energy into their movements and the means 
of leading them on to final victory. 

Report concurred in. 


On the following resolution hy Mr. Bohm, 
the committee report inexpedient to legislate. 
WHEREAS, Our Local Union No. 33, com- 
posed of ale and porter brewers, is being at- 


tacked continuously by the organization known 
as the Fe mae Association Knights of Labor, 
New York 5 

WHE RE AS, There seems to be a decided 
and well planned scheme to annihilate the 
Letng: od Fumes by the Knights of La- 
bor; 

RE SOLVED, That we believe such action 
of the K. of L. as not in the best interest of 
organization ; therefore we instruct the Execu- 
tive Council to adopt such measures forthwith 
as shall protect the organizations affiliated with 
this American Federation of Labor. 

Mr. Duncan moved that the report of the 
committee be non-concurred in. 

Mr. Gompers moved to suspend the rules 
and continue in session until 6:30 o’clock P. 
M. Amended to make the time for adjourn- 
ment 6:15. Amendment agreed to. 

A vote was then taken on the motion to 
non-concur and was adopted. The resolutions 
were then agreed to. 

Convention then adjourned to meet Decem- 
ber 12, at 9 o’clock A. M. 


FIFTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Detroit, Mich., December 12, 1890. 


Convention called to order at 9 A. M. with 
President Gompers in the chair, Chris. Evans, 
Secretary. 


On roll-call the following absentees were 
noted: 

Carney, Hain, Skeffington, Phelan, Kliver, 
Shields, Fleming, Abrahams, Kirchner, Ma- 
honey, Crowley, McIlwain, Harrington, Relyea, 
Duncan, Vorhauer, Stahl, Talbert, Rist, Mul- 
lin, White, Houston, McSweeney, Clark, Thul- 
len, A. Reilly, Byron, O’Sullivan, Lochenberg, 
Foster, Frederick, Freeman, De Vaux, Eicko 
Boyd, Whalen. 

The minutes of Thursday afternoon’s ses- 
sion read and approved. 

Mr. Bohm presented a document on a griev- 
ance against the Trade and Labor Assembly 
of San Francisco. seferred to Committee on 
Grievances. 

A letter was read from J. P. McDonald, 
Chatman of New Jersey Federation of Trades, 
stating that all but bona fide trade unions had 
been excluded from that body. Ordered filed. 
Resolution from Mr. Morgan referring to the 
opening of the World’s Fair at Chicago on 
Sundays. Referred to Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

By Mr. Foster, referring to Child Labor 
Legislation. Referred to Committee on Res- 
olutions. 


A letter was read from Passaic, New Jersey, 


* Trades Assembly expressing confidence in Pres- 


ident Gompers’ administration. Ordered filed. 

Letter from Mr. Delabar referring to gov- 
ernors and mayors delivering addresses of 
welcome at Annual Conventions was read. 
Ordered filed. 

Resolution from Mr. Delabar referring to 
night work in bake shops. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Resolutions. 

The following telegram, was read: 

New York, December 10, 1890.—Samuel 
Gompers. New York Socialists Club resent 
bogus Socialists meddling with trades unions. 

ROSENBERG. 

Mr. Skeffington presented a label adopted by 
the Boot and Shoe Workers’ International 
Union. Referred to Committee on Labels and 
Boycotts. 

A circular referring to the organization of 
metal workers was read. Ordered filed. 


Communication from W. S. Verity, Detroit, 
regarding Fleischmann’s boycott. Referred to 
Committee on Labels and Boycotts. 


Resolution by Mr. Reidel, referring to a code 
of working rules suitabie to particular districts 
for certain trades. Referred to Committee on 
Grievances. 

Resolution by Mr. Fildew on International 
Bricklayers. Referred to Committee on Res- 
olutions. 
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By Mr. Ashinger, on the different labels 
adopted by the A. F. of L. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Labels and Boycotts. 


By Mr. Morgan: 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be and is hereby 
instructed to forward to the International Labor 
Congress, to be held in Brussels during the 
coming year, the fraternal and brotherly greet- 
ing of this Convention. 

Adopted. 


By Mr. Morgan: 

RESOLVED, That the President of this 
Convention be and is hereby instructed to for- 
ward to the officers of the Farmers’ Alliance 
the good will and fraternal sympathy of the 
American Federation of Labor in Convention 
assembled. 


Adopted. 


The Committee on Resolutions resumed their 
report as follows: 

On resolution by Mr. O’Sullivan, on repeal 
of Section 4596 of the, U. S. Statutes, was on 
motion laid over till afternoon. 

On the following resolution by Mr. Scaipe, 
committee report favorable: 


WHEREAS, The present convict system of 
Alabama, Georgia, entucky and Tennessee 
permits the making of contracts with the min- 
ing corporations and other firms of those 
States, for the hiring of criminals, thus caus- 
ing the labor of the several industries of the 
above States (especially the coal miners) to 
compete with that of free men; and 

WHEREAS, We consider that any system 
which allows private corporations to use con- 
victs for the purpose of degrading free labor 
and reducing their wages to starvation point; 


WHEREAS, We consider the convict system 
of those States as Segpetng to good morals, 
opposed to freedom and antagonizing to honest 
labor; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention con- 
demns the convict system as operated in the 
above States, and calls upon all believers in 
justice and liberty to assist us in removing 
such evils from our midst. 


Adopted by a rising vote. 


On resolution by Mr. Rist, referring to the 
telegraph system, committee report inexpedient 
to act upon. ; 

Moved by Mr. Morgan that the document be 
placed on file. Agreed to. 

Committee report favorable on the following 
resolution by Mr. Morgan: 

_ WHEREAS, The Centennial Exposition held 
in Philadelphia in 1876 prompted the emigra- 
tion agents in Europe and‘ the transportation 
companies of the United States to flood Europe 
and this country with false advertisements re- 
specting the demand for labor and the high 
rate of wages oteaspent upon the erection of 
the Exposition buildings, etc., causing thous- 
ands of workers to spend all of their resources 
to reach Philadelphia, only to find a_ labor 
market already filled with unemployed and 
destitute workers. The efforts to relieve these 
deluded toilers exhausted the financial resources 
of the labor and benevolent organizations of 
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that city, and demoralized the labor movement 
in that city for ee afterwards; and 

WHEREAS, This deplorable condition of 
affairs is sure to grow out of the World’s Fair 
to be held in Chicago in 1893, unless efforts 
are made to prevent; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That the President of the Fed- 
eration be and is hereby instructed to use the 
resources at his disposal to inform the workers 
of the United States and Europe upon this im- 
portant matter. 


Report of committee concurred in. 


On resolution of Mr. Lipe, asking the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to indorse the paint: 
ers’ and decorators’ movement for eight hours, 
whenever practicable, committee report favor- 
able. Report of committee concurred in. 


Committee report favorable on the following 
resolution by Mr. Vorhauer: 


RESOLVED, As. the American Federation 
of Labor endorsed the eight-hour movement, 
we interpret that to mean forty-eight hours 
per week, 


Agreed to. * 


Committee report favorable on the following 
resolution by Mr. Fildew: 

WHEREAS, The bill introduced in Con- 
gress at the- last session regulating the hours 
of labor, and passed by the House, was ren- 
dered void by the améndments thereto; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we call upon our Repre- 
sentatives in Congress to pass a measure that 
shall, both in the letter and spirit, establish a 
work-day that shall not be of more than eight 
hours’ duration, whether the same be done by 
the Federal Government direct or the same be 
performed under contract. 


Report of committee concurred in. 


Committee reports favorable on the (2) fol- 
lowing resolutions by Mr. Duncan: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Council, 
on behalf of this Convention, prepare and pre- 
sent a bill to Congress at their earliest oppor- 
tunity prohibiting military and naval bands of 
music in the service and paid by the National 
Government from competing with or interfer- 
ing in the business of civilian bands and mu- 
sicians. 


Agreed to. 


RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor do everything in its power to bring 
about the repeal of all conspiracy laws, whether 
State or National, whose object is to deny to 
working people the free exercise of their rights 
to organize and be represented by committees, 
or agents of their own selection, in dealing 
with employers of labor in relation to matters 
of wages or other conditions under which 
labor shall be performed. 


Agreed to. 


Committee further recommended that the 
incoming Executive Council be instructed to 
request all affiliated bodies to urge the legisla- 
tures of their respective States to enact laws 
to abolish the same. Report of committee con- 
curred in. 
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Mr. Crowley asked permission to withdraw 
the resolution referring to New York clothing 
works. Request granted. 

Committee on Constitution resumed their re- 
port as follows: 


Sec. 6, Art IV. When a local, National or 
International trade union shall send to a con- 
vention a delegate who is not a bona fide 
craftsman of the trade he represents on the 
face of his credential, said union shall also 
send a statement to that effect to the Con- 
vention, stating the fact and giving reasons 
therefor. 


Agreed to. 
ARTICLE V.—Orricers. 


Sec. 1. The officers of the Federation shall 
consist of a President, two Vice-Presidents, a 
Secretary and Treasurer, and an Executive 
Council of five members, four to be elected by 
the Convention, and the President to constitute 
the fifth member. 

Sec. 2. The President shall be a member of 
the Executive Council without vote. 

Sec. 3. Should a vacancy in any office_oc- 
our between the annual meétings of the Con- 
vention, such vacancy shall be filled- by the 
President of the Federation, by and with the 
consent of the Executive Council. 

Sec. The President and Secretary shall 
be members of the succeeding Convention in 
case they are not delegates, but without vote. 

Sec. 5. All elective officers shall be mem- 
bers of a local organization connected with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 6. The term of the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor shall expire on 
the first day of January succeeding the Con- 
vention. 


A very spirited debate ensued on the above 
article, participated in by McGuire, J. McBride, 
Skeffington, J. B. Rea, Dillon, Evans, Mc- 
Neill, Morgan, Cannon and Jas. J. Daly, after 
which the roll was ordered called on the first 
a sections, with the following result: 


yes.—Carney, Doherty, Proser, Huber, 
Kings McKenzie, Ashinger, Bandlow, Reidel, 
Holl, Jr., Durfcan, Stippick, Dillon, Brunsch- 
weig, Vollbrecht, Wiener, Regan, Talbert, 


White, Fox, Wisdom, Metcalf, Regan, Talbert, 
bar, McSweeney, Bracken, Sharkey, Bohm, 
Burke, Swain, Lochenberg, Schreck, Oberling, 
Watts, Jas. Daly, Morgan, Schreck, Oberling, 
Eickho Waldinger, J. B. Rea, P. McBride, 
Kane, Scaife, J. McBride, Lewis, Clavey, (rep- 
resenting 1,111 votes). 


_Nays.—McCord, Hain, Skeffington, Phelan, 
Fildrew, Shields, Blackmore, Fleming, Lipe, 
Mueller, Abrahams, Cannon, Crowley, Eby, 
Thomas, Barnes, McNeill, Klein, Redruf, 
Houston, Ed. L. Daly, Coughlin, McNamara, 
Fleehearty, Byron, O'Sullivan, Conforti, Fos- 
ter, Bauer, Freeman, Menche, Zueber, (repre- 
senting 625 votes). 

Not Voting.—Gompers, Kirchner, Mahoney, 
Mcllwain, Harrington, Relyea, Houch, Vor- 
hauer, Stahl, Rist, Mullin, Clark, Thullen, J. 
H. Rea, ‘Beissenherz, A. Rielly, Morrow, Pitt- 
man, Moxley, Egan, Frederick, Boyd, Kibler, 
Whalen. Total, 24. 

The report of the committee on the sections 
of the Constitution, above referred to, not hav- 
ing received a two-thirds vote was declared 
lost. 

Moved.to recommit the report of committee 
so far as relates to Art. 5. Agreed to. 

Art. 6. Agreed to as reported by commit- 
tee (see Constitution). 

Mr. Abrahams moved to now concur in the 
committee’s report of Sec. 3, Art. 6, changing 
the bond of the Secretary from $1,000 to 
$5,000. - 

The motion was agreed to and the bond of 
the Secretary placed at $1,000. 

Secs. 4 and 5 of Art. 6 adopted. 

Art. 7. Agreed to. 

Art. 8. Adopted. 

Art. 9. Agreed to, after striking out Sec. 
4 of old Constitution, as reported by the Com- 
mittee. 

A new article, No. 10, caused a very spirited 
debate by Foster, Dillon, McNeill and others. 

The time of adjournment having arrived, a 
recess was taken till 2 P. M. 


FIFTH DAY—Afternoon Session. 


Detroit, Mich., Dec. 12, 1890. 


Convention called to order at 1:50 P. M., 
with President Gompers in the chair and Chris. 
Evans, Secretary. 

Roll being called the fo'owing absentee 
were noted: 


Hain, Shields, Blackmore, Fleming, Abra- 
hams, Harrington, Stahl, Sharkey, Moxley, 
Conforti, Foster and Frederick. 


The minutes of the morning session were 
read and approved. 

The hour having arrived for the special 
order, 


—6 


THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS, 


the Convention proceeded to nominate officers 
for the ensuing term. 

Nomination for President: 

Mr. Mahoney nominated Mr. Samuel Gom- 
pers for President. 

Mr. Stippick nominated Mr. Kliver. 

Mr. White nominated Miss Mary Burke. 

Mr. Delabar nominated Mr. Morgan. 

Delegates Kliver and Burke declined, the 
only nominees being Mr. Gompers and Mr, 
Morgan. 
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A call of the roll was called for by a suffi- y 


cient number in the election of officers and so 
ordered, with the following result: 


For Gompers.—Carney, Doherty, Proser, Mc- 
Cord, Huber, Skeffington, Phelan, Kliver, Fil- 
dew, Shields, Blackmore, Fleming, Lipe, Mc- 
Kenzie, Bandlow, Mueller, Abrahams, Kirch- 
ner, Mahoney, Cannon, Holl, Jr., Eby, Har- 
rington, Thomas, Relyea, Duncan, Barnes, Mc- 
Neill, Vollbrecht, Regan, Redruf, Talbert, Rist, 
Houston, Fox, Wisdom, Metcalf, Lennon,, Mc- 
Sweeney, Ed. L. Daly, Coughlin, Clark, Thul- 
len, McNamara, J. H. Rea, Sharkey, Fleeharty, 
O’Reilly, Byron, Burke, Swain, O?Sullivan, 
Schreck, Conforti, Oberling, Eagan, Foster, 
Watts, Jas. Daly, Bauer, Freeman, Menche, 
Hennessy, Ejickhoff, Boyd, Zuber, J. B. Rea, 
P. McBryde, Kane, Scaife, J. McBride, Wha- 


len, Clavey, Dillon, 31 (representing 1716 
votes). : : oe 
For Morgan.—Ashinger, Reidel, Stippick, 


Klein, Wiener, Braunschweig, White, Delabar, 
Bracken, Bohm, De Vaux, aldinger, Kibler, 
Lewis, Morgan, Dillon, 36 (representing 194 
votes). 

Not Voting.—Hain, Gompers, Crowley, Mc- 
Ilwain, Houck, Vorhauer, tahi, Mullin, Beis- 
senherz, Morrow, Pittman, Lochenberg, Mox- 
ley, Frederick. Total, 14. 

Mr. Gompers of the C. M. I. U. of A. hav- 
ing received a majority of the votes cast he 
was declared elected. 

Mr Morgan moved that the election of Mr. 
Samuel Gompers be made unanimous, and the 
motion was unanimously agreed to. 

Nominations for First Vice-President. 

Mr. Houston put in nomination Mr. F. L. 
Rist. 

Mr. McNeill nominated P. J.. McGuire. 

Mr. Carney nominated W. J. Dillon. 

Delegates Rist and Dillon declined. 

P. J. McGuire, of the Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, was then elected by ac- 
clamation. 

For Second Vice-President Mr. Dillon nom- 
inated W. A. Carney. 

Mr. Blackmore nominated Mr. 

Mr. Skeffington declined. 

Mr. Carney, of the A. A. of I. & S. W., was 
elected by acclamation. 

For Treasurer, Mr. 
Geo. E. McNeill. 

Mr. Dillon nominated J. B. Lennon. Mr. 
McNeill declined. 

Mr. Lennon, General Secretary of the Jour- 
neymen Tailors’ Union of America, was then 
elected by acclamation. 

Nominations for Secretary: 

Miss Mary Burke put in nomination Chris. 
Evans. 

Ernest Bohm nominated J. J. Daly. 

Mr. Daly declined. 

Mr. Evans, of the Coal Miners, was then 
elected by acclamation. 

Moved that Miss Van Etten be now invited 
to read her paper on female labor. Agreed to. 


Skeffington. 


Skeffington nominated 
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Mr. Eby was appointed to fill the vacancy on 
Committee on Thanks. 

Miss Van Etten then read Her paper, which 
was listened to by the delegates with marked 
attention, and during the time it was being 
delivered was vociferously cheered, and at 
the close received great applause from the del- 
egates present. 

Moved that a vote of thanks be tendered to 
Miss Van Etten for her very valuable address. 
Agreed to. 

Mr. Lennon moved that the address be 
printed in the proceedings. 

Mr. McGuire moved to amend that the ad- 
dress be printed in pamphlet form. Amend- 
ment agreed to. 

A letter was read from Detroit Equal Suf- 
frage Association expressing sympathy with the 
A. F. of L. and its objects, and also thanking 
the Convention for action taken on the Women 
Suffrage Amendment. 


The communication was ordered filed. 


The following report of the Treasurer, Mr. 
Henry Emrich, was read and agreed to: 
New York, Dec. 1, 1890. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the roth Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. 


Gentlemen :—I beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing report for the past year: 
RECEIPTS. 


Balance on hand Dec, 1, 1889...... $ 864 90 
From Secretary Chris. Evans during 


the three months ending Feb. 28. 2,612 16 
From Secretary Chris. Evans during 
the three months ending May 31. 10,363 20 
From Secretary Chris. Evans during 
the month of June.............. 5,278 67 
From Secretary Chris. Evans during 
the three months ending Sept. 30.. 3,989 56 
From Secretary Chris. Evans during 
the -month of October........... 1,609 15 
Total up to Oct. gr.......ce0. $24,717 64 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid on warrants during the three 
months ending Feb. 28.......... $ 1,925 71 
Paid on warrants for the three 
months ending May 31.......... 10,492 51 
Paid on warrants during the month 
OF DN ciwon tvccubesecesasendye 5,229 79 
Paid on warrants during the three 
months ending Sept. 30......... 2,436 38 
* Paid on warrants for the month of 
SE wxtea pier eos’ 9 besten 989 78 
Balance on hand Oct. 31.......... 3,644 07 
Total up to October 31........ $24,717 64 


Submitting this report, I hope that the Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. may be successful 
and tend to strengthen and advance the Trades 
Unions movement of this country. Frater- 
nally yours, 

HENRY EMRICH, Treasurer. 

The selection of a place to hold the next 
convention was then considered. 
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Moved that the speeches in nominating the 
place to hold the convention be confined to one 
minute. Agreed. 

Mr. Freman nominated Birmingham, Ala. 
Moved that the Secretary read the letter of 
invitation from Birmingham, Ala. Agreed to. 

Invitations were read from the Mayor and 
various Unions of the city of Birmingham, 
together with one from the ‘‘Labor Advocate” 
after which Mr. Daly seconded Mr. Freeman’s 
nomination. 

Mr. Menche nominated Denver, Col. 

Mr. Ashinger nominated Columbus, Ohio. 

Mr. Bandlow nominated Cleveland, Ohio. 

Mr. Huber nominated Indianapolis, Ind. 


A sufficient number of delegates demanding 
the roll-call it was ordered. 


Mr. Menche withdrew Denver. 

The vote was then taken with the following 
result: 

Columbus, 5; Indianapolis, 140; Cleveland, 
514; Birmingham, 1266. 

Birmingham, Alabama, having received a 
majority of all votes cast was declared the 
place to hold the next convention in December, 
1891. 

Mr. J. J. Daly offered the following: 

With a desire to increase the membership of 
the Mosaic and Encaustic Tile Layers’ National 
Union, we request the assistance of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, and ask all affiliated 
Unions to render such aid as may lay in their 
power. Agreed to. 

Committee on Constitution resumed their 
report: 

Report on local unions article postponed. 

Art. 10. Moved that report be non-con- 
curred in. Agreed to. 

Art. 11. Mr. Doherty moved to amend as 
follows: 7 

There shall be a Board of Appeals consist- 
ing of seven members, one each from seven of 
the affiliated National or International Associ- 
ations, such Associations to be designated by 
convention. 

The functions of the Board shall be to hear 
and pass upon all appeals taken from the Presi- 
dent and Executive Council. Their decision 
shall be final unless non-concurred in by suc- 
ceeding convention. 

Mr. Duncan moved to amend by striking out 
the words “One each from seven of the affili- 
ated National and International Associations— 
such Association to be designated by conven- 
tion,” and insert, ‘‘elected by this convention.” 

On a vote being taken, the amendment by 
Mr. Duncan, and the amendment to the com- 
mittee’s report by Mr. Doherty were defeated. 


Mr. McNeill offered the following: 


Moved, that outinet snes, covered by Art. 
10 as reported b the Committee on Constitu- 
tion, be referred to the Executive Council, 
with instructions to prepare a plan for the 


better ro. of the interests of the mem- 
bers of local unions not connected with Na- 
tional or International Unions, said plan to 
be submitted to said local unions for the accept- 
ance, amendments or rejected; and that the 
President appoint a committee of three from 
the delegates of the local unions to confer 
with the Executive Council. 


Adopted. 


On proposition declaring functions of offi- 
cers, committee report inexpedient to legislate. 
Report concurred in. 

On Tax and Revenue. Committee report. 
Already disposed of. 

On Charters, etc., Committee report inex- 
pedient to legislate. Report concurred in. 

Mr. Clark moved that the matter referring 
to sailors and firemen, laid over, be now taken 
ap and considered. Agreed to. 

Moved that we hold a night session. Motion 
withdrawn. $ 

Mr. Foster moved to suspend the rules and 
continue in session until 7 P. M. Agreed to. 

The President appointed the following com- 
mittee, in accordance with Mr. McNeill’s reso- 
lution: 


— Eickhoff, J. W. Barnes and Geo. E. Mc- 
Neill 


On the resolution by O’Sullivan, on amend- 
ment to the Revised Statutes of the United 
States in reference to seamen, committee report 
avorable. Mr. O’Sullivan discussed the ques- 
tion, during which Mr. Morgan was called to 
the chair. 

Mr. McNeill moved that further time be 
granted Mr. O’Sullivan. Agreed to. 

At the close of his remarks, Mr. O’Sullivan 
expressed many thanks to the Convention for 
the kind attention given him during his re- 
marks on this question. 

President Gompers resumed the chair. 

Mr. Lennon moved to refer the matter to 
the Executive Council. Agreed to. 

President Gompers asked the privilege to 
modify the report, which was granted. 

The committee report favorable upon the res- 
olution by Mr. Fildew, that a delegation be 
appointed to visit the forthcoming Convention 
of the International Bricklayers’ Union, and 
invite them to affiliate with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, to join in our movement for 
shorter hours and better conditions for the 
working people. It was finally amended that 
the President appoint two members of the 
building trades, and with ‘himself, to act as a 
delegation of three to carry out this mission. 


Committee report favorable on the following 
resolution by Mr. Delabar: 

WHEREAS, The journeymen bakers are all 
forced to toil at night, and mostly in low cel- 
lars; ana 

WHEREAS, The Journeymen Bakers and 
Confectioners’ International Union of America 
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has decided to place in operation day in place 
of night work; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this American Federa- 
tion of Labor in convention assembled, at De- 
troit, Mich., herewith pledges itself to do all 
in its power to aid the journeymen bakers in 
every locality where it may be possible to en- 
force day work. 

Report of committee concurred in. 


Committee report favorable on the follow- 
ing by Mr. Morgan: 

WHEREAS, The great International Indus- 
trial Expositions of the past in the United 
States and Europe have been of the greatest 
intellectual as well as moral advantages, not 
alone to those who attend, but to the world 
at large; and 2 

WHEREAS, The fullest opportunity should 
be afforded the working people who visit the 
city of Chicago in 1893, to attend the World’s 
awe as well as the inhabitants of said city; 


an 

WHEREAS, Sunday, the first day of the 
week, is the only day in the week that em- 
ployed labor has at, its own disposal; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we do hereby recom- 
mend that the World’s Fair to be held in 
Chicago in 1893 be kept open on Sunday, and 
that the President of the American Federation 
of Labor be requested to forward a copy of 
these resolutions to the Board of Control of 
the World’s Fair. 


Agreed to. 

Committee report favorable on resolution of 
Mr. Foster, reiterating the attitude of Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor upon the subject of 
child labor, and instructing the Executive 


Council to have drafted and presented to Con- 
gress a Constitutional amendment, prohibiting 
in all States of the Union the employment in 
factories and mines children under the age of 
fourteen years. 

Miss Burke offered an amendment, to make 
it apply to mercantile establishments. 

Amendinent agreed to, and the resolution 
as amended adopted. 


Committee report favorable on the follow- 
ing by Mr. Duncan: 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Councii 
be directed to present a bill to Congress mak- 
ing it a criminal offense for any person to 
a on the market any article represented as 

ing something it is not—such as selling 
goods as all-wool when they are not, repre- 
senting goods as hand-made when they are not, 
stamping goods as being of a certain quality 
when they are not, placing foreign stamps on 
domestic articles, then increasing the price of 
them, to the detriment of wage-workers, as 
they have to pay the extra cost and get no 
compensation for the manufacture so stamped. 

Report of committee concurred in. 


On the matter of Paper Hangers’ Union of 
New York, committee report adversely. Re- 
port concurred in. 

On motion, report of Committee on Reso- 
lutions be adopted as a whole as amended. 
Agreed to. 

The time for adjournment having arrived, 
the Convention adjourned until 9 o’clock 
A. M., December 13, 1890. 


SIXTH DAY—Morning Session. 


Detroit, Mich., Dec. 13, 1890. 


Convention called to order at 9 A. M., 
President Gompers in the chair and Chris 
Evans Secretary. 

On rdll-call the following absentees were 
noted: 

Huber, Hain, Skeffington, Phelan, Abra- 
hams, Crowley, McIlwain, Harrington, Thomas, 
Vorhauer, Dillon, Braunschweig, Stahl, Mul- 
lin, White, Fox, Wisdom, Metcalf, Delabar, 


McSweeny, Ed LL. Daley, Bracken, Clark, 
Thullen, McNamara, J. . Rea, Beissenherz, 
Sharkey, Fleeharty, Lochenberg, Foster, 


Freeman, De Vaux. 

The minutes of Friday afternoon’s session 
were then read, and after correction in regard 
to McNeill’s motion in reference to new Art. 
No. 10, on matters regarding local unions 
were adopted. 

A telegram from the President of San 
Francisco Women’s Suffrage Association urg- 
ing convention to endorse suffrage resolution. 
Filed. 


Letter of Greeting from Furniture Work- 
ers’ Union, No. 22, Sheboygan, Wis., was 
read and filed. 

Special Committee on Eight Hours reported 
progress. 

Committee on Organization reported as fol- 
lows: 

Committee report favorable on the follow- 
ing resolution by Miss Burke: 

RESOLVED, That inasmuch as the differ- 
ent States have appointed Inspectors for work 
shops and as there are many women and chil- 
dren working in stores and workshops that 
sadly need attention would ask this body to 
use every effort to place women as Assistant 
Inspectors in States where Inspectors are 
established and to take steps to bring about 
the establishment of Inspectors where they do 
not as yet exist. 

Committee further recommend that the af- 
filiated Unions connected with the A. F. of 
L. be and are hereby requested, through the 
Executive Council of the A. F. of L., to use 
their endeavors towards securing legislation 
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in the direction pointed out by the above’ reso- 
lution. 

Recommendation and report concurred in. 

Committee also report favorable on the fol- 
ing resolution by Miss Burke: 

RESOLVED, That a special effort be made 
to organize the working women. 

Committee recommend that this Convention 
impress upon the Executive Council the neces- 
sity of placing in the field a sufficient number 
of women organizers to labor in behalf of the 
emancipation of the women  wage-working 
class. Report and recommendation concurred 
in. 

On resolutions regarding Rubber Workers 
and thirteen other trades, committee recom- 
mend reference to Executive Council. Ref- 
erence agreed to. 

On resolutions in reference to labor legis- 
lation by Mr. Clavey, and resolution by Mr. 
Regan on notation of obligations, committee 
recommend that they be tabled. Recommend- 
ation agreed to. ; 

On resolutions by Mr. Braunschweig in ref- 
erence to organizers for Furniture Workers, 
and resolution by J. J. Daly regarding the 
status of Tile Layers, committee recommend 
they be tabled. Recommendation concurred 
in. 

On matter from the Paper Hangers’ Union 
No. 182 of New York Committee report as 
passed upon by Committee on Resolutions. 
Agreed to. 

On the following resolution, by Mr. Barnes, 
committee recommends reference to Executive 
Council: 

WHEREAS, The sawmakers of the coun- 
try are insufficiently organized, and it being 
the desire of F. L. U. No. 3,861, to form 


a National organization of that craft; be it 
therefore 

RESOLVED, That the A. F. of L. use its 
earnest endeavors to further the organization 
of that trade. : 


Reference agreed to. 


On the following resolution by Mr. Bohm 
committee report favorable. 

WHEREAS, Art. IV., Sec. 3 and 5, .state 
respectively: 

ec. 3. No organization which has seceded 
or has been suspended or expelled from any 
National or International organization con- 
nected with the Federation, shall be allowed a 
representation or recognition in this Federa- 
tion. 

Sec. 5. No Central Lanor Union or City 
or State Federation of Labor, or any other 
central na of delegates, shall admit to their 
councils delegates from any local organization 
that owes its allegiance to any other body, 
National or International, not connected with 
this Federation, or hostile to any affiliated or- 
ganization, or that has been suspended or ex- 
pelled by a National or International organiza- 
tion of their trade, under penalty of being 
denied representation in general conventions 
of this Federation. 


BE IT RESOLVED, To _ supend from 
further representation the Trades and Labor 
Assembly of San Francisco, Cal., until such 
time as Local Union No. 16 is suspended from 
the Trades and Labor Assembly, for insubor- 
dination to the National Union of Brewery 
Workmen. 

They were suspended because they refused 
to pay an assessment of ten cents per capita 
levied by a general vote. 


Committee’s report concurred in. 


On motion the report of the Grievance 
Committee be adopted as a whole. Agreed 
to. 
The Committee on Resolutions resumed 
their report. On the following resolution, by 
Mr. Eby, committee report favorable: 


WHEREAS, The Retail Clerks of America 
have “a a national body to be known 
as the Retail Clerks National Protective As- 
sociation of America and having made appli- 
cation for a charter of affiliation with the A. 


F. of L. and 

WHEREAS, The objecrs of this organiza- 
tion are to improve the moral, intellectual and 
financial’ conditions of their people by shorten- 
ing the hours of labor, developing the spirit 
of organization and an appreciation of its bene- 
fits, increasing the salaries and ameliorating 
their general condition; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That this convention endorse 
this National Association of Retail Clerks, and 
delegates be requested to exert their influence 
in their respective localities and assist in or- 
ganizing unions where none exist, and to use 
their influence in abolishing the unnecessary 
evil of compelling clerks to work on the Sab- 
bath Day. 


Moved that report of committee be con- 
curred in, and copies of the resolution be 
mailed to the labor press. 


Mr. Crowley offered the following: 


WHEREAS, Under the sweating system, 
which has made such inroads into the cloth- 
ing trade of this country, thousands of men, 
women and children -are reduced to more 
wretched and degraded conditions than those 
of chattel slavery; and 

WHEREAS, These ‘“‘sweaters’” dens bein 
located in the most wretched, overcrowde 
tenement-house districts of large cities, he can 
and does trade upon the misfortunes and mis- 
eries of his wretched employes; he pays no 
regular rate of wages, and has no prescribed 
hours of work; children of five, six, and even 
four, years are employed in working on these 
garments from early morning until after mid- 
night; and 

VHEREAS, The conditions under which 
these goods are made are a danger to the 
health of those who wear them, and the em- 
ployment of large numbers of women and very 
young children, who are thus growing up in 
ignorance and degradation! has become a men- 
ace to our future progress and prosperity as 
a nation; and 

WHEREAS, The most exhaustive history 
of the system as it exists in England has been 
furnished by the report of the Parliamentary 
commission appointed to investigate this sys- 
tem; the United States Government has as 
yet done nothing to check the evils of this 
iniquitous system, which threatens to become 
a national disgrace; therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That we most earnestly peti- 
tion that Congress speedily appoint a commit- 
tee to make a thorough investigation of the 
conditions, wages and hours of the workers 
as well as the age, physical fitness and schoo 
attendance of the children employed under 
this system, in the different cities in which the 
sweating system prevails. 

Adopted. 


Mr. Bauer introduced the following: 

RESOLVED, That this Federation use 
every means in their power to have repealed 
the “Conspiracy Law” in the State of New 
York. 

Adopted. 

On the matter presented by Mr. Weiner, in 
reference to Typographical Union No. 6, of 
New York City, it was moved that the matter 
be referred to the Executive Council. Agreed 
to. 

The Committee on Thanks reported as fol- 
lows: 

VOTE OF THANKS. 


The American Federation of Labor, in Con- 
vention assembled, takes this opportunity, at 
the close of its session, to acknowledge its ap- 
preciation of unbounded hospitality of the peo- 
ple of Detroit. To that hospitality is due, in 
a large degree, the success of this Convention; 


and it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor hereby officially tenders its sincere 
thanks to the Governor of the Comomnwealth 
of Michigan; his Honor the Acting Mayor of 
Detroit; the members of the Common Council. 
All of whom have been unstinted in their gen- 
erosity and kindness. In the same degree we 
are under great obligations to the Reception 
Committee of the Detroit Trade and Labor 
Council; the rank and file, as well as officials, 
of the various labor organizations. 

The Federation also tenders its thanks to the 
newspaper ‘press of Detroit for its uniformly 
correct and impartial publication of the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention. 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor is hereby in- 
structed to forward copies to the various per- 
sons and organizations mentioned herein. 

A. IL. SWAIN, Chairman. 
W. _L.. MUELLER, 
x AIN 


KIBL 
ALONZO A. REILLY, 
WM. CLAVEY, Secretary. 


Report of committee concurred in. 


Mr. Regan offered the following: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this 
Convention that it is inconsistent for union 
men to work with non-union men, especially 
when they are disnlacing*their fellow union- 
ists, who may be engaged on strike or lock- 


out. 

RESOLVED, That the several unions of 
this A. F. of L. should in every way strive 
to advance the interest of their sister unions 
by rendering every assistance that is possible 
for them to give one another when in trouble. 

Adopted. 


Mr. Geo. E. McNiell read the following as 
the Special Committee’s report on eight hours. 





The American Federation of Labor, in Con- 
vention assembled, at Detroit, Mich., 1890, re- 
affirm the declaration made at Boston, Decem- 
ber, 1889, that the organized forces of the 
Grand Army of Labor in all centers of indus- 
try in America, in England and Europe have 
determined to secure a reduction of the hours 
of labor to eight per day, and we recommend 
that this Convention a _ the plan of the 
campaign of 1890, and that the power con- 
ferred at the ninth annual convention be con- 
tinued and renewed, and that each union be 
requested to assess their members ten cents 
per week for as many weeks as shall be neces- 
sary to secure the successful issue of the 
Eight-Hour movement. 

Standing on this vantage ground of success 
achieved upon our own chosen field of battle, 
and loagking backward we see the marshaled 
forces of our brave volunteers, the Unitea 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America, ready for battle. A grand division 
of the Grand Army of Labor, moving to the 
music of the Union, from town to town, from 
city to city, from State to State, bearing aloft 
the banner of Eight Hours and Higher Wages. 

The sun of that glorious day of May, 1890, 
witnessed not the blood-stained field that has 
ever marked the armed and marshaled forces 
that have contended for conquest and domin- 
ion, not desolated homes or ruined cities, but 
in its path were blooming flowers, prosperous 
cities and happy homes. 

Against the blood-red page tnat marks the 
history of the plutocracy, we place the picture 
of the toilers’ peaceful triumph. 

The armed and marshaled forces of capital- 
istic power have ever contested for conquest 
and dominion. Before them fled love and 
hope, and in their rear stood trembling despair 
and bitter hate. The widows’ cry and the 
moan of the child in the darkness that sinks 
deeper the curse of the strong man in his 
wrath. Before our ever-marching host stands 
hope with welcome cheer and love with out- 
stretched arms; and in our wake not desolate 
homes and ruined cities, but homes made 
happy and cities crowned with increasing 
power; our spoils, not captured slaves or men 
made subjects to' the tyrant’s will, but cap- 
tured hours. 

Our conquest, self-control; more hours re- 
duced from wage-enslaving toil, more hours 
for home, more hours for brother man; more 
wages and more wealth. 


“For this we hold the species human, 
Excels in value webs of cotton 
Or all the gold by wealth begotten.” 


To all who have aided in tne triumph of 
organized labor the American Federation or 
Labor tenders its most hearty thanks, and 
summons them anew to grander fields of ac- 
tion. “Eight hours” is no_ mere party cry; 
no shibboleth of action. It is the voiced 
instinct of the human race. Eight hours 
means more than two hours released from 
toil—more than the advance of wages by an 
enlarged market for our labor. It means the 
scientific, economic, peaceful solution of the 
labor problem along the line of industrial de- 
velopment. It means more wealth to-day and 
more to-morrow, the added wealth keepin 
pene with the increased value of each hour o 
toil. 

The hours of labor being reduced to the 
minimum, and the wealth of the labor increas- 
ing to the maximum, the eight-hour movement 
of to-day will make the six-hour movement 
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easier in the future. It means more wealth 
for toilers and less wealth for spoilers. 

Ve reassert our declaration that we shall 
fight it out on this line until he who produces 
wealth shall enjoy it. 

Mindful of the fact of the rapid aggregation 
of wealth and power in the hands of the few, 
and of the dangers to our political as well 
as economic liberty, from a merciless money 
aristocracy thus created, and while we do not 
propose to be diverted from our special work 
and line of action, we welcome all the organ- 
ized forces, under whatever name they may 
be marshaled, that seek to avert the threat- 
ened evil. Aggregated wealth, in the shape 
of trusts and syndicates and its other hydra- 
headed forms, is but the developed mon- 
strosity of the existing competitive system 
against which we contend. Against the power 
of this aggregation we lead the greater and 
grander power of educated Federated Union 
wage-workers. F 

Grand as have been the achievements of the 
past, glorious as were the successes of the 
eight-hour movement of 1890, the American 
Federation of Labor summons the wage-work- 
ers of America to bear aloft the banner upon 
whose folds is inscribed our battle-cry ‘Eight 
Hours and Higher Wages.” Forward and on- 
ward, comrades of every division of the grand 
— of labor! Forward and onward to vic- 
tory 

We reaffirm the decision of the late Execu- 
tive Council in selecting the miners as the 
next trade to move towards eight hours, and 
recommend that the details of the movement be 
left to the consideration of the incoming 
Executive Council. 

So long as those who go down into the 
mines do not own them in one grand common- 
ality; and those who go down to the sea in 
ships are but slaves to the will and caprice 
of their fellow-men, and the men, women and 
children of toil produce that others may con- 
sume and suffer that others may enjoy, will 
the demand go forth for less hours and more 
wealth. 

We appeal to all union men and women to 
increase the membership and funds of their 
unions, and in every way aid in the economic 
education and organization of all wage work- 
ers. 

We appeal to all men out of unions to join 
the union of ‘their -craft, that they may be 
one with us in action, as they are one with 
us in interest. Thus united in interests and 
objects, we will shout the lusty rally from 

Ship-yard, shop and mill: 

Hight hours for work, 
Eight hours for rest, 

Eight hours for what we will. 
FRANK K. FOSTER, 
GEORGE_E. McNEILL, 
J. F. MAHONEY, 


A A 
HOS. P. WHITE, 
T. J. MORGAN. 


1 


ae Moved that the report be adopted. 


An amendment was offered that the report 
be so amended as to affirm the selection of the 
miners by the late Executive Council as the 
next trade to demand eight hours. 

Mr. Braunschweig was called to the chair. 

After some little discussion Mr. Gompers 
resumed the chair. 

The Committee on Eight Hours asked leave 
to retire. Granted. 

Delabar was then called to the chair. 

The committee then reported an addition, 
which is engrafted in the above report. 

Amendment of P. McBryde withdrawn and 
report of committee, as amended, adopted. 

Mr. Gompers then resumed the chair. 

The Committee on Constitution then  re- 
ported as follows: 


On Art. 8, committee report to strike out 
1890 and insert 1891. 
Agreed to. 


On motion, the Constitution, as amended, 
was adopted. 

Mr. Eickhoff’ was called to the chair. 

Moved that the officers’ salaries remain the 
same as last year. Agreed to by a rising vote. 

Moved that the Convention go into execu- 
tive session to consider the report of Com- 
mittee on Labels and Boycotts. Agreed to. 


Mr. Freeman presented the following: 


RESOLVED, That the Order of Railwa 
Trackmen of the United States, with head- 
quarters at Birmingham, Ala., be invited to 
— with the American Federation of La- 
or. 


Adopted. 
LABELS AND ROYCOTTS. 


Committee on Labels and Boycotts report 
that they indorse the position taken by the 
Pittsburg unions. 

Moved that the case, of the Pittsburg play- 
houses be referred to the Executive Council. 

Mr. McNeill raised the point of order that 
the matter had been referred to the Executive 
Council. Amended to strike out “Executive 
Council,” and insert that the matter be left 
to the Central Unions of Pittsburg. Agreed 
to. 

Moved that when the Convention adjourns 
that it meet again at 1:30 P. M. Agreed to. 


The Convention adjourned. 
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SIXTH DAY.—Afternoon Session. 


Detroit, Mich., Dec. 13, 1890. 

Convention called to order at 2 P. M., with 
President Gompers in the Chair, and Chris 
Evans, Seceretary. 

By comomn consent, the roll-call and read- 
ing of minutes of morning session were dis- 
pensed with. 

Report of Committee on Labels and Boy- 
cotts continued in executive session: 


Committee recommend that the resolution 
by Mr. Zuber, in referring to clothing cutters 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., be referred to the Con- 
vention. 

The further request of this union to organ- 
ize a National Union of Clothing Cutters, the 
committee recommend to refer to the Conven- 
tion. 

The request of the Iron Molders’ Union to 
reafirm the boycott on the Rochester Co-oper- 
ative Stove Company, the committee recom- 
mend to approve. 

In the case of the label of the Horse Collar 
Makers and all others, the committee recom- 
mend to refer to the Executive Council to act 
in conjunction with the general label resoly- 
tion already adopted. 

The request of the National Brewers’ Union 
to reaffirm the boycott on all pool beer, the 
committee recommend to approve. 

The committee recommend the adoption of 
the resolution demanding of Congress the 
enactment of a law that shall protect all union 
labels from infringement and counterfeiting. 

The committee recommend that the resolu- 
tion requesting the enforcement of Article IV, 
Section 5, be referred to the Organization 
Committee. Covered by previous legislation. 

The committee recommend to indorse the 
label of the Boot and Shoe Workers’ Inter- 
national Union. 

Brewers’ Union, No. 12, of Cincinnati, gave 
notice that the Banner Brewing Company and 
Schaller Bros. are the only union breweries in 
that city. The committee recommend to. refer 
to the Executive Council the whole matter 
for settlement to this Convention. 

The committee recommend the resolution re- 
questing the Executive Council to have fac- 
simile union labels printed for distribution at 
the various meeting-places be referred to the 
Executive Council. 

On the resolution requesting reaffirmation 
of the boycott of Fleischmann’s yeast, the 
committee take no definite action, but refer 
the whole matter for settlement to this con- 
vention. 

The committee recommend that the boycott 
of the Bakers’ International, Union levied 
against S. S. arvin & Co., Pittsburg, Pa., 
and the Cleveland Baking Company be reaf- 
rme 

We recommend the endorsement of the la- 
bel of the Clothing Operatives’ National Union 
on the condition that said nion place upon 
its label the words ‘“‘Ready made.” 

In the case of the Musical Union of Pitts- 
burg, which desires the endorsement of its 


boycott against three theaters, the committee 
recommend the endorsement of the position of 
Referred to Central L. 


said Union. 


In the matter of Local Union 5,226, Cloth- 
ing Cutters, the committee recommend that a 
request for a boycott against Hackett, Car- 
hart & Co., Canal street and Broadway, New 
York City, be referred to the incoming Execu- 
tive Council. 

In the matter of Todd, Baldwin and Sulli- 
van and the request of the same Union to ask 
organized labor to patronize said firm, the com- 
mittee recommen? gereurrenes. 

JAM J.. DALY, Chairman. 
ERNEST BOHM, Secretary. 

R. METCA 

H. BLACKMORE, 

GEO. M. EBY. 

Moved that the resolution by Mr. 
on union labels be tabled. Agreed to. 

Moved by Mr. J. J. Daly, to re-affirm the 
boycott on Fleischmann’s yeast. 

Amended by Mr. Shields that the matter 
be referred to the Executive Council with in- 
structions and power to investigate and de- 
clare whether the boycott should continue or 
not. 

The previous question was called and after 
being put was declared lost. 

A vote was then taken on the amendment 
to refer to the Executive Council and was 
lost by a vote of 34 for and 12 against. 

The motion to re-affirm was adopted. 

Moved that the results of this Executive 
Session be made public. Agreed to. 

The convention then resumed proceedings 
in open session. 


Ashinger 


Mr. Crowley offered the following: 


WHEREAS, The bulk of the ready-made 
— is made under such appaling condi- 
tions that the industry is fast coming de- 
serted by all civilized and self- seapecting peo- 
ple, who are driven from the trade by hordes 
who constitute the boiled-down essence of the 
most aoe elements of Europe, landed free 
of wat and 

HEREAS, The 


atrocious ages 


ae the clothing houses of the countr 


which is backed up by an almost general pub- 
lic demand for cheap garments, entails untold 
miseries on thousands of men, women and 
children, and creates the tenement-house sys- 
tem of manufacturing ——- in which the 
laws relating to employment o —— under 
fourteen, women for more than ten hours 
daily, the prevention of disease, the accumula- 
tion of filth, morality are with impunity 
broken, as well as a dozen others; and 

W HEREAS, The City of New York is the 
headquarters of these plague-breathing _ tene- 
ment factories, which, in the interests of cap- 
ital,, tenderly nurses this unnatural monstrog- 
ity, fostering these slaughter houses where 
men, women and children and the trade are 
tortured to death; and 

WHEREAS, ‘The bulk of clothing sold 
throughout the country is made where disease 
exists and vermin abounds in God-forsaken 
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dens among aes hollow-eyed pauper labor 
in small, stuffy rooms of stinking tenement 
houses, amid filthy garbage, reeking slime and 
every species of abomination to the ruin of 
the skilled native operative and the great dan- 
ger of the public health; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in regular convention as- 
sembled, brand this infamous system as a dis- 
grace to any country, civilized or uncivilized, 
a blot on our enlightened age, and each reek- 
ing tenement-house factory of New York City 
a monument of disgrace to the authorities of 
that city. 


Adopted. 


Mr. Fox offered the following: 

WHEREAS, The Iron Moulders of San 
Francisco, Cal., have been for the past nine 
months contending against the combined ef- 
forts of the Engineers and Iron Founders’ 
Association to disrupt their union, reduce 
their wages fifty cents per day, and strike a 
crushing blow against organized labor gener- 
ally; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federation 
of Labor, in Convention assembled, extend 
to the members of Iron Moulders’ Union No. 
164 heartfelt sympathy and support in their 
efforts to maintain union principles 6n the 
Pacific Coast. 

Adopted. 


Mr. Morgan offered the following: 


RESOLVED, That this Convention hereby 
express its disapproval of a separate exhibit of 
the productions of women at the World’s Fair 
of 1893, and ‘ 
RESOLVED, That we desire the adoption 
of some method of classification of exhibits 
as will pais show the proportion of wo- 
mens’ and children’s labor in all products ex- 
hibited, and 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be and is here- 
by instructed to forward this resolution to such 
officers of the World’s Fair as may have con- 
trol of the classification of exhibits. 


Adopted. 


By mr. Zuber: 


RESOLVED, That affiliated unions will ex- 
tend to the Clothing Cutters attached to this 
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Federation all the aid in their power towards 
organizing the Clothing Cutters into Trade 
Unions for the purpose of forming a National 
Union of said trade at as early a date as pos- 
sible. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Morgan moved that a petition be sent 
to the management of the World’s Fair at 
Chicago, to make no distinction in classifying 
the exhibits made by male or female workers. 
Agreed to. 

After some complimentary remarks made by 
several delegates, in which Mr. Delabar stated 
that Mr. Sanial and himself would do all they 
could to advance the interest of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

An expression of thanks from Mr. Menche, 
of Denver, Mr. Freedman, of Birmingham, 
Alabama, Mr. Morgan, of Chicago and Mr. 
O’Sullivan, of the Seamen’s Union, for cour- 
tesies extended and a few well-chosen remarks 
from President Gompers, First Vice President 
P. J. McGuire, Second Vice President Wm. 
A. Carney, Secretary Evans and John B. 
Lennon, Treasurer, for the confidence placed 
in them, and the reading of the following 
telegram: 

New York, Dec. 13, 1890. 

The Cornice and Skylight Makers are re- 
joicing to-day over having gained the Eight- 
Hour work-day, to take effect immediately 
without a reduction in wages. 

Delegate Geo. E. McNeill pronounced the 
benediction and the Tenth Annual Convention 
closed, to meet again at Birmingham, Ala- 
bama, December 7, 1891. 

Adjourned sine die. 

SAM’L GOMPERS, President. 


CHRIS EVANS, Secretary. 
Attest: 


ROBERT Y. OGG, “Assistant Secretary. 


A Little Relaxation from the Laborious Duties of the Delegates. 


The banquet tendered to the delegates and 
members of the press on Wednesday night, 
December 10, at Clawson’s Hall, by the De- 
troit Council of Trades and Labor Unions, 
was a grand success, and the manner in which 
the tables were so bounteously supplied with 
good things for the inner man was conclusive 
evidence of hospitality in its purest form. 
The committee having charge of the affair, 
consisting of Robert Y. Ogg, Samuel Gold- 
water, H. A. Wildie, James Murray, Francis 
Fildew, and Chas. E. Miller, had spared no 


pains to make the occasion a pleasant one for 
the invited guests. ‘ 

About 125 sat down to eat at the tables 
and disposed of many dainty things the 
tempting dishes contained that had been so 
tastefully arranged. It was nearly eleven 
o’clock when Mr. Robert Y. Ogg, the Toast 
Master of the evening, called the attention 
of the assemblage to the programme that had 
been prepared, and his opening remarks to the 
delegates and invited guests, in greeting them 
on behalf of the Trades Council of Detroit, 








were full of pleasantries and good will for all 
the visiting friends while in their midst. 

His announcement of the first toast of the 
evening, “The American Federation of La- 
bor,” responded to by President Gompers, is 
spoken of as follows by the Detroit Free 
Presss 


Mr. Gompers’ response was a very graceful 
and eloquent address, and his utterance were 
heartily oo by his listeners. In the 
course of his remarks Mr. Gompers said: 

“I have frequently been called on to respond 
to this toast, ‘The American Federation of 
Labor,’ and the fund of oratory .which may 
have been mine has been almost exhausted 
in —y upon this subject. Our organiza- 
tion was founded for self-protection and not 
for self-assertion, and with this end in view 
we have now reached a fair wen of maturity. 
Our growth has been wonderful, not phen- 
omenal. It is but afew years since the first 
convention of this Federation was held, with 
but twenty delegates present, and now we 
come to our present (tenth) convention with 
one hundred and three delegates, representin 
not a large number of organizations whic 
exist on paper, but a solid constituency of 
half a million laboring men in trades unions 
united.” 

“Michigan’”’ was responded to in a pleasing 
manner by Jos. A. Labadie. “The sweet 
winds whistle through her pines, and riches 
glitter in her wines,’ was the only clue of- 
fered to his remarks by the programme, and 
of these features he treated. 

P. J. McGuire, First Vice President of the 
Federation, spoke in response to the toast, 
“Eight Hours Still Our Watchword.” 

Thomas M. Dolan sang a_ song’ which 
brought forth much applause. 


The remainder of the toasts and those re- 
sponding was as follows: 


“Our Affiliated Unions’—John B. Lennon. 

“The Blue Label’—John S$. Kirchner. 

“The Art Preservative of Arts’”—Mr. 
ton of the I. T. U. 

“Down in a Coal Mine”—John McBride. 

“Our Far West Brothers’—Adam Menche, 
Denver. 

“The Toilers—Men, Women and Children” 
—Frank K. Foster. 

“Resolutions” —Tommy porn, 

“Nothing Like Leather’—Ed L. Daley. 

“The Press’—Layton of the Pittsburg 
Chronicle-Telegraph. 


The benediction by Geo. E. McNeill was a 
glowing tribute to the principles of trades 
union, and the old veteran’s remarks were 
enthusiastically received. ‘ 

The banquet closed at a late hour, after 
enjoying a very pleasant evening that will 
long be remembered. 


ous- 


Detroit, Mich., Dec. 13, 1890. 


MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 


The First Session of the newly elected 


Executive Council of the American Federa- 
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tion of Labor met at the Griswold House at 
7 o'clock P. M. 

Members present—Samuel Gompers, P. J. 
McGuire, Wm. A. Carney, John B. Lennon 
and Chris Evans. The meeting was called to 
order with President Gompers in the chair and 
Chris. Evans, Secretary. 

Moved that the resolution by Mr. Foster, 
on petition to Congress be referred to the 
President. Agreed to. , 

On motion the question of the Clothing Cut- 
ters of New York and Brooklyn was referred 
to the President. 

RESOLVED, That Todd, Baldwin and Sul- 
livan be informed of the action of the conven- 
tion in their case. Adopted. 

Moved that the President correspond with 
the German Typegragae on the subject of the 
German religious publishing houses. Adopted. 

Moved that the question of organizing the 


Rocky Mountain districts be deferred for one 
month, and the Secretary correspond with 
parties interested and give the result. So 
ordered. 


Moved that the question of a movement for 
eight hours by the Painters and Decorators, gn 
May 1, 1891, be deferred until further inform- 
ation is obtained. So ordered. 

RESOLVED, That we donate $100, and 
loan $60, to the Saddle and Harness Makers’ 
National Union, to help them in their strug- 
gle. The same to be -_ weekly. Adopted. 

Moved that action deferred on the ques- 
tion of the Buck Stqve and Range Company 
=, further information is received. So or- 

ered. 


It was suggested that the President and 
Secretary be authorized to get up a design for 
a label in accordance with the instructions of 
the Convention, and report the same to the 


members of the Executive Council. So or- 
uered. 
Mr. Ejickhoff and Mr. McNeill, the com- 


mittee appointed at the Convention to consult 
with the Executive Council on the question of 
local unions raising a fund for their protec- 
tion, presented their views on the subject, and 
the matter was referred to the President, Sec- 
retary and Treasurer to draft something on 
the question and refer the same to all mem- 
bers of the Executive Council by mail for 
their approval. So ordered. 

Moved that the presentation of the bonds 
of the Secretary and Treasurer be left in the 
hands of tke President. Agreed to. 

It was ordered that the question on the 
World’s Fair, introduced by Mr. Lennon, be 
deferred for future action. The 

Moved to\refer the matter of the Shipping 
Commissioners’ Act to the President for 
further correspondence. Agreed _ to. 

RESOLVED, That owing to the number of 
boycotts on beer, that action be deferred on 
the special boycott of National Brewers’ 
Union. Agreed to. 


The boycott on Schafer, Reinthall & Co., 
picture frame moulders, was endorsed, as was 
also the boycott of Federal Labor Union No. 
3,861, at Beaver Falls, Pa., on Emerson, 
Smith & Co., Saw Manufacturers. 
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Moved that action on the question of organ- 
izing warking women be deferred until the 
next meeting of the Council. Agreed to. 

Moved that the President visit Rochester 
for the purpose of discussing the trouble there 
with the shoe manufacturers. So ordered. 

RESOLVED, That the President and Sec- 
retary be authorized to have the proceedings 
of the convention printed in the English and 
German languages in sufficient numbers to 
meet the requirements. Adopted. 


Adjourned to meet December 14, 1890. 
Detroit, Mich., Dec. 14, 1890. 

The second meeting of the Council was held 
at the Griswold House to consider the sub- 
ject presented to the President, by President 
Plank, of the International Typographical 
Union. 

The meeting was called to order by Presi- 
dent Gompers, and Chris. Evans and Wm. 
A. Carney were present. 

President Gompers laid the subject matter 
of the International Typographical Union be- 


fore the Executive Council as follows: That 
President Plank had been in communication 
with him for the purpose of ascertaining what 
financial assistance the A. F. of L. could give 
the I. T. U. To whom the question of mak- 
ing a movement for a reduction in the hours 
of labor should they decide to make a move. 


RESOLVED, That in view of the selection 
of the miners by the convention to demand the 
enforcement of the eight-hour work-day on 
May 1st, 1891, the A. F. of L. is not in a 
—s to promise any financial support to the 

U. pending this movement, and it hopes 
in 3 near future to select the I. T. U. to 
make a similar demand and give it the Federa- 
tion’s support. Adopted. 

Mr. Carney moved that the President and 
Secretary be authorized to procure a larger 
and more suitable safe for the office. p- 
proved. 

Moved to adjourn subject to a call of the 
Executive Council. Adjourned. 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, President. 
CHRIS. EVANS, Secretary. 


To the Trade and Labor Unions of America: 


Fellow: Workmen: We all recognize the 
necessity of spreading information and intel- 
ligence among the toilers of our country upon 
the Social, Economic and Philosophic ques- 
tion of labor. Now more than ever should 
we be able to maintain our position upon the 
great question of labor and the best method 
of securing the relief we seek. For the pur- 
pose of furthering this opject the American 

ederation of Labor has secured the services 
of the ablest writers in the country upon these 
subjects, to write the pamphlets. he sub- 
jects are: 

1. The Ejight-Mour Primer. The Theory, 
the Fact and the Argument. By George KE. 
on 5 cents per copy, per. 100 copies, 
4.00 

2. The Economic and Social Importance of 
the Eight-Hour Movement. By George Gun- 
“7 n cents per copy, per 100 copies, $4.00. 

he History o- 1 Fhilosogh of the Bight: 
wie Movement. Lemuel Danryid, ive 
= er co per oe copies, $4.00. 
trade py Der Their Origin and _ Ob- 
jects, Influence and Efficacy. By William 
rant and P. J. McGuire. Ten cents per 
copy, per 100, $5.00. 


. The New Trades Unionism. By Freder- 
wot’ Harrison. Two cents per copy, per 100 
a 6, ty “50. 

6. “ondition of Women Workers un- 
der Fig present Industrial System. By Ida 
M. Van Etten. Five cents per copy, per 100 
copies $4.00. 

The Official Printed Proceedings of the 
aie convention of the American Federation of 
Labor (German or Seen Ten cents per 
Copy, | copies, $9.0 

8. The Union Label’ of the American Fed- 
wm .%.. of Labor, either large or small, $1.00 
per 1,000 copies. 

Note.—The above articles will be supplied 
only when the requisite amount of cash ac- 
companies the order. Otherwise the order 
will not be recognized. All supplies sent by 
us have the postage prepaid, or the express 
charges paid in advance. 

These Pamphlets and Badges are now ready 
for sale upon orders for them received at this 
office. 

Send all orders to the Secretary. 

CHRIS. EVANS, 21 Clinton Place, New 

York City. 








